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[This despatch should have appeared in Part XXVI.] 

Mr. Portal lo the Marquis of Salislmry.-(Received August 13.) 

No. 273.) Cairo, August 2,1888. 

. . 

SubcS fertile remarks about tbo 

authorities at Suakin, in concert 

with the Senior English Naval Officer in the Red Sea. ^ ^ 

(Signed) G. H. PORTAL. 


Inclosurc. 

Act inn Consul Oswald lo Mr. Portal. 

Suakin, July 23, 1888. 

Is. «■? A!»JX W*3 

“''“Si Trade with tbo 

oF n to all desirous of trading, but as yet there is a want ol conhuuice 

"ubns fac materially bcnCUo,. fov g* - bought 
only in small Humilities and tbo trade routes to tbo mtrnor me st.ll closed. 

- —*»—* 

wh0 S “JZtw A ""t- -* J„s^5ith y iilrS3^ 

tlnars that they are perfectly content tv,lb tbo existing policy and 

^TeonSraTion^f !hc"tliu g GoveZ-Ueneril, and tbero are signs that trade 

WU ' ri^-An unfavourable imp^ion was created ™ 

^n^inn^r^i^-bmit tbaf&n. is an impression that tbo Italians desire 

^"^vS^Sum'tSeo^cott,,,, and grain-producing districts of Tokav 
nnd Triukitat would he an irreparable loss to the Egyptian Soudan. 


ix 

Political Situation .—Osman Riga a is al llandoub. 11c seems more peacefully 
inclined than hitherto, and it is just reported that he has withdrawn all restrietions 
against trade. JLis Followers would seem weary of his serviee, and are dispersing to 
Tokar, Sinkal, and various points. 

Ahu (ihirgtdi is reported to have arrived at Khartoum. 

Numbers of deserters and refugees from Uandoub, llerher, and Khartoum come in 
daily. 

There are no doubt grave dissensions amongst the followers ol' tin* Khalifa, and 
there are many signs that the warlike power and fanatical influence of the Malulists 
are alike on the wane. 

Slave and Contraband Trade with .loddah is carried on with great activity. It is 
secretly encouraged by Turkish authorities in Jeddah for the black mart it brings, and 
because they have no sympathv witU Egyptian rule or with Knglish influence. 

The Ottoman “ Red Sea Slave Squadron” take no measures to suppress the Slave 
Trade, and, if T may he permitted to state, no effective supervision is made by Her 
Majesty’s Consulate at Jeddah as at present constituted. 

Tf a secret serviee system were established between Her Majesty’s Consulate al 
Jeddah and the local authorities at Suakin, in concert with the Senior Naval Onicer, 
much might, he done to cheek the Slave Trade with its attendant contraband, which 
latter greatly encourages the rebellion in the Soudan, and hampers legitimate 
commerce in Egypt. 

The local authorities are doing much to cheek it. The steamers Adjemi ” and 
“ Mukhbir” cruize periodically, and the coast-guard dhows are constantly patrolling. 

Shipping. —The British India Company have opened a serviee between London, 
Mediterranean, Red Sea, and East African ports outwards and homewards, and 
contemplate a regular monthly service. 

Climate .—The heat during the past Fortnight has been intense, 110" average 
throughout the day in most shade. There were several sudden deaths amongst tin* 
European community. The public health is Fortunately good, and the sanitary 
condition oF the town excellent. 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) J. S. OSWALD. 

P.S.— It is reported to-day from Massowah that differences have arisen between 
the French Consul and tin* Italian authorities. 

Taxes upon liquor and other trades carried on by Greeks under French protection 
have been levied; the French Consul has advised the Greeks to resist, payment upon 
the ground that the Italian occupation has not been recognized by France, and that 
Massowah is still nominally Egyptian territory. Some shops have been closed and the 
owners deported. The French Consul has claimed compensation and threatened to 
resist ollieially the measures of the Italian authorities. 

It is reported that trade routes with Abyssinia are being reopened, and produce is 
being brought into Massowah. 

J. S. O. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Egypt. 


Part XXVII. 


No. 1. 

Mr. Lamprey to Fore'ujn Office. —( ["Received. October 4.) 

Sir, 7, Austin Friars, London, October !?, 1888. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to you an abstract of Petition, 11u» particulars of 
which you desired to be informed of in your letter of the 21 st September, a reply to 
which was unavoidably delayed. 

The Petition is on behalf of the proposed Soudan Trading Company to His 
Highness the Khedive of Egypt for a Concession of the Soudan for a term of years. 

The petitioners lay Indore the Egyptian Government the following: — 

1. They have already secured the benefit of certain Agreements for the revival of 
trade in the Soudan entered into with the Sheikhs of the various tribes dwelling in the 
Eastern Soudan in all that region lying between the Nile and (lie lied Sea. 

That Emin Bey, through His agent in Europe (Mr. Eel kin, of Edinburgh), is 
prepared to enter into relations to engage his cordial co-operation in carrying out the 
trading objects of the Company. 

That the King of Abyssinia has approved of the scheme, and is willing to further 
the objects of the petitioners. 

That, having regard to the above statement, of facts, it is claimed by the petitioners 
that the trading Concession they seek from the Egyptian Government, and always 
subject to the approval of the British Secretary of State for .Foreign Affairs, would be 
of enormous advantage to Egypt. 

That by means of the organization of a trading Company able by the capital 
at its disposal great pecuniary as well as political advantages will be secured to 
Egypt. 

Since the operations of a trading Company in the Soudan in touch with the heads 
of tribes who are eager to cultivate their land and renew their trade oilers the only 
solution of the difficulties which now beset them. 

That with the growth of security and the extension of trade an ever-increasing 
revenue to Egypt may be counted on without needing any further expenditure on the 
part of the Egyptian or English Government. 

That it will exterminate every form of Trade in Slaves which at present flourishes 
in the Soudan. 

And, finally, that while no trade monopoly is claimed by the petitioners, their 
operations will in time open up one of the most fertile and fruitful regions of the earth 
to the traders of every nationality who may desire to participate in it. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) JOS. II. LAMPREY. 
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No. 2. 

Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received October 8.) 

(No. 306.) 

My Lord, Cairo, September 27, 1888. 

INFORMATION has reached me from a trustworthy source to the effect that in 
the months of June and July last Osman Digna succeeded in forwarding to Jeddah a 
number of identic letters for distribution in the Ilcdjaz. These letters were addressed 
to the Chiefs of the various Arab tribes inhabiting lhat region, calling on them to 
assist him in his elforls to regain the rights of the Arabs from the oppressive rule of 
the Turks and unbelievers. If, he says, they arc not prepared to assist, actively 
in the movement, of the success of which he entertains no doubt, let them, at all 
events, do their utmost to weaken the tyrants by resolutely opposing all attempts to 
open trade routes or renew commercial relations. 

These letters, which, it would seem, are written in his own name, and make no 
allusion either to Mahdiism or to the Khalifa Abdullah, arc conceived in somewhat 
violent terms, and warn the tribes to beware of the consequences which would be 
entailed upon them when he appears as conqueror, should they try to thwart his 
patriotic efforts by siding with the enemy. 

It appears that Osman Digna still maintains secret relations with some persons at 
Jeddah wlio sympathize yitli the Soudan revolt, and it is by their agency that he 
introduces these Circulars into the Ilcdjaz. 

J hope to be able, at no distant date, to inform your Lordship whether these 
appeals have met with any marked degree of attention among the tribes. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) G. EL PORTAL. 


No. 3. 

Mr. Portal to llie Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received October 8.) 

(No. 310.) 

My Lord, Cairo, September 30, 1888. 

I HAVE (he honour to transmit herewith, taken from the “Journal Officiel ” of 
yesterday, copy of the Klicdivial Decree appointing Lieutenant-Colonel Ilolled Smith 
to be Governor-General of the Red Sea Littoral, in place of Colonel Kitchener, whoso 
resignation lias been accepted. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. H. PORTAL. 
Enclosure in No. 3. 

Extract from the “Journal Ofliciel ” of September 29, 1888. 

Decret . 

NOUS, Kliddive d’Egypte, 

Sur la proposition do notre Ministre dc la Guerre ot l’avis eonforme dc notre 
Conseil des Ministres, 

Decretons : 

Article 1". Le Lewa Hollod Smith Pacha est nomme Gouverneur-Gdndral des 
C6tes do la Mer Rouge, en remplacemcnt du Lewa Kitchener Pacha, dont la demission 
est neceptee. 

Art. 2. Notre Ministre de la Guerre est charge de 1’execution du present 
Ddcret. 

Fait au Palais de Ras-el-Tin, le 20 Moliarrem, 1306 (20 Sept ombre, 1888). 

(Signe) MKiLLxVlET TEYVFIK. 

Par le Khedive: 

Le President du Conseil des Ministres, 

(Signe) Riaz. 

Pour le Ministre de la Guerre, 

(Signe) Aly Giiai.eu. 
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No. 1. 

International Arbitration and Peace Association to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received 

October 11.) 

40 and 41. Outer Temple, Strand, London, 
Mv Lord, October 10, 1888. 

lAMdi reeled by the Committee of this Association to forward to your Lordship 
the inclosed copy of a llcsolution passed at the last, meeting of the Committee on the 
subject of the renewed hostilities in the Soudan. 

I am to add that, the Committee uill he greatly indebted i<> \<>tiv Lordship, if 
vour Lordship can oblige them with tin* information for which they ask. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. FllEDlv. GREEN, Secretary. 


Inclosurc in No. 4. 

Resolution passed by the Committee of the International Arbitration and Peace Association, 

'October 9,1888. 


Hostilities in tiie Soudan. 

Resolved ,—That this Committee desires respectfully to draw the attention of Her 
Majesty’s Government to the letter of Mr. F. W. Fox, published in the “Times” of 
the 3rd October, in reference to the renewed hostilities at Smkin, and especially to 
the passages therein referred to as having boon contained in a letter sent to the 
Foreign Office, under date 31st August, isS7, and begs to be favoured with any 
information that ean, without, prejudice to the public service, bo given as to bow far tlm 
statements in Mr. Fox’s letter are to bo relied on, and whether llor Majesty's Govern, 
ment. has deemed it advisable to act in furtherance of the policy indicated in the letter 


No. 5. 

Foreign Office to Mr. Lamprey. 

Foreign Office, October 12, 1888. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 3rd instant, inclosing an abstract of a Petition which the Soudan Trading 
Company propose to address to Ilis Highness the Khedive ot Lgypt, asking for a> 
Concession of the Soudan for trading purposes. 

In reply, I am to inform you that the scheme does not appear to he one which 
Her Majesty’s Government could countenance under existing circumstances. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 13.) 

(No. 312.) iocq 

My Lord, Cairo, October 3, 1888. ^ 

BEFORE the return of Sir E. Baring to resume his duties as Her Majesty’s 
Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, I venture to place on record n few remarks 
respecting the progress made in the administration of +1'; country since the accession 
to power of the Ministry presided over by lLaz Pasha. „ . 

The results attained up to the date of Nubar Pasha’s retirement from office have 
already been fully submitted to your Lordship by Sir L. Baring, and b^ Mr. Claikes 
Report of the 2nd June last, and since that date the time has of course been too short 
to allow of any startling changes being check'd, or lor au\ Iresli measures to havo 
borne much fruit. It is more in the manner in which the business ol the Goveinmen 
is conducted that T have had great pleasure in observing a marked improvement. 1 lie 
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exceptional 1 maj almost say the surprising—energy and capacity for hard work 
possessed 1>y Riaz i’aslia seems to have communicated itself in more or less degree to 
every branch of the Administration, while the prompt and unsparing dismissal of 
a few evidently incapable or dishonest officials has electrified many who might 
otherwise seek to evade the responsibilities or misuse the authority attached to the 
offices which they happen to fill. 

Your Lordship is aware that, in addition to the Presidency of the Council, Riaz 
Pasha retains in his own hands the important Ministries of Finance and of the 
Interior, with the result, as I am informed both by high officials in Cairo and by 
gentlemen whose duties or business lead them to travel a good deal throughout the 
country, that his searching supervision is keenly felt in the most distant provincial 
Governments, as well as in the offices under his immediate control. There is a 
consciousness throughout the official classes of an increased incentive, and, indeed, 
a necessity, for hard work, which has brought with it a greater harmony and 
agreement between various branches of the Administration, and between English, 
foreign, and native officials, by the help of which alone can the Government of the 
country be satisfactorily carried on. 

I have already had the honour to report to your Lordship the measures taken by 
Riaz Pasha for the consolidation and clearer definition of the power of the Moudirs or 
provincial Governors, who were at the same time distinctly given to understand that, 
while they would ho firmly supported in the execution of their duties, the slightest 
deflection on their part from the course thus marked out for them would be visited at 
once and with severity. These measures excited a good deal of criticism at, the time, 
especially among the English and other foreign employes of the Government, who 
feared that they would too greatly tie the hands of the English police officers and 
irrigation inspectors serving in the provinces; but I may safely say that up to the 
present their effect, has been to cause an increase of harmony and bonne eolonte between 
these officers and the Moudirs themselves, and a consequent improvement in the 
dispatch of business and in the carrying out of measures which had been decided 
upon; and this, too, at a moment when the rise of the Nile and tin* lateness and 
insufficiency of that rise rendered the existence of a perfect harmony of understanding 
between all these provincial officials a matter of superlative importance for the welfare 
of the country. 

It is a significant fact that, whereas in former times eases of friction between 
English and Egyptian officials wore of frequent occurrence, and often caused great 
prejudice to the proper conduct of affairs, for the last three months my attention has 
not been called to a single question of this nature. 

Finally, ller Majesty’s Government wall learn with pleasure that Riaz Pasha has 
expressed to me his great satisfaction with the energy, capability, and intelligence 
generally displayed by the English officials in the Egyptian service! llis Excellency 
says that he has the greatest confidence in their technical knowledge, their activity, 
and their sincere' wish to do their utmost for the good of the country in which they 
have taken service. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. II. PORTAL. 


No. 7. 

Foreign Office to International Arbitration and Peace Association. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 15, 1888. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 10th instant, calling attention, on behalf of your Association, to the 
renewal of hostilities near Suakin, and requesting information as to the policy of ller 
Majesty’s Government in the Eastern Soudan. 

In reply, 1 am to state that, since the date of Mr. Eox’s letter of August 1887, 
to which you refer, trade with the Eastern Soudan has been thrown open, and is uow 
practically unrestricted, except as regards contraband of war. 

1 am to add that the policy followed by Her Majesty’s Government lias been to 
stand purely on the defensive against any hostile movement or combination of the 
Aral) tribes, avoiding any course of action which might involve the ultimate necessity 
of offensive action, hut encouraging legitimate trade by every means in their power. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCH ROTE. 
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No. 8. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Balisburi/.—(Received October 22.) 

(No. 310.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October G, 1888. 

IN continuation of Mr. Portal’s despatch No. 280 of the 15th August, I have the 
honour to inclose a copy of a letter addressed by Admiral His Royal Highness the 
Duke of Edinburgh to Mr. Portal, stating that the dues for the passage of Her 
Majesty’s ship “Racer” through the Suez Canal will he chargeable to the Egyptian 
Government. In reply to an inquiry from me, Commander May, who is now at 
Suakin, lias informed me that the claim will not he sent, direct to Egypt, but will be 
preferred through the Admiralty. 

_ I have tlie honour to submit the following observations to your Lordship on this 
subject. 

In January 1881 the Egyptian Government were informed that Her Majesty’s 
Government were “prepared to assist in maintaining order in Egypt proper, and in 
defending it, as well as in continuing to protect the" ports in the Red Sea” (Lord 
Granville’s despatch No. G of the -tth January, 188].). Even if no such specific 
engagement had been taken, it is obvious that, under existing circumstances, it would 
bo scarcely possible for Her Majesty’s Government to refuse" to afford aid by sea at 
Suakin in ease of necessity. There can, I think, be no question that, at the time ller 
Majesty’s ship “Racer” was sent to Suakin, a ease of necessity had arisen. It does 
not appear to me that there were any very special circumstances in connection with 
the movement of this ship which would justify a departure from the ordinary practice 
under which the Canal dues would he paid by ller Majesty’s Government. The ships 
which were previously stationed at Suakin had been ordered away, as their crews bad 
suffered from the climate. One of them, Her Majesty’s shipGarnet,” returned 
shortly afterwards ; the other, Her Majesty's ship “ Dolphin,” went through the Canal 
into the Mediterranean. Another ship would, I presume, in any ease have been sent 
to the Red Sea soon to take the place of the “ Dolphin,” if for no other reason than to 
aid in the suppression of the Slave Trade, which, as I understand, is recognized under 
the Admiralty instructions as the primary duty of Her Majesty’s ships of war in the 
Red Sea. Even if this were not so, the dispatch of a ship of war to Suakin was, under 
the circumstances, the mere fulfilment of tlie obligation devolving upon ller Majesty’s 
Government of “ defending and continuing to protect ” Suakin in case of attack. 

Further, after a very long and troublesome discussion, the amount to hi* paid by 
tin'Egyptian Government for the Army of Occupation was Jixcd at a certain figure 
which represents as nearly as possible the extra expenditure incurred by the Hnglish 
Treasury on account of maintaining the Rritisb garrison in Kgypt. It is true that 
the calculation was based on the expenditure incurred by the Mar Office, and did not, 
I. believe, include Admiralty expenditure, except in so far as the transport of the 
military forces is concerned. Hut it would certainly he held by the Hgyptian 
Government, and I think with some reason, that the amount of their contribution to 
the Hug!ish Treasury’ should he held to cover any small expenditure incurred by the 
Admiralty, such as that now under consideration, provided it he expenditure which is 
in its nature incidental to the defence of the lied Sea ports. In Lord Gram iIlf’s 
despatch of the 4th January, 188 f, to which I have already alluded, specific mention 
was made of the fact that, in respect to the ports of the Red Sea, “assistance can he 
afforded by Her Majesty’s naval forces.” 

If circumstances arose which involved any considerable increase in the Hnglisb 
expenditure in Rgypt. it would become necessary to reconsider the amount of the 
Egyptian contribution. Indeed, a contingency of this nature was foreseen when tin* 
contribution lor the current year was fixed at 110,000/. (sec your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 13 ol‘ the 17th February, 1888, and tlie inclosure). Rut no such circumstances 
have at present arisen, and, even if the demand from the Hgyptian Government for 
the amount ol‘the Canal dues paid by [Lit Majesty’s ship “ Racer” could he justified 
by stronger arguments than appears to me to he the ease, it would, I submit, he very 
undesirable to raise again the whole of this very troublesome and irritating question 
for the sake of so small an amount. Neither, indeed, docs there appear any reason 
why, if once the Canal dues are claimed, many other small claims of a similar nature 
should not be advanced; such, for instance, as the cost of the ammunition expended 
by Her Ma jesty's ships in tiring at the enemy, and possibly the cost of tho coal expended 
in steaming to Suakin. 

Under these circumstances, I venture to express a hope that Her Majesty’s 
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Government will not think At to *jm ffidonSfuWto S 

«{o point will be out of all proportion to the 

tliemorc in this correspondence, I have the honour 

to submit tlic following observations. , <, vc j a tivc responsibility of tbc 

The point raised by .General Dormer ^“Iniealion which should 

naval and military authorities, as ^ cl rortal’s despatch No. 280 of tbc 15th 

be°sctticd by the War Office and the Admiralty, and does 

not — ?h5 sr 

part of the permanent defences f minion that for the present, and, I fear, for 

arc some obvious objections, I am s 1 1 . of wal , s i i0U id be generally either at 

some time to come, it 18 11 dc “ l ?i b < J? ^ inasmuch as Suakin forms the most central 
Suakin or within easy call o ' that po t. I ^ ^ Red Soa> I conceive that the 
point from winch to contiol the 8 . , f a s pjp to be at or near Suakin 

circumstances which would render it "nS exceptional nature, whilst the 

will, generally speaking, he only J tho easiest and most economical way 

co-operation of the navy affoids Government of assisting, in case 

of fulfilling the obligation imposed onJe plover, from the actual part taken 

of necessity, in the defence of tho po . ■ 1 - s pro i )a ble that tlic presence of an 

by the shi^ in my dotejwvcei^ ^ J 5U1 , ll0l . lwl by England, produces 

f^Uft<SdSl effect on (Kmnn the Duke of 

I have sent n copy of this despa c t to Adm>i.to Mr Portal of the 28th ultimo. 
Edinburgh, in reply to ills Itoyal Highness letter to Mr. ortul^ ^ 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inolosurc in No. 8. 

A,In,iral ms Royal HU,hues, the Duke of E,lh,bunjh lo Mr. Portal. 

« Alexandra** at Nauplia, September 28,1888. 
b “’ WITH reference to the dispatel.^ oMler er May that tho 

Muos throrrgh the Sue* Canal will he chargeable to 

the Egyptian Government. j have, &c. 

(Signed) ALFRED. 


No. 9. 

Sir E. Bating to the Mnrgni. of Salhbury.-CReceurd October 22.) 

(No. 317.) Cairo, October 9, 1888. 

M5 ' \ UAVU the honour to inclose a copy of a leJU-r I l^e oveived frum Sir liners 

Grenfell dwelling on lire necessity of an im*™*• m . ”H t m ,?u,at there need 
Doth General Dormer anti Srr irarrms Orel f. 1 they now hold at 

ho no fear of the Egyptian troopsdicing dm stlltw \ in sir Francis GrenlVU’s 

SliaSs %‘S l^l£5;> moment: as^the decrease in the 

rvvenriei uVrieli'h. 1 o’lro^iiiticdii^-r.Hl mlvaneed 1 liy'tho 

cause some timuicral emhtirrassmen . • ,,,,’inion that the army should be to 

military authorities are so wmgh j t a a 1 Utuvc w hich will be involved, 

some extent increased n spite ol he 5 ^ ^3titer, Sir Francis Grenfell asks 
Your Lordslup will observe that, m He oaV alrv, and one troop oL 

for three additional battalions of mlantry, one tioop ol 


/ 

mounted infantry. In conversation, however, Sir "Francis Grenfell informed me that 
it would be more economical, and would equally well meet all necessary military 
requirements, if, instead of raising three new battalions of infantry, lifty men were 
added to each of the existing battalions and only two new battalions were raised. 

The total additional cost, if this plan were adopted, would be about 52,000/. 
a-year, together with an original outlay of about 10,000/. for the first year. Tho not 
cost will, however, probably be less than 52,000/. a-year, as tho greater the number oi 
men recruited for tlic army the larger is the amount received from persons who, 
under the existing law, can avoid military service on payment of a certain sum of 
money. 

I arranged with Sir Francis Grenfell that application should be made at once to 
the Council of Ministers for an increase of fifty men to each of the existing battalions, 
and that, the consideration of the remaining proposals should stand over until the 
return of Sir Edgar Vincent, who is expected to arrive in Egypt very shortly. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 9. 


Major-General Sir F. Grenfell to Sir E. Baring. 

(Confidential.) 

gi V) War Office, Cairo, October 0, 1888. 

1 HAVE the honour to bring to your notice that the existing situation ol active 
hostility maintained by tho Soudanese force on the frontier and at, Suakin appears to 
show signs of a certain revival of Mahdiism in tho Soudan, which is. in all probability, 
greatly to he accounted for by the enforced purely defensive action ol ilis Highness 
troops. 

There are, in my opinion, very little grounds for the hope that any great change 
for the better xvill occur for some time to come in those districts, and I would there lore 
submit that it is essential that the present situation should be considered as the normal 
one in calculating what is necessary to provide for the proper del once ol the country, 
hy efficiently guarding the frontier and Suakin. 

It is also absolutely incumbent, in my opinion, that some stops should be taken 
for the proper relief of the troops employed on service on the frontier and at 
Suakin. . ...... 

The Egyptian army, being conscripted, is in a very diflcrent position m tins 
respect to a volunteer army, and at. present it is impossible to carry out. the proper 
reliefs which have been promised to the soldiers and laid down hy the Regulations. 

At present the state of the frontier and Suakin shows that the battalions have 
been, in one ease, five years, and two over three and a-lialf years, on sorvicc at Wady 
Haifa; and this, if continued, will act most injuriously on the discipline and lighting 
value of the troops employed away from their country for the defence of the frontier. 

No reserve at. present exists to fall hack upon in ease of emergency and lor the 
maintenance of public security in Egypt, for which duty the army, sinco the absorp¬ 
tion of the police reserve, is held responsible, but has no men available to detach lor 


this duty. 

Already this year assistance has been demanded hy the civil power, and a detach¬ 
ment of mounted men has been sent to Minieh. 

"With these obligations, the army is unable to maintain the ordinary and necessary 
duties of Cairo and Alexandria. . . 

For the above reasons 1 beg to lay before your lixcollenoy my firm conviction of 
the absolute necessity for an immediate increase of the establishment ol the army being 
at once adopted by His Highness’ Government. 

The following numbers are, in my opinion, the minimum iorce that should ho 
maintained for the defence of the country under existing circumstances: 

Suakin.— 2 battalions of infantry; 1 troop of mounted inlautry ; 1 garrison battery 
of artillery. 

Haifa .—L battalions of infantry; 1 squadron of cavalry; 1 garrison battery or 
artillery; 1 camel battery of artillery ; 1 camel corps. 

Korosko .—2 battalions of infantry; 1 division ol garrison artillery; 1 camel 
corps. 

Assouan, Shellal, and Bernice .—3 battalions ol inlautry ; 1 troop ol caialry; 1 divi¬ 
sion of garrison artillery; camel corps. 
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Alexandria.-l battalion o mfautiy. f lry . i horse battery ol 

Cairo. —2.^ battalious of infantry ; 1 sqr.aarovr Dt , p . 

artillery ; 1 camel or mule battery <>l <uWay , “ 

The total strength of the army then r 

14 battalions of infantry. 

21 squadrons oi cavalry. 

3~ garrison batteries. 

1 horse battery. 

2 camel butteries. 

3.\ camel corps. 

1 troop mounted mlantn. 

Depot. 

•n views 1 have put forward, and 

sravc ncccssity ^ 

an increase of the army. . , nt(>lv necessary to provide reliefs. At picsen 

The time has come when itis absolute - ■ J > u • 1)at talion has only .|ust 

there la only one tattalton in Can-o or - two years and a-half. 

returned from Suakm, "here it has bum qnt j have, &c. 

(Signed) • G 1ELL * 

p g_The proposed increase would be : 

3 battalions of iniantry. 

1 troop of cavalry. 

1 troop of mounted iniantry. p q. 


No. TO. 


Si,- E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury. (Reccncil Oitobe > 22.) 

(No 318. Confidential.) Cairo , October 0, l 888 - 

My l y ul pi^o|»OSll in the rresenl ; s r' * (V ^ c"| J it t^rl»’'No)' 31^ *1 ll Is' ^ u y^ ^ < lu taa * o'n'lhc 

satSUsiSK 

1 M U P ahilouevei, informs me ihai he ^ never be quiet »»{« » 

stop at limber. Om ; . {J^ , kumv „V any pavtienlar * J\> •‘J a * cv( .„ valid 

Sffil? assured oven wHh «»-»«<«»*>" «' ^ 

reasons would not 1" "a” ,7 j anil Ivoulofan on Ibe otbei. . . inseparable 

been experienced In tlu .a» : ,n 
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ment in Central Asia. It cannot be said witli any degree of certainty that the 
possession of any one spot will assure the tranquillity of the frontier. There is a 
strong probability that the only effect of an advance would he to shift the frontier 
difficulties one stage further from the centre. 

I can well understand that Sir Samuel Baker and others, who were instrumental 
in extending the dominions of the late Khedive, should he grievously disappointed at 
the collapse of a policy which they bad reason to hope bad acquired a character of 
permanency, and especially that they should view with regret the failure of the very 
creditable efforts made to check the Slave Trade at its source. In my own opinion, 
however, the veal state of the ease scarcely admits of doubt. The task undertaken In 
the late Khedive was far beyond the military strength and administrative capacity of 
the Egyptian Government. It was hardly possible that it could have been carried to 
a successful issue. Sooner or later, the whole fabric must have inevitably been over¬ 
thrown at the hands of the NTalidi, or of some such leader. 

There is now no alternative hut to remain on the defensive at Wady Haifa and 
Suakin, or to undertake operations which, however limited in scope in the iirst instance, 
will infallibly lead to an attempt to reconquer the whole, or the greater part., of the 
Soudan. The adoption of the latter policy would involve military operations on a 
large scale, and would result iu the whole of the Egyptian financial question being 
reopened in a serious form. More than this, in view of the great difficulties ol 
exercising any effective European control over the Soudan—difficulties which are the 
natural result of the geographical situation and climate of the country, and of the 
religious fanaticism of its inhabitants—there is but little guarantee that the Egyptian 
Government of the Soudan would hi* more successful in tin 1 future than if was in tlu* 
past. 

It is just possible that, in the future, circumstances may arise which will render 
it desirable for the Egyptian Government to move from its present strictly defensive 
attitude; hut for the present I here can, T venture to think, lie no question that the 
only wise policy to pursue is to render Wady Haifa and Suakin sale against any 
attack, and to abandon altogether any idea of offensive operations. Sir Francis Grenlell, 
I may observe, entirely agrees with me on this point. 

As 1 have already said, 1. do not think it likely that Ilia/. J’usha will raise the 
question seriously; hut should he do so, 1 propose, unless I receive instructions in a 
contrary sense from your Lordship, to do all iu my power to discourage him from 
attempting any radical change in the policy of the Egyptian Government in respect to 
the Smulan. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) K. BARING. 


No. 11. 

Sir ir. While to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 22.) 


(No. 399. Confidential.) 

My Lord Therupiu, October 11, 1888. 

ON the occasion of my recent interview with the Grand Vizier on the Dili instant 
his Highness intimated tonic that, In the Sultan’s orders, ho was about to draft some 
proposals for transmission to Her‘Majesty’s Government on the subject of our 
position in Egypt ; hut he added that he was somewhat puzzled howto draft those 
proposals should the Suez Canal Convention not be signed. 

Whilst urging his Highness to get the Convention signed in the form adopted In 
all the Bowers without note or comment, 1 could not allow him to connect its 
signature with any proposals tin 1 Sultan wished to make to Her Majesty’s Government, 
and I repeated what I stated in my private letter to him of the 18th September, copy 
of which accompanied my despatch No. 301 of the 18th September, and the contents 
of which vour Lordship was pleased to approve in your despatch No. 292 of the 
27th September, and I believe that 1 made myself perfectly understood on this 


point. 


L have. &e. 


(Signed) W. A. WIllTK. 
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No. 12. 

Sir W. White to the Marquis of Salisbury —(Received Oclobei —) 

(No. 400. Confidential.) Tkrrapin, October 11, 1888. 

j\Ty Lord, , , v-.. *>qn 0 f this day, immediately preceding, I 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 6 .. rm .j (1 i.,qi 0 V estevdav lo relate to 
have the honour to report that I ca cc on o ^ ^ yj 7 i cv to induce the Tortc to 

him the steps 1 had taken once more vvth the Grand ^ ^ ^ Portc without any 

sign the Sue/ Canal Convention exa ‘ ‘ , I received from the Grand Yizicr. 
additions, and to toll his Excellency the j c(msi(Ievo d it necessary to tell my 

With a view to avoid any misi p ■ > nWmcss lahouring under some 

French colleague that, having found n» ; ft Sue/ Canal Convention and 

misconception as to a supposed connect urn his Highness again, as T 

the general question ol Egypt, I Mi it mv dun io 
had previously done, on this point. j q av0) &c. 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE. 


No. 13. 

Sir E. to the Marquis of Salisbury.-(Weired October 22.) 

(No. 322 .) Cairo, October 11 , 1 * 88 . 

My VhAYE the honour to tmnsanit AeUn^^l^ respecting 

(Signed) E. EARING. 


Inelosure in No. 13. 

Actiiuj Consul Bradford to Sir E. Barmy. 

Sutikin, October 5, 1888. 

Wl ’ , HAVE the honour to inform you that there has been a slight ehnn S e or 

better in the situation since my last letter. V cral shell have fallen in the town 

. 

tr0ni The mounted infantry move out in the ^ \ 

trenches. Three of the mouutc ^“? l “ t jy thc 24t h, lmt did not go far enough to be 
The Friendlies made a reconnaissance on me 

of much use. One wounded. heavy attack on the right water tort, 

.ctor^ die loss-, ono ,„an - 

l " C i\l rin S the ni K ht of .1* M*^“'1^ 

a, 1-vy llro .» opone.l on thorn, conna-llmg thorn to 

abandon it on the night ot the 28 th werc VC ry heavy in this trench, and that 

A|1 reports agroom statm 8 tl ^ yimls tho «* Cannot,' ami was a 

try false move, bringing them >"«*“' .In Hm afternoon of the 27th. 

t,,e Eras f 

in for,.. are 

.mar. 
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I regret that on thc morning of thc 1st a shell from the “ Gannet ” burst prematurely, 
kilim" a oirl and wounding one man and a woman slightly that were on the beach. 

Several deserters have come in: they stale that there are about 2,000 men in the 
vicinity of the water forts; that the losses have been very heavy, mostly in the right 
trench, and are caused by the fire from the ship and mortars principally ; they sutler 
from thirst. The men, armed with ritles, arc blacks, old Egyptian soldiers, and are 
kent in their places by Arab spearmen behind in a second trench; at night their arms 
are taken from them, and iliey are well guarded. Tho horsemen are principally Ragurras, 
and thc spearmen Jaalins from the Nile. 

Osman Digna was opposed to the operations, hut is obliged to assist in obedience 
to orders received from thc Khalifa Abdullah. 

They expect reinforcements from Tokar; about 250 have already arrived at 
Hamloub. Osman Naih wishes to capture the water forts first, and then expects tbe 
town to surrender from thirst. He also personally inspected the town walls near tbe 
principal gate one night last week. 

No ladders have yet been seen at llandoub. 

They have plenty of ammunition which has been recapped at Khaitouni, and about 

a quarter of the force have ritles. _ . . 

They have six camel or mountain-guns ; two have been used in the siege, anti are 
fired at night and dragged away directly afterwards ; the other four are at Hamloub. 

Alimcd Mahmoud lias gone to ltowayah to endeavour to capture the fort at the 

salt works. . . , 

The Emirs talk among themselves, and say it would be easier to take the town man 

Ihc outside forts. 

Abu Girgcli is expected at Handoub about the 10th ol the new moon. 

A large reinforcement started from Khartoum; cholera broke out, and they had to 

return. , . , , .• 

Her Majesty’s ship “Racer” arrived on the 3rd instant : also three companies of 

Egyptians and some artillerymen in the condensing ship. , 

The Italian transport “ Huropa” sailed on the 2*Hh ultimo tor Massowah. I 
promised her Commander that 1 would protect the Italian subjects here if the town was 
«i t tacked 

The French gun-boat “ Mete-ore ’’ sailed on the 2l)tli for Sue/. She called here 
in consequence ot thc loss oi one ot the blades ot hci piopellei, 

Commander II. J. May lias relieved me of the Consular duties to-day. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) E. It. ERA DFORI), 

Commander, li.N . 


Thc Man,uis of Salisbury to Sir tt. White. 

32U>) Foreiyn Office, October 25, 1888. 

I HAVE received your Excellency's despatch No. 31)1), Confidential, ot tho 
Uth instant, informing'me of the interview you had had with the Grand Vizier, 
when his Highness alluded to certain proposals, which he had received the Sultan s 
orders to draw up, respecting the position of this country to Egypt ; and I hllu ' 
state that the language which you held to his Highness on the subject is approved by 
Her Majesty’s Government. 

•’ I am, Ac. 

(Signed) KAElSRUllY. 


No. 15. 

Admiralty to Foreiyn Office.—(Received October 27.) 

s j r Admiralty, October 25, 1888. 

I AM commanded i>v the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
Ihc perusal of the Secretary of State for Foreign Aifairs, copy oi a letter Iroin tlm 
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Commanding Ofltor Her M’s ship “Gannct,” dated at Sotddn the 20th 
September, reporting the state oL altans. f am & e . 

(Signed) It. D. AM DRY. 


Inclosure in No. 15. 

Common BmlJM <» AJM HU «»,»/ l* »"** <f ***"*■ 

“ Gannrtat Suakin, September 20, 18^8. 

Sir, . , . i) nv ni Hi«r]nu‘ss that l toolc over the duties 

or ^ “ <”> «• ,,m ' 

instant. , - D ^,w nn +i u . morn ins; of the 11th. 

The “ Dolphin” sailed for Sue/, and P • ‘ harmless old men cutting 

- 

oil’ w ith loss ot five or six killed. months, trading with the 

S X ffU— »e ...at .,0 has ,eeived ovc 

5Li P rSTwi. Mined UP hv one Osn.au Mah, who is in command 

of the force investing the town. vomuls at small parties of the enemy. 

On the 15th and 10 U. he art. « ^‘"f^and tbit were seen nuuehin^ 

On the morning ot the 17th a iai„ pa . U)U shell (,-ange too long for 

from ITandoul), and 1 opened hie o ^ u , natcr forts, and during the night 

Shrapnel) . this parly °" k i' 1 ’,” JJ', [ |00 va ,' ( ls in front of the water forts, with the 

XZt o/'pieSne W to'vnspo.M.hs^S ^"^le to visit the wells 

On the niglrl ot he t < h, .d.< 3 a.m., tluj n^l ^ ,,,, a pretty 

water lort.; the musketis Ini 1 v . 0 water forts and a 10-ineh mortal 

Constant fusilade from .hen .nlr.™ nnenh^ t »™.«1riHo. 

ssvrr s rSTde!; 1 ^; m mms u “- 

3855 ? — in * u '" 

‘"'T'r'moruing 1 opened lire on a eonvoy coming down through the hush, and 

turned it hack into the interior- tm d to-day l have tired 

In the afternoon 1 tired a lew loun ls to ° , 

Shrapnel and common with good etlcct a 11 ^ n .e‘i n Suakin is not sufficient 

5. 1 gather from the l oyernor 1 f ««♦ '* "’orbs.i 

to permit of a movement hemg nm\t .- to 1 . tlial shell-lire will not he 

will have to he done sooner or later, as « o Hn < to «tcnd tin- 

suflieient: the enemy «.11 oave | the ,Uy, and ^ „ |? vus „ 

intrenelnmmts tou.uds the o ■> Ih,'eleelrie lighl is not in working ordei, om 

nrtilieers' havn^taken T in hand «V H»plian Ungineering Stall' is very wea - (one 

left, without the presence ot a mun-oi wai, 

more secure. penalties-—three Egyptian soldiers and two towns- 

8 There have keen very tew casualties u , 1 ~x{ 

people wounded, one being in tlu ‘ ^V 1 . ,’in^mlVto take the place in seven days ; and 

1 I A.h , s,.r.erreporls,hatOsm.u,>. 1 .d m n Mo ia ^ ^ UM mul sixteen 

that up to the evening <>l tlit l Jin 

"■""osman Niah is Iron. I he Nile, and has evidently gained his experience in the s.ege 
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of Khartoum, as this is the first time that, intrcnelimcnts have been thrown up in any 
of the attacks on Suakin. 

The son of Mahomed Ali, Sheikh of the Friendlies, has deserted to the rebels; lie 
has gone north to stir up the tribes against the Government. 

9. I am doing the duties ot Consul in the absence of Mr. Cameron’s successor. 

10. The ship’s company have sull'ered from a severe attack of fever, which 
does not appear to decrease, two or three fresh eases occurring every day. Half the 
engine-room staff are in hospital or sick, which makes the work very heavy for the 
remainder. 

September 21.—I have kept this letter open to the last moment, so as to send the 
latest information. 

This morning flic enemy have worked round to the left of the water forts, within 
1,500 yards of the town wall, and at about 8 a.m. they commenced a heavy fusilade, 
sending out a body ot mounted men towards Fort Foulah; they showed in considerable 
numbers, at least 1,000 foot-men. 

Shell has very little effect on them, as they watch for the flash of the gun and take 
cover at once. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) BAllTON 11. BEADFOB1). 


No. 10. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 27, 2'40 p.m.) 

(No. 121.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October 27, 1888, 2 , 30 p.m. 

THE news from Suakin causes some little anxiety. The officer commanding 
reports that the artillery lire of the enemy lias greatly improved. Grenfell is about 
to go there, and it is probable that some field artillery"will also be dispatched, so as 
to endeavour to drive the enemy from tlieir present position, which threatens the 
water supply of the town. 

I am urging the Egyptian authorities to lose no time in approving the militan 
proposals explained in my despatch No. 319 of the 9th. I think that this will at 
once he done. 


No, 17. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph, October 27.) 

(No. 332. Ext. 121.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 27, 1888. 

I HAVE had the honour to inform your Lordship by telegraph, this day, that the 
most recent news from Suakin causes some little anxiety. 

Colonel llolled Smith, the officer commanding, reports that the artillery lire oT 
the enemy has greatly improved. Sir Francis Grenfell is about, to go to Suakin, and it 
is probable that some field artillery will also he dispatched thither, so as to endeavour 
to drive the enemy from their present position, which threatens the water supply of 
the town. 

I am urging the Egyptian authorities to lose no time in approving the militan 
proposals explained in my despatch to your Lordship No. 317 of the 91 li instant. 

I think that this will at once be done. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. HARING. 





4 


u 


of Egypt, the Sultan miglit be induced to abandon tbe idea of sending Turkish troops 
to Egypt proper. 

The appointment of a Commissioner would not require the consent of the Powers, 
and it might be the means of facilitating the whole course of the negotiations. 

The Commissioner might only have a consultative voice, and Ilcr Majesty’s 
Government would be able to choose the individual. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. DRUMMOND WOLFF. 


No. 32. 

Mr. Egertov to the Marquis of Sftlisbiuy.—(Received August 23, 3*30 P.M.) 

(No. 114.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 23, 188o, 2‘dO p.m. 

NUBAR PASHA indignant at false news published by Havas, 18th and 20th, 
respecting meeting of Egypt ian Ministers to discuss question of English Protectorate. 
Representation from Porte to Khedive in consequence of these statements. 
Publication evidently made to create suspicion at Po v te simultaneous with 
Sir II. Wolff’s visit to Constantinople. 

Nubar Pasha has [ ? ] from Havas agent here in consequence. 

| (Repeated to Wolff.) 


No. 33. 

The Miugii' s of (Salisbury to Sir J. Walsham. 

(No. 50.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, August 21, 1885, 8 A.M. 

INFORM M. de Ring that I am distressed to hear that the Havas Agency 
states that Egyptian Ministers have been summoned to discuss question of English 
Protectorate, and apparently imputes the suggestion to Her Majesty’s Government. 
No such suggestion has been made by Her Majesty's Government to any one. 
Wolff's mission as far as regards the external relations of Egypt is directed mainly 
to obtaining Turkish military assistance in defending and organizing the parts of the 
Soudan contiguous to Egypt. 1 stated this to M. Wnddington. 


1 

jk 



The Mmqnis of Salisbury to Sir Walsham. 

(No. 7Id. Ext. 50.) 

sjj,. Fotdgn Office, August 21, 1885. 

I 1NSTH I’CTKD you to-day, by telegraph, to inform M. de Ring that T ha\e seen, 
with great regret, a statement by the “ Havas Ageney ’’ that the Egyptian Ministers 
ha \e been summoned 1o discuss the question of an English Protectorate over Egypt, 
with an apparent imputation 1 hat the suggestion comes from Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

T have authorized jou to state that no such suggestion has been made to any one 
h\ Her Mnjestj’s Government, and to inform M. de I’ing that the mission which has 
been intrusted* to Sir 11. I). Wolll’, as far as it regards the external relations of Egypt, 
is directed mainly to obtaining from His Majesty the Sultan the military assistance of 
Turkey in defending and organizing the northern districts of the Soudan contiguous 
to Egypt. 

\ have already stated this in conversation to the French Ambassador here. 

1 am, &e. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 
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No. 3 j. 

The Marquis of SaUslnu y to Sir II. Drummond 11 'old'. 

(No. d.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, August 2!, S A.M. 

YOUR telegram No. 10 of 22nd instant. 

T leave Turkish Commissioner to your discretion. 

Egcrton has been instructed to send you important telegrams. 


No. 36. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir II. Drummond Wolff. 

(No. 8. Ext. 1.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 21, 1885. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 10 of yesterday’s date, I informed you 
to-day by telegraph that I leave to your discretion the question of the appointment of 
a Turkish Commissioner to assist in the negotiations for the reorganization of Egypt. 

I have instructed Mr. Egcrton to repeat directly to you all important telegrams. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


* 



No. 37. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir II. Drummond IVolff. 

(No. 5.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, August 21, 18S5, 2‘5 p.m. 

YOURS No. 7 of 20th. 

Vincent says that sum reserved to Egyptian Treasury from new loan must he kept 
for other purposes. 

Amount provided for total Soudan expenditure in normal budget is 110,000/., 
but of this it was calculated that 70,000/. or more might ho available for subsidies for 
Chiefs on frontier. But exact amount would depend on expenditure at Kuakin. 


No. 38. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir II. Drummond Wolff. 

''No. 10. Ext. 5.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 2f, 1885. 

WITH reference to your telegraphic despaleh No. 7 of the 20th instant, inquiring 
whether there is any money remaining out of the now Egyptian loan, or otherwise 
obtainable from either English or Egxptiau somces, by which the Arab Chief- in the 
Soudan could he subsidized, I informed you to-day by telegraph that Mr. Vincent, who 
was consulted on the matter, states that the sum reserved for the Egyptian Treasury 
from the new loan must he kept for other purposes than that suggested by you. 

The amount provided for the total expenditure in the Soudan in the normal 
Hudgot i- 110 , 000 /.; out of this total it was calculated that 70,000/., or even more, 
might he available for providing subsidies to the Arab Chiefs in the neighbourhood of 
the frontier: hut the exact amount tohede\oted to this purpose will depend on the 
• \pendilure incurred at Suahin. 

1 am, Ac. 

Signed) SALISBURY. 
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rri.p “Hnmot” leaves to-morrow morning, having been relieved by the 
« 8tarliiv- ” I have placed the latter to the southward of the town, this ship being to 
fcSSiJ They are thus i„ the host position ^ ^ 

_(• 41 ,„ (vpru-hes bein'* about 3,300 yards from either stop, the Hanna ims m 
sitto inf™cTCi-elv from feven she has about forty sick and in hospital "<>* of h™ 
complement of 140. Many of the eases, however, occurred hefore she man m 

lied Sea. 


I am, &c. 

(Saued) ii. MAT, Commander, 11.N., 

v ° Acting Consul. 


No. 21. 

Sir E. Baring to tlm Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received November 5.) 

(No. 335.) Cairo, October 28, 1888. 

My V’uAVB the honour to inclose a copy of the Report of Mahomed Zcky l*asha. 

Mr. \Villeoeks has, however, explain^‘Jeultivahle land, 
The maximum quantity ol soluiak « , ... , S -n j u -|gg<j i K . 

which, hy reason (>r . ^sjimata'is 23(5 000 acres. The mean between the two 

28(5 000 acres; the minimum estimate is w«n>,ouu ueics. 

concerned, 00,000 aer,, enllivated with Indian corn 
.O limiting the amount of “.hcraU ” 

any l“hMtaf'exception (ho Mndirs co-operated heartily with the 
Public Works Department. | have, &e. 

(Signed) E. BAB1NG. 


No. 22. 

Sir K. Itarimj h Hi r .War,./. <’f S»Hdmf 9 .-(K m \tri Nc-mb,;- 10, »»».) 

(No. 128. Confidential.) jvbl -ember 10, 188S, 10 A.M. 

(Telesraplnc.) SimWii are somewhat alarming. Dervishes have 

heei/reiulhrced." Oreniel. wants ... ilriiv then, out of » r J ,1“",^^ 

a.ou,.l he sent up the Nile to take 

as 1 regret necessity of offi nsiv, .action, I am inclined l„ think dervishes 
could not he lell to oeenpy their present potion mneh l.mgu, 

Onehlaeipiatlalmn ,s .m.h-roMcrs h„ bnaktn.^ 

„ ,^1,Skiffledo^'nXng’m. (hvnfell arrives, when whole position can he 

*»«•« souih ihau Asbi ° ut if ii , ' :i " 

l>e possibly 1 avoided, and 1 think it can be avoided ^ 

1 will telegraph more lull) alter (.renloll umus. 


o 
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No. 23. 


Sir E. Baring In the Marquis of Sctlisburi/. — (Here!red November 12.) 

(No. 312.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 1, 1888. 

I HAVE th(> honour to inclose an extract from the official journal, from which 
it appears that the Egyptian Government has decided to inlroduee considerable 
modifications into the system of paying for the education of the young Egyptians 
whom, for some years past, it luio been tlie habit to send to Prance. The Director of 
the establishment in France will, for the present at all events, continue in the pay of 
the Egyptian Government, but the expenses of the scholars themselves will, for 
the most part, he borne by their parents or guardians. When the number of State- 
paid pupils, which now amounts to twent)-four, lias been reduced to ten, two scholars 
will he annually sent to Europe to he educated at the Government expense. 

(Confidential.) 

The step taken In the Egyptian Go\eminent and briefly described above is one 
of very considerable importance. 1 propose to dwell on it at some little length. 

It is desirable that a certain number of young Egyptians belonging to the upper and 
middle classes should he educated under European auspices. It is scarcely too much lo 
say that, save through the medium of some European language, no instruction worth) 
of the name—and certainly no instruction in modern sciences—can he imparted. 
"Without an effective system of European instruction, it cannot he hoped that much 
progress will be made in the way of substituting native for European agency in those 
branches of the Government service which are now, in a greater or less degree, 
administered under European guidance. 

Two alternative systems may he adopted to attain the object in view. 

One is to send children of from 10 to 12 years old to Europe, and allow them to 
remain there until they have completed their education. 

The other is to alford European education in Eg)pt, and, in some few eases, to 
encourage young men of from is to 20 years of age to visit Europe for a short time 
towards the close of their scholastic career. 

Both of these systems find advocates in Egypt. 

Nubar l’asha is strongly in favour of sending children of tender vears to Europe, 
lie argues, not only that it is comparatively dillicult to impart a knowledge of a 
foreign language in Egypt, hut that, in order to obtain a full measure of beneficial 
results, it is essential, during the veins in which a hoy's character ami habit* of 
thought are being formed, to remove him altogether from his Egyptian surroundings, 
from the moral atmosphere of his family, and especially from the influence of the 
harem. 

Itinz kasha, on the other hand, is in favour of alTording European education in 
Egypt. The arguments iu support of this system are mainly of a negative character. 
They are based on the objections to the alternative plan. 

It is thought that voting Egyptians educated in Europe lose, in some degree, 
their national character; that, espeeiall) if educated in France, they return imbued 
with principles which, in polities, lead to anarch), and in the domain of religious 
thought to atheism; that the) earn no weight with their countrvmen, to whose 
customs and habits of thought they are alien; and that but too often they return 
with worthless hybrid characters, having assimilated to themselves whatever is vicious 
in "Western civilization, whilst In residence in Europe they have lost many of the good 
qualities which, even in its decadence, an impartial observer will accord lo (lie 
backward civilization of the East. 

The arguments on both sides of this dillicult question might he dev eloped at much 
greater length, hill 1 have probably said sufficient to indicate their nature, lour 
Lordship has been Secretary of State for India, and will prohabl) remember Unit 
cognate questions have constantly formed the subject of discussion in connection with 
tin* education of the natives of that counfrv. 

1 do not entertain a very strong personal opinion on the relative merits ol the 
two systems which l have described above. Both mav be credited with certain 
advantages and disadvantages. 

Either system intelligent!) applied may be productive ol good results, i could 
cite many instances of Eg t vptians who, having been educated in Europe, have turned 
out well, and of others who have, with favourable results, received a quasi-European 
[752] F 
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i Tt U of course, difficult to differentiate between tlic degree of 

success due to the merits of the system employed, and tlic degree due to the fact that, 
in the favourahh' cases, the system had to deal with a promising subject. 

T .mil ‘so cito many i,'stances or fail,.vo in respect to tlio results ot education 
•dfonl i n Europe. There can, in Tact, l,e no doubt that many of the young 
1 v ils who return lo Egypt after a long residence in Europe arc, more or less open 
to” the criticisms which I harm indicated above. It is, moreover, especially worthy o 
* n i nr, fnv nc T h‘iv<‘ hpen able to observe, resideuce m Europe, whilst it, 
imparts a thin veneer of civilization and probably shakes the faith of the people m the 
Mahommedan religion, not only dot's not haul up to conversion to Christianity, hut, 
more than this, appears to do little to instil tolerance or to mitigate fanatical dislike o 

CllVi 1S^ ( o! h £"Xnativ, ; system of educating in Egypt could, I do not doubt, 
also ho cited lmt they naturally attract less attention, and, moreover the system has 
been tried on too limited a scale to admit of any very wide generalization being ma - 

aSt %trXw.'r he the merits of the rival systems, it is ^uite certain that public 
opinion in Egypt, and notably Mahommedan public opinion, is decidedly in iavour 

view of the tact that politics, administration and snc.nl halu ^ aU U, 

sufficiently mtcl igcn , ^ • altordinf' that instruction, he will prefer that. 

^ ^ * . . . ihouU1 ' 1 

<" H-H emutitutes a strong ground for 
endeavouring .lor,, h —i™^ ponces 

rEisa ttS'cast s; 

Sviuuis _,o m lo he i‘Ui"'ht h\ the Ymeriean missionaries. I helie\e that .i 

^ iml'e propo'rlion of Iho girls" who alloud Miss Wl,at,-lev's cxccllcnl school are 

Clu ' i li;'^-, , m considerable number of Hg M ,lian Christians obtain a fair education, 
ms'kilo alien,! I,,esc selnads .,,,! J;;-;"; 

-r less degree, luupd «■ ‘ a s ™ 5 "> Copt and the Syrian is 

Mahommedans slum d ugatd n ! ini ... ’ an(1 „J wcr> a ml, as civilized 

outstripping the Mahommei an m 1 • tlmMhis movement will increase in 

El-Azhar were lauglit th.il tlK SU, | S'"' | ( „ t t , slm goes round Iho 

LiTld t 1 u^iol mldhe'tll - .„rmi,„l .ho i„„„e,io„ ihal ho 

considered Iho point one ol very slight | | K1V , ndopled as 


1 was not consulted before the Circular was framed, hut before il was published 
Itiaz Pasha sent Kahil Pasha, tlu- Secretary to the Council of Minister.., to me with 
a copy. The view I took of the matter was that the merits and demerits of the rival 
systems were pretty equally balanced, that, if anything, the balance of .argument was 
on the side of the system favoured hv Itiaz Pasha, provided it hi' intelligently applied, 
and that the matter was one which could very properly he left to the discretion of 
the Egyptian Government, more especially as, under Itiaz Pasha’s auspices, the whole 
administrative machine is working very well and smoothh. I did not, therefore, 
think it necessary to interfere. 

The future of this important question remains to bo considered. 

It. is essential that, as the system of sending young Egyptians to Europe is to lu* 
discontinued, stops should he taken to improve and to extend the system under which 
European instruction is afforded in Egypt. Unless this hi' done, the measure which 
has now been adopted will prove a retrograde step, and in a few years tin* number of 
Egyptians capable of taking an intelligent pari in thi* administration of the country, 
so far from being increased, will he diminished. Ilia/. Pasha is, T believe, fully alive 
to the necessity of action in this matter, hut looking to the embarrassments which 
still attend the financial situation of the country, and to tin* many questions which 
occupy tin* attention of tin 1 Government,! confess that 1 am not without apprehension 
lest the destructive part of the change of policy, which is easy of execution, should 
be accomplished, whilst tin* constructive portion, which is far more difficult, should 
he more or less allowed to fall into abeyance. I do not for the present, at all events, 
propose to make any detailed suggestions of my own. The initiative should, 1 think, 
come from the Egyptian Government. Hut I shall watch with interest to sec* what, 
is done, and 1 shall not fail lo press frequently on Ilia/ Pasha I In* importance of 
giving continued attention to this question. 

On one branch of the subject 1 entertain a strong opinion. Up lo the present 
time, whatever European education has been imparted to Egyptians has been almost, 
exclusively French. French is the official European language in Egypt. Com¬ 
paratively very few Egyptians speak English. The European professors at the. 
different colleges are almost exclusively French. Hut little attention is paid to the 
study of English. The English teachers are few in number, ill-paid, and of very 
mediocre ability. The French Government has, for the last fifty years, done all in 
its power to encourage the spread of French education in Egypt, whilst little or 
nothing has been done on the English side. 

No very rapid change is possible in a system which has taken such deep roots in 
the country. Nevertheless, I am very decidedly of opinion that both in Egyptian 
and in English interests a gradual change should, if possible, he elVecled in the 
direction of substituting English for French educational influences in Egypt. 


I have no hesitation in saying that young Egyptians are more likely to pi* spot* 
under English than under Erench educational auspices. In so far as regard*, the 
actual instruction afforded, there is probably little to choose between tin* two. The 
popular French view which, however absurd, has taken a certain hold of the public 
mind in Egypt—is that French education is more thorough and scientific than 
English, which turns out good cricketers and polo players, hut had scholars. Without 
dwelling on this point I need only say that, from the point of view of pure instruction, 
whilst l certainly should not admit any inferiority, I should not he inclined to claim 
anv superiority' for English over French education. 

Hut if we are to regard (‘ducalion in its true sense, that is to say, noi merely as a 
means for imparting certain quantities of information, hut ns a means for forming the 
character and for developing the physical qualities of the body and tlu* moral qualities 
of the mind, the superiority of the English over the French system, w hen applied to 
Orientals, is very marked. What a young Egyptian mainly requires is that his body 
should he strengthened by athletic exercises, and that he should ho trained to habits 
of truthfulness, probity, and self-reliance. Solar as I have been able to judge, the, 
French education a Horded to young Egyptians is very defective under these heads. 
The moral qualities of those who have been trained in France fire, generally speaking, 
not out* whit superior- and in some eases are, 1 should say, absolutely' interior to 
those of young* men who haw* received no such training. In one ii i porta in respect, 
moreover, French education always appears to me rather to mihaiie * cue ol the ) lain 
delect, of Egy ptian character. I f there is one quality more than anoth a* tint I have, 
noticed in Egvptian employes, it is their extreme leal* ol taking any personal 
responsibility, ami their want of resource if left to themselves to deal with any 
incident in the least degree outside the ordinary routine of their daily liv* . English. 
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No. 45. 

Sir A. Paget to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 26.) 

(No. 222. Most Confidential.) 

My Lord, Vienna , August 21, 1885. 

M il’ll relercnce to my despatch No. 218, Coniideniial, of the 20th instant, ] 
have the honour to inform a our Lordship that 1 had to-day some further conversation 
with Count Kulnoky on the subject of tin' proposals contained in your Lordship’s 
Confidential telegram No. 25 of the ISth instant For the employment of Turkish 
contingents ai Suakin and on the Nile at the southern frontiers of Egypt proper, and 
that lus Excellency promised that he would send instructions to Laron Calico, the 
Austrian Ambassador at Constantinople, by next Friday’s messenger—the 28tli 
instant*—to place himself in communication with 8ir llenry Drummond "Wolff, with 
the view ol rendering him assistance in bis negotiations with the Porte on this subject 
Count Kulnoky said that he would in the meantime prepare Laron Calico, by 
telegraph, for the receipt of these instructions. 

I expressed to Count Kulnoky my best thanks for this intended friendly action. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) A PAGET. 


No. 40. 

Sir J. Walsham to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 26.) 

(No. 550. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Paris, August 21, 1885. 

IN obedience to your Lordship's telegraphic instructions of this morning, I called 
upon Laron do Ling, and expressed to him the regret which had been felt by your 
Lordship at hearing that in the “Agence Havas” a statement had been made to the 
effect that the Egyptian Ministers had been summoned for the purpose of discussing 
the question of an English Protectorate, and that apparently the suggestion was 
attributed to Her Majesty's Go\ eminent in the “Agence.” 

I explained that Her Majesty's Government bad made no such suggestion to 
anybody, and that, as your Lordship had already had occasion to assure M. Wad- 
dington, Sir Drummond 'Wolff's mission, as far as the external relations of Egypt were 
concerned, is directed mainly to obtaining military assistance for the defence and 
organization of such parts of the Soudan as are contiguous to Egypt. 

Laron de Ling asked me to convey to your Lordship his thanks for the communi¬ 
cation I had been instructed to make to tbe Ercnch Government, and said be would be 
obliged to me if I would let him have a Memorandum of my statement, in order that 
he might forward it to M. de Erevcinot. I therefore, on returning to the Embassy, 
prepared and forwarded to him, privately, the confidential statement of which a copy 
is inclosed. 

With regard to the proposed plan of employing regular Turkish troops outside the 
limits of Egypt proper, M. de Ling remarked that he would not venture* to offer an 
opinion as to whether it would he regarded by the Ercnch Government as advantageous 
or not, but he could not help feeling and hoping that in regard to the idea of employing 
Turkish troops ns such, in Egypt itself, there would not ho found to he any great 
di\ergenee in the Hows of the two Governments, 

So far from objecting to their employment, the Ereucli Government would he in 
favour of the plan so long as completely-formed battalions of the actual Turkish army, 
with their officers, were not transferred to Egypt. The ground on which this latter 
plan would he regarded by tbe Trench Government as open to objection w r as not 
because the troops would be Turkish, but because, little by little, tbe Khedivial army 
would in iva’ity emue almost necessarily under tbe direct orders and control of the 
Sultan, the Khedive himself having merely nominal authority over his troops, whereas, 
trnm the Eiench point of view. His llmhness should unquestionably not be a mere 
cypher in 1 he matter. 

There wen*, Laron de Uimr went on to say, excellent Turkish officers on half-pay 
“Svho would he only too glad of employment, and first-rate troops could be recruited in 
the I'm In-h provinees, so that tin* nucleus of a Mussulman force was, so to speak, 
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ready at hand, and might he of invaluable service in the formation of the new 
Egyptian aimy. 

As I knew from y our Lordship’s despatch No. G96 of the 7th instant the language 
you had held to M. "Waddington on this point, I mentioned that, although Her 
Majesty’s Government saw no objection to the assistance of Turkish troops in main¬ 
taining order in Egypt itself, they were aware of the objection entertained by the 
French Government, and had not, therefore, insisted upon their own view of the ease. 
Baron de Ling’s manner certainly left me w ith the impression—possibly a mistaken 
one—that there was a desire on tin* part of the French Government to act in a loss 
unfriendly spirit towards England in respect to Egypt if they saw their way to 
doing so. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN WALSHAM. 


Inclosure in No. 46. 

Memorandum. 

(Confidential.) 

THE Marquis of Salisbury has heard with great regret that a statement has been 
made in the “Agence 1 Lavas ” to the effect that the members of the Egyptian Ministry 
had been summoned for the purpose of discussing the question of a Lritish Protec¬ 
torate, and the suggestion is apparently imputed in the “Agence” to Her Majesty s 
Government, whereas to no one have Tier Majesty’s Government made any such 
suggestion. 

As Lord Salisbury lias already had occasion to explain to the French Ambassador, 
the main object of Sir D. ‘Wolff’s mission, as far as the external relations of Egypt are 
concerned, is to obtain Turkish military aid lor the defence and organization ol the 
parts of the Soudan bordering on Egypt. 

Pans. .Unjust 21, 1SS5. 


No. 47. 

.'*/ it. Drummond II ohj to the Maiquis of Salisbury. —( Received August 26.) 

(No. 15.) 

(Telegraphic.) Constantinople, August 25, 1885. 

TO-DAY as I was leaving to pay my visits the Grand Vizier called. Ho stayed 
with me more than an hour, and was most friendly and reassuring. After him Edliem 
Pasha called with same explosions. 

Later, Austrian Ambassador told me that Austria was always pleased to assist in 
promoting a good understanding between England and Turkey, and he looked on the 
circumstance of my being accredited to the Sultan as of itsell being a step that would 
please* his Government. He had learnt this morning from his Government of a confi¬ 
dential communication made by your Lordship, and, though In* had not received 
precise instructions, he was directed to do everything to promote the understanding 
between English and Turkish Governments. 

Uussian Ambassador was most friendly in manner, and said his Goveimmn 
would certainly do nothing to prevent solution of the Egyptian complications. 

Ercnch Ambassador said what bethought the right policy would he to establish 
(he regime of the Treaties as it existed before the Condominium, recognizing the 
rights ol the Sultan, lmt «*u the same time establishing a state of things which was 
practically, though tacitly, neutralization of Egypt, while (lie fina ei s should he undci 
the joint control of England and France, who alone were interested in the question. 

I have though! it best all through to avoid either raising or discussing any con¬ 
tentious question, but have all through proclaimed that 1 wa- charged with no mission 
of any kind except in regard to Egyptian allairs. 1 also said that Her Majesty's 
Government were heat on observing the stipulations of the Treaties. 

All the Ambassadors most civil in their assurances. 
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ein quanto, tandis quo ccux inscrits au Budget nc depassent pas vmgt-quatrc. Etant 
donno co ddsir de la part des parents, appele a allcr on augmentant d’annde en ann6e, 
ainsi que tout porte a le croire, le Ministere dc l’Instruction Publique ostime qu ll n y 
a plus aucune n^cossitd, pour l’Ktat, dc supporter des dispenses, pour un nombre 

relativement eleve d’el&ves. v . . 

Lo Gouvernement devrait done sc borncr a envoyer a ses trais en Europe un seul 
el6vc, et choisir a cet effet le plus intelligent parmi ccux qui ont termine lours 6tudes 
dans les hautes 6coles ct dans les ecoles spdciales existant en Egypte. Cet 61£ve irait 
ainsi on Europe pcrfectionner scs etudes dans les (liverscs branches (jui le rendent apte 
a devenir ingenicur, medccin, magistrat, on a 1 aocomplissoment dautres fonctions. 
L’Etat pourrait dgalenaent envoyer un autre eli^vc, clioisi parmi ccux ayant obtenu le 
No. 2 dans leurs dtudes, ct so ebarger de la moitie des frais dc son entretion on Europe, 
dont l’autre moitie restcrait a la charge dc scs parents. 

Si l’on a autrefois adopte le systemc d’envoyer des chives Egyptiens en Europe, 
cVitait par pure necessite, ear lors de l’avenement, du grand M6hemed Aly au gouveinc- 
ment do l’Egypte, les seules sciences et connaissances cultivecs dans le pays etaient 
alors la jurisprudence ct ce qui s’y rapporte. En presence d un tel etat de choscs, le 
grand Mehemcd Aly iugca qu’il y avait urgenco a faire revivre les sciences en Egypte, 
oil P Etat et la population en avaient, un si grand besom. Sa grande preoccupation et 
sa haute sollicitude curent, des lors, pour principal objcctif, la fondation des ecoles 
pour h'squelh'S il fit venir des professeurs de mento appcles des diverses parties de 
I’Europe Mais l’ignorance etait telle alors dans les masses, qu on etait oblige 
il’employer la force pour recruter des elhves, aussi bicn que des soldats pour 1 armee. 
On pent juger par lit des graiulcs difficult^ qu’il y avait a surmonter en vuo d envoyer 

des olives en Europe. , ,, , , . . , „ , 

Cost pour imiter ce bcl cxemplc et attemdre le noble but poursmvi par le grand 
Mehemed Aly, que le Gouvernement Khedivial a continue jusqu’a ce jour a suivrc ce 

SySt, Mni S nujoiiriVhui, griirii la diffusion (les sciences et. ,les lumii'rcs qui se sent 
prnpairees dans le pays, la population, on gdndral, eomprend mamtenant que si la 
nrospi'ritd est lo rdsullnt do 1‘Mmotion, l’iapiomnco cst inseparable de la nuscre. La 
preuvo irrecusnblo que eottc veritd a etc enfm comprise, c cst que nous Comptons 
iotuollomo.it cinqnantc fills™, qui font lours etudes on Europe aux. frais do lours 
parents, ce qui demontro suraboudamment qu’il n y a plus de necessite. pour 1 Etat dc 
continuer a en envoyer ,V ses frais. Toutefois, elant 

le Conseil des Ministres a decide, dans sa seance du .Teudi 1- ballai, 1300 (18 Octolm, 
1888), qu’on enverrait en Europe deux clftvcs seulement, pris parmi les plus intelli- 
gents et que I’Etat pourvoirait aux frais de lour entretion; vu qu il est inadmissible 
que la moitid des frais do l’un d’eux soient supports par l Etat, et 1 autre moi le par les 
parents. T1 a egalomo.il ddeidd quo l’onvoi annuel on Europe des deux cloves dont 
il s’agit, commeneera seulement quand le nombre de ceux qui s y trouvent aetuelle- 

ment. aux frais de I’Etat sera reduit a dix. N . , 

Le Ministre de l’Instruction l’nbliquc etablira alors one ngh* tondamcntalc pour 
I’oxanum, et au l.esoin pour le tirage au sort, en vuo de designer ccux qu. mentent 
d’etre envoyes eu Europe. L’ceonomic resultant ilc cctte mesure dans le budget ik la 
mission en Europe, sera utilisde pour etomlre (*t devoloppor I etat dc 1 instruction dans 

les denies dc l’intdrieur dc 1’Egypte. . v , 

Eu consequence de ce qui prdcdde, j’a. Vhonneuv dc communique.- a votie Exeel- 

lencc cette ddcision pour en assurer I’cxccution. 

Le President du Conseil des M mist res, 

(Signd) ltlAZ. 


Xo. 24. 

Admiralty ta Foreign Office.—{Received November 13.) 

Admiralty, November t), 1888. 

t,=! g 0 om:“L°M^ V “Ommof’ anlf “Racct,” dated the 

2nd Octoher, respecting the state of atlairs at buakin. 

’ r ° L am, no. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 
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Inelosurc 1 in Xo. 24. 

Commander Bradford to Admiral His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh. 

Sir, “ Cannct,” at Suakin , October 2, 1888. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that since my last general letter, dated 
ike 20th September, 1888, Her Majesty’s ship under my command has remained at 
Suakin. 

2. The following have been the movements of foreign ships of war:— 

Italian transport “Europa” arrived here from Masson ah on the 21th ultimo, and 
-ailed on the 20th for the same place. 

French gun-bo.at “Mcteorc” arrived on the 24th from Assail Bay, and sailed on the 
29th for Suez. 

3. On the morning of the 21st September the mounted infantry moved out to the 
southward of the town. The rebels at once manned their left entrenchments, keeping 
up a heavy fusilade, in spite of the fire from ship and forts. A large party of horse and 
foot men were observed in the hush, and the mounted infantry retired with a loss of three 
wounded (one mortally). Tn the afternoon, about 4, the rebels again manned their 
entrenchments, firing at the train, and people going to the wells inside the ridge. This 
has been repeated on the 22nd and following days. On each occasion 1 shelled them 
heavily with shrapnel, the forts using their Krupp guns. 

On the 22nd, at 8-45 r..w., they placed a small mountain-gun on the ridge between 
the Water Forts, firing three or four shells into the town. The guns on the lines soon 
obliged them to withdraw it. This has been repeated, at intervals, for the last fortnight. 
Several shells have fallen in the town, but only two exploding, the percussion fu/.es being 
very. old. 

Two women have been wounded in the town by ritie bullets. 

The Friendlies made a reconnaissance on the 24th. They went out a \ery short, 
distance to the northward of Right Water Fort, and returned with one man wounded. 

At 10 p.m. on the 25th they made a heavy attack on the Right Water Fort, setting 
the brushwood zereba round the tort on lire. They were repulsed. One artilleryman 
was killed ; rebel loss not known. 

On the 2Gth they fired as usual from entrenchments, and were shelled by ship and 
forts. 

The 5-inch shrapnel have been used with good effect, nearly every shell bursting 
over the trenches. 

About 10 p.Ar. they commenced a fresh entrenchment oil the right front of the Right 
Water Fort, and within 500 yards. They were shelled by ship and forts while at work. 
At daylight on the 27th a heavy fire was opened on the trench, 2,800 yards from ship, 
compelling them to abandon it during (lie night of the 28th. 

Several deserters have come in. They state that the losses in the right trench were 
very heavy, and that it was impossible to live in it. 

Three men were wounded in the Right Water Fort on tin* afternoon of the 20th. 

The steam-ship “John Render,” of the Eastern Telegraph Company, arrived on the 
afternoon of the 28th. Her search light was placed at the disposal of the Governor, and 
has been of great use in preventing the rebels working at night. 

Yesterday and to-day the enemy have been quieter, only occasional shots having 
been fired, hut, they can still he seen in the hush, and are reported to he waiting for 
reinforcements from Tokar. On the 30th a body of cavalry was dispersed by three shells 
from the ship. 

I regret that on the morning of the 1st instant a common shell exploded in the bore 
of the foremost 7-inch rifle muzzle-loading gun, killing a girl and wounding one man and 
a woman on the beach abreast the ship, it had been previously tired with a similar 
charge and projectile. 

Several deserters have come in. They state that there are about 2,000 men in the 
vicinity of the Water Forts, and that the losses have been very heavy, principally in the 
right trench, and that they sutler Iron, thirst. 

The men armed with rides are blacks, old Egyptian soldiers, and are kept in their 
places by Arab spearmen in a second trench behind ; at night their arms are taken from 
them, and they are well guarded. 

The horsemen are principally Bagarras, and the spearmen Jalins from the Nile. 

Osman Digna was opposed to the operations, hut is obliged to assist, in obedience to 
orders received from the Khalifa Abdullah. 

Thev expect reinforcements Iroui Tokar; about 250 have already arrived au 
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ITandoub. Osman Naib wishes to capture the Water Forts first, and then expects the 
town to surrender from thirst. He also personally inspected the town walls near the 
principal gate one night last week. 

No ladders have yet been seen at Handoub. 

They have plenty of ammunition, which has been recapped at Khartoum, and about 
a quarter of the force have rifles. 

They have six camel or mountain guns : two have been used in the siege, and are 
fired at night, and dragged away directly afterwards; the other four are at Handoub. 

Ahmed Mahmoud has gone to Rowcyah to endeavour to capture the fort at the salt 
works. 

The artificers of the ship have been repairing one of the condensors. A condensing 
ship is ordered from Suez; when she arrives the town will be independent of the water 
from the wells for drinking purposes. 

On the 27th ultimo Mr. John P. Compton, gunner, assisted by Henry Salmon, 
gunner’s mate, and Michael Hurley, leading seaman, cleaned and repaired the Gardner 
gun of the Right Water Fort under a heavy fire, and in an exposed position on top of the 
fort, and 1 beg to bring their conduct under your Royal Highness’ notice ; also the First 
Lieutenant, Charles H. Hare, has been very useful in laying the 5-inch breech-loading 
guns, being a crack shot. 

I shall recover the extra pay for work from the Egyptian Government in the same 
manner as on previous occasions. 

Another Egyptian battalion is on the way from Suez, and is expected to arrive 
to-morrow. This will make the town more secure, but will not be sufficient for operations 
in the open. 

Trade is going on at Agig, and no doubt the rebels obtain supplies from that 
place. 

4. I have not been able to obtain any information from Massowah with reference to 
the Italian garrison. 

5. The number of rounds fired is as follows 


.Vinch U.L. .. 

• • • • 

.. .. 148 (principally shrapnel). 

7-inch U.M.L. 

• • , , ,, fi 

5 

til-prs, It.M.L. 

. 

.. .. 19 


Total heavy guns .. .. 

.. 172 

Xovdenfeldt .. 


., .. <>40 

Gardner 

. 

.. .. 20 


Total mnehino-guns .. 

. - ,. SCO 


1 have had to fire half-charges principal!} from the 5-inch breech-loader to economize 
powder. 

October 3, 1888.—Eight Soudanese, two women, and an Arab, deserters, came in 
yesterday from Handoub. They confirm previous information; much discontent exists 
amongst the rebels about the want of food, water, &e. 

Reinforcements have been sent for, but only a few have arrived fromTokar. Osman 
Naib has asked Osman Digna what he was to do to satisfy the Arabs, who are all 
discontented; the latter replied, “ You would go there against my advice: you may now 
get out of it yourself.” * 

The right trench was made in a very clever way; from the ship it appeared to be 
a continuous entrenchment; it was actually a scries of rifle-pits, connected by a low 
rampart, and consequently very difficult to search out with shell. The artificers and 
electricians of the steam-ship “dohn Pender” are setting up an electric light on 
Quarantine Island. 

The telephone wires connecting the AVater Forts are cut away every night by small 
parties of the enemy. 

A Friendly was wounded on the night of the 3Ulh trying to protect them; land¬ 
mines have been laid down with the object of stopping these raids. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) BARTON If. BRADFORD. 


Iuelosiuv 2 ix No. 24. 


Commander May to Admiral JIi< Rnua / Unihne^ the Duke of h'divhurijli. 

Sir, " I! 'inf' nt Suakin , October S, 1888. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that:— 

1 . On the 3rd October 1 relieved Commander 1>. R. Bradford, of Her Majesty's -hip 
(iannet," as Senior Officer in the Red Sea, since which date— 

2. Both the “Cannot’' and Racer ’’ have remained at Suakin. moored how and 
stern, close to the Custom-house, whence they can most effectively fire on the enemy. 

I have telegraphed to the “Starling" to proceed to Suakin with dispatch to relieve the 
“ Cannot.” 

3. The general .situation remains unchanged ; the enemy continue to occupy their 
trenches and fire on the forts every morning and evening, and -ometime- during the 
night, the works and ships replying, 'This morning about (500 men of the garrison 
advanced to within (100 yards of the enemy’s trenches, and there was a great deal of 
firing on both sides. The intention of the garrison was to draw the enemy into the 
open, where the shell-lire from the ships and forts would take client, hut the enemy 
preferred to remain under cover. 

Deserters come in daily in twos am! three-, and all report growing discontent in luc 
trenches, owing to lack of food and water. There are also many casualties there from 
our shell-fire. The enemy’s losses, as far as can lm judged from the different reports, 
average from two to ten daily. 

It is said that reinforcements are expected by the enemy; others say that they await 
orders from Khartoum ere attacking. 

'This morning’s affair, however, -.coins to .show that (he -pint of the Arabs has 
become cowed by the disheartening work in the trenches, for it was fully expected that 
1 hey would attempt a charge. 

'Hie garrison was reinforced on ilie 3rd October hy the arrival of a battalion of 
t >00 men. 

Including this morning’s work, the casualties .since that date have amounted to about 
two killed and twenty-five wounded, nearly all occurring lids morning, bringing up the 
total losses of the Egyptians to live killed and thirty-two wounded timing the siege. The 
troops tire now returning to the town, but 1 shall not he able to get exact account of the 
operations ere 1 ho steamer leaves. 

As long as the attack on the works is kept up the presence of two ships appear 
advisable. In case of the forts on our right being attacked one ship would render 
assistance in North-west Creek, whilst the other, as now, support ; the Water Forts front 
(‘ustom-house Creek. 

For the reasons given above, however, 1 think the attack will die away shortly. 

Since the 3rd October the ships have fired—• 

.f-inoli common shell ., .. .. .. .. .. .. I 

o-inch shiapnol ,. .. .. .. .. .. til 

1-ini'li N’oideldoldt .. .. .. .. .. ., '>00 

i. There is no news from Massowah. 

5. 1 am sending this letter hy the “John Bender,” telegraph steamer, which 
conveys live of the “ Gannet’s ” worst fever cases to Suez for Malta. 

A temporary hospital i- in use on Quarantine Island, lmt il is very hot, the night 
temperature averaging 90 both there and on board the ships. 

'Phe ‘ Camlet's” health is .-till unsatisfactory; two fresh fever cases this week. 
Sim now has twenty-six in hospital. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) 11. J. MAY. 
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No. 21 A. 

Sir If'. I Vh i/f to flu’ Murqu-s of Salisbury.—(Rt reived November 15, 3 p. si.) 

(No. 7:5. Confidential.) 

^ r I\)>1 1 ic*.) Constantinople, November 15, 18^8. 12'2(i p.m. 

SUAKIN. 

1 have boon assured tlial Moukhtar kasha lias reported to the Sultan views with 
regard to Suakin which appear to me to be based on utterly incorrect data. 

His Excellency. I am told, represents our hold ol‘ Suakin as precarious, and that 
it is probable that, as we are unable to increase its garrison by Egyptian troops, on 
account of tbo expense this would entail, we may have recourse to its occupation by a 
foreign, or even a Turkish, garrison. 

From these incorrect' premises a conclusion is drawn here that we maybe more 
disposed to evacuate Egypt than we were previously. 

1 consider the statement made by your Lordship at the Mansion House on tin 
subject as quite a clear and sufficient reply to any such allegations, but, as Sultan has 
expressed a wish to see me before the end of the present week, 1 should Feel glad if 
your Lordship kindly let me know whether there is anything more that you wish un¬ 
to say. 


No. 24 b. 

Sir IT. White to the Marquis of Salisbury .— (Received hi/ telegraph, November 15.) 
(No. 155. Confidential. Ext. S3.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, November 15, 18SS. 

L HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that T have been assured on good 
authority that Moukhtar Pasha has sent a report respecting the present situation at 
Suakin, which appears to be bast'd on an entire misapprehension of tin* facts of the 
ease. His Excellency represents, J am told, that the garrison is in a very precarious 
position, and that as we shall probably be unwilling to incur the expense of sending 
Egyptian reinforcements, wo may desire to obtain the assistance of a foreign or oven 
a Turkish force. Moukhtar Pasha goes on <0 argue that we would now be more 
disposed to evacuate Egypt than at any previous time. 

Your Lordship’s recent speech at the Mansion House is, I think, a clear and 
.sufficient reply to Moukhtar Pasha’s allegations,but as the Sultan has expressed a wish 
to sec me before (lie end of the week, and is certain to raise the subject, I should be 
glad if your Lordship would instruct me whether 1 should make any further statement 
to His Imperial Majesty or should eonfine myself to repeating the views already so 
well expressed by your Lordship. 

I had the honour to forward the substance of the aho\e to your Lordship In 
telegraph to-day. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) W. .\. WHITE. 


No. 25. 

Sir E. liaring to the Marquis of Salisbury.- -{Received Not ember 15, 5 50 r.M.) 

(No. 132.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo. November 15, 1H8S. 

(! KEN BELL'S report about Suakin is satisfactory in this sense, that noue of the 
tribes in neighbourhood are taking part in the present operations. Besieging force 
consists entirely of tribes from a distance. T have fully discussed the situation with 
him. Riaz Pasiia, and English (ieneral. We are all fully agreed that no otfensiw* 
measures should be taken beyond what are necessary to drive away enemy from the 
trenches tiny now occupy close to the forts. Riaz Pasha is particularly strong on this 
point. 

It is proposed, subject to the approval of a Council of Ministers to he held to-day, 
to send another black battalion to Suakin in addition to that which is already under 
orders to proceed there. Grenfell will then return to Suakin and attack trenches. 1 


agree with the military authorities in thinking that enemy should no longer.be allowed 
to occupy their present position, from which they throw shells not only into the forts 
but into the town. 

It is also proposed to send half an English battalion temporarily to Assouan 
whilst the two black battalions are at Suakin. In this l also agree. It will have a 
good effect. It will not cost much, and, provided they do not go south of Assouan, I 

set 1 no objection. . 

Grenfell is anxious to borrow portion of the Aden Troop temporarily Lor service at 
Suakin, as lit' is short of cavalry. I have told him that I would submit request to 
\ouv Lordship. Their presence* would, without doubt, add to the success of the 
operations, but Her Majesty’s Government may not consider it desirable to employ 
British troops. 


No. 26. 

Sir E. Haring to the Marquis of Salisbury.— {Received by telegraph, November 15.) 

(No. 357. Ext. 132.) r 

Mv Lord Cairo, November In, ISSN. 

IV1 Til reference to mv despatch No. 332 of the 27th ultimo, I have the honour 
to state that Sir E. Grenfell* has returned from Suakin and that his report as to the 
situation then* is satisfactory in ibis sense: that none of the tribes in the neighbour¬ 
hood are taking part in the present operations. The besieging force consists entirely ol 

tribes from a distance. .. ,, . . ... 

J have discussed the situation thoroughly with him, with Inn/. I asha. and with 
General Dormer. We are all fully agreed that no offensive measures should he taken 
beyond what are necessary to drive away the enemy Horn the trenches they now 
oeeupv close to the forts. Ria/. Pasha is particularly strong on this point. 

ft is proposed, subject to the appro\al ol a Council ot Mmisters to lie held to-day, 
to send another black battalion to Suakin, in addition to that which is already under 
orders to proceed there. Sir V. (Irenfell will then again go to Suakin and will attack 

{UV ttwith the military authorities in thinking that the enemy should no longer 
be allowed to occupy their present position, from which they throw shells, not only 
into thi' forts, hut into the town. 

Tt is also proposed to send half an English battalion temporarily to Assouan whilst 

the two black battalions are at Suakin. . 

In this 1 also agree. It will, 1 think, base a good ellcci. 1 he east will not lie 
great provided they do not go south of Assouan. 1 si r 110 objections to this 

,n °PSir F. Grenfell is anxious to borrow a portion of the Aden Troop temporarily lor 
service at Suakin as he is short of cavalry. I have told him that I would -submit the 
request to vour Lordship. Their presence would, without doubt, add to the success 0 
the operations, but Iter Majesty’s Government may not consider it desirable to employ 

l liaveVad the honour to telegraph the above to vour Lordship this day. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


No. 27. 

War Office to Foreign Office.—{Received November Hi.) 

m War Office , November 15, 1888. 

I AM directed 1>\ the Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the inclosed copy ol .1 

telegram with regard to affairs in Egypt. 

0 s 1 am, &e. 

(Signed) RALFll THOMPSON. 
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Inclosuro in No. 37. 
f'finpvn/ Dormn- t o Sir. Stanhope. 

(lelotfiaph't-.) Cairo, November 13. 188R, 1 r ,, 

livndil n'a, ii„: !„tn " mny 10 lM ' V ; ' wm r «r (Mr 

wllS 1 ™ l,: ' *" . .. <™l'"- 

^iiira:’^ "“ ,r .. . . . 

I'.. Haring agrees. 


No. 28. 

... 77a* Martini >. (if Snfi -h, t o, ,y. ir 117 o. 

(No. 129.) ‘ 1 .■ 

vm'i) ? 1 AT - • I'nrrit/Ii Offi.-r. Sorcmh, r IH, I sss (•]<) ,. .. 

V n ' ^‘Jc'^rarn No. <3 of yesterday. ’ * 

No change in our Egyptian policy. 

^Ve see icss elmnee (lian ever of beiim able to .. .1 , ,. 

it " v "™ M "° r .*'■»* —a 


No. 23. 

For Ay it Oj/iri h, Offue. 

mV, ., . 

Ml s ‘"1 " IV 2 ll "' \ , ' 1|,< 1 mK " r «iilK!mry In lran.mil t „ 

j. ■ I "'I'.vplicr nf II li'li-ram IVom II,t M n , . \..,.|,| .,„i| 

Aral. I'm,.,. ,v!n,-l, is mm .mi-ini sSi-i 

nuiilrj ,S " :U • •'*- "' k - !«"■' >« . .a, iln il Xh ' r 

Lord Salisliurv would l>e <>lad lo leani uln'ilu.,. M 
In „,ni|>h inn nil" II.is n'(|„,'sl. ■''Ianliu|,,any aim, 

. U-‘dlllll" '''I " , 'l " r "Pinin" H.al it ,,,:n l.n a.. l„, | am In su-m'sl ||,.,| 

...-.... 

1 am. Ac. 

(Signed) .11 LI.\N I’AI NTKI-OTE 


No. .‘50. 

Sn ' ^ IU """ 1 f ° lh, ‘ * r " n l ( ‘f Fnlislitit //.— (Herein./ X,manlier 10 ) 

(No. 3is.) 

M\ Lord, . 

' I IIA \ K liail in, almillion cliroomd In lolmrs' dod’ tXt' V”?' 

a.UlvsM.,1 to llm oililor ol' ll,.. , V J looo," ly lioou 

..^'V 'T ri fv;'V" V l,:i " .:|< .. 

nnalilo lo "llolo oxlraols’dro,',, Vllonn I,',',I I'liolio',,!'IV!!' . !n ,h"i , ''M , ‘ T * 

K -t:-;: £r . . * 

l poll a point Ol this sort Sir Samuel H-ikec l.os ■, , , . , , . 

"" .. oil years "is life '"n'inaVio o^'imV'um r" '.AlrV 
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over, the subject is one of vital importance to Egypt and, in a somewhat less degree, 
to Her Majesty’s Government. If it were in the power of the hostile tribes beyond 
the frontier to control the annual rise of the Nile in the manner suggested by 
Sir Samuel Baker, Egypt would he confronted by a novel and a very serious danger. 

I venture, however, to submit to your Lordship that the facts of the case do not 
uphold Sir Samuel Baker’s contention. 

In the first place, the Nile 1 flood has been on several occasions as low as that of 
the present year. In 1877 the Nile was even lower, and in the three years 1SS2-81 it 
attained about the same level. On none of these occasions was the lowness of the 
water attributed to other than natural causes. 

Secondly, the works that would be necessary in order to divert the current of the 
Atbara or of the White or Blue Niles from their present courses would tax the 
engineering skill of any European country to its utmost, and are (pule beyond tin* 
limited resources and primitive methods of the Mahdiists. 

Thirdly, had such an attempt been made, it is almost impossible that rumours to 
that effect should not have reached Cairo. In spite ot the disturbed state of the 
country to the south of the frontier, communications are, as your Lordship is aware, 
constantly passing to and fro, and no event of any importance can occur there which 
is not reported with more or loss accuracy to the authorities in Egypt. In the present 
instance not the faintest shadow of a rumour in confirmation of Sir S. Baker’s tlieon 
has reached us. , 

Fourthly, it is a well-known fact that, the red mud, to the presence ol which the 
Nile owes Hu* fertilizing properties of its water, is washed down from the mountains ol 
Abyssinia principally by the Atbara, and, in a lesser degree, by the Blue Nile*. It has 
been observed that them was an unusual proportion of alluvial matter in this year s 
Hood. The inference is that the water was contributed by the Atbara and the Blue 
Nile rather than by the White* Nile. This view r is lurther confirmed by the fact that a 
high flush in August lias been observed to be produced by the Atbara. r lhe Nib* 
attained its maximum height this year on tin* 27th August. 

Lastly, 1 believe that Emin L’aslia, in a letter written on the 2nd November, 1887, 
to Hr. Eelkin, stated that the rains in the White Nib* Valley bad been very deficient in 
October and November of last year. 1 have not got this letter by me, and am unable, 
therefore, to quote Emin l’asha’s words, but my recollection ol what lie stated i*- 
coniirmed by Sir Colin Scott-Moiicrielf. Both the latter gentlemen and Colonel I toss 
are of opinion that it is this which lias caused the low Nib* ol. the present, year. 

For these reasons, then, I venture to repeat my opinion that Sir Samuel Bakers 
apprehensions that the Dervishes had diverted the course of the Atbara are untouuded, 
and that, in spite of bis great knowledge ol the subject, he has, on this occasion, been 
led astray into originating a theory which is not tenable when coni routed with 
undoubted facts. I should'add that flic officers of the Irrigation Department in Bgvpl 
share the views which l have expressed above. 

L have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BALING. 


No. 31. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received Socember 19.) 

Admiralty, Xovomlwr Hi, L888. 

1 AM commanded bv the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, lor 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a letter from the 
Commanding Officer of ller Majesty’* ship “ liacer,” dated tin* 10th October, respecting 
the state of affairs at Suakin. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGltliGOU. 


1 
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Inclosure in No. 31. 

Commander Way to Admiral His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh. 
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Inclosure in No. 32. 
War Office to India Office. 


Sir, “ Racer,” at Suakin, October 16, 1888. 

[ HAVE the honour to inform you that since the date of my last letter of the 
8th October, 1888, the following have been the movements of Tier Majesty’s 
ships:— 

Her Majesty’s ship “ Itacer,” Senior Officer's ship at Suakin, remains for defence 
of town. 

Her Majesty’s ship “Gannet,” at Suakiu, sails for Malta this day; relieved by 
“Starling.” 

Her Majesty’s ship “ Starling,” arrived at Port Said 8th October, left Sue/. 
11th October, arrived at Suakin 15th October; remains for defence of town. 

I have placed the “ Starling ” to the southward of the town, whence she can tire 
with effect on the right of the enemy’s trenches. 

2. Since the fight of the 8th the enemy have been much quieter. Deserters 
estimate their loss on that day at 30 to 60 killed and 120 or so wounded. These 
numbers are probably mere guesses, but there is no doubt they lost heavily. Besides 
this, they lose men daily from the tire of the defence. Deports agree in putting the 
original attacking force at over 2,000 men, but they are much reduced by deserters 
and casualties, and it seems doubtful if more than 500 remain at the point* of attack. 
Small parties of the enemy patrol the ground between the forts and the town almost, 
every night, cutting telephone wires, and doing any other mischief they can. 

Since tin* 8th, when their loss was two killed and twenty-six wounded, the 
garrison have only bad one man wounded; he was hit by a stray shot tired at night. 
Immediately a shot is tired from the trenches tin* forts open* upon them, and the 
enemy, as a rule, arc very soon silenced, though on the evening of the 13tli they 
continued the fire for half-an-hour or so. The affair of the 8th showed that the men 
from the Nile shoot very fairly, for in about an hour their fire caused twenty-eight 
casualties in a force of 600 men, who were never within 600 yards of them. 

1 regret that on the 8th a 5-inch shrapnel shell, mark “ II,” fired from this ship 
with a half-charge, lost its rotating ring at tin* muzzle, turned over, and fell into the 
town, mortally wounding a woman. Most fortunately, the shell struck sideways, and 
did not burst; otherwise matters would have been worst;. A second shell of the same 
pattern (now obsolete) failed to rotate properly, turned sharp to tin* right, and fell near 
a body of our own men. Prom the position the enemy lui\c taken up it is absolutely 
necessary to fire over the town, and any failure such as the above must, I fear, always 
cause casualties amongst, non-combatants. 

I am sending one man to hospital by the “Gannet otherwise the health of the 
ship’s company is good. 

The weather continues very hot. 

3. There is no news from Massowah, but I understand from the Italian Consul 
that there are rumours of an advance during this cold season. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) II. G. AVAY. 


.No. 32. 

War Office to Foreign Office .— (Received November 19-) 

Sir, War Office, November 17, 1888. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 16th instant on the subject of a portion of the troop of cavalry 
now stationed at Aden being sent to take part in the operations ar Suakin, and to 
forward to you a copy of a letter which has been addressed to the India Office on this 
subject. 


War OJfice, November 17, 1888. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State* for AVar to transmit to you the inclosed 
copy of a letter received from the Foreign Office, and, with reference to it, to acquaint, 
you that it appears to Mr. Secretary Stanhope that the question of sending a portion 
of the cavalry from Aden to Suakin is a matter entirely for the consideration of the 
[ndia Office. 

1 am to add, however, that Mr. Stanhope would deprecate the employment of 
Imperial troops unless the necessity for such a course should be very clearly shown. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) H. G. DEEDES. 


No. 33. 

War Office to Foreign Office.—(Received November 21.) 

? War Office, November 21, 1888. 

AVIT11 reference to my letter of the ]5tb instant, forwarding to you a copy of a 
telegram received from the General Officer commanding in Egypt on that date, T am 
now directed by the Secretary of State for AVar to forward you a copy of a telegram 
approving the proposed move of British troops to the trontier. 

Air. Stanhope assumes that,as the move is made to set fret' an Egyptian battalion 
for service at Suakin, the expense will 1 h* borne by the Egyptian Government, hut he. 
would he "lad to know whether the Marquis of Salisbury concurs in this view. 

° l am, &c. 

(Signed) 1!ALPII THOMPSON. 



, Inclosure in No. 33. 

Mr. Stanhope to the General Officer commanding in Egypt. 

(Telegraphic.) . . 

YOURS 15th. Dispatch of half-battalion AVelsli regiment approved in 

special circumstances. 


the 


No. 34. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Raring. 

{\o 218) 

v^i r Foreign Office, November 21, 1888. 

I HAVE received and laid before the Queen your despatch No. 312 of the 4th 
instant upon the subject of the education of Egyptian youths under European 
auspices, and especially as to the expediency of promoting instruction in English in 
substitution for the French educational influences, which have hitherto almost, 
exclusively prevailed. 

1 have read your observations with much interest, and have to express my con¬ 
currence in your opinions. ....... 

The question is one of much importance, and should not be lost sight ol; hut it 
will he better that T should leave it to your discretion to select the best means and 
opportunities for urging your v iews. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBU RY. 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. G. DEEDES. 
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No. 35. 

Sd E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.^{Received November 22, 2 l'.M.) 

(No. 134) 

(Tclegraplnc.) ram ^ ^ Cairo, AWW,, r 22,1888. 

Gencrai Grenfell is pressing me for an answer about Aden Troop. Aceounts from 
Suakin N ' G ar ° t0 10 effect tIiat tlle cnem y is being considerably reinforced at 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Borina 
(No. OS.) J 

(Telegraplue.) Foreign Office , November 22, 188S, 35 p.m. 

YOUR telegram No. 132 of 15tk. 

War Office sanction movement of English half battalion to Assouan. 

They presume Egyptian Government will pay cost of removal. Have von auv 
observations ? * 


No. 37. 

Soudan Syndicate to Foreign Office.•—(Received November 23.) 

i n , . , _ 7, Austin Friars. 

. J ba\e die honour to submit tin* following considerations in connection with 
the all-important question of the pacification of tin' Eastern Soudan. 

Certain British capitalists have formed themselves into a Syndicate, having for its 
object the pacification and opening up of trade with the Soudan; and they have 
subscribed a sum sufficient to carry out all preliminary arrangements. 

IIica are, through their agents, already in possession or Agreements with some of 
the most influential of the Soudan tribes, promising their support and protection in 
opening up trade with their country. 

If is under these circumstances that we approach ILer Mn jest v’s Government with 
the view ol obtaining their permission and good offices with tiie Egyptian authorities 
so that our agents may lie able to give otleol to the understanding‘they have already 
arrived at with some of the principal Sheikhs. 

It is only too painfully evident that the prospects of securing peace at the present 
moment are apparently more distant than ever. 

We believe that we see our way to pacifying at mice a considerable portion of the 
Soudan, and eventually of destroying altogether the power of the Mahdi. 

'V that our agents be allowed tin* necessary facilities for communicating 
with the tribes with the object of bringing about peace on the understanding that the 
tribesmen are not again to he brought directly under Egyptian rule. We have event 
confidence that we shall he successful. 

Y\e ask for nothing that will compromise either the British or the Egyptian 
Governments. We take tin* whole responsibility, so far as tin* sal’etv of our a-ents is 
< oncei ned, upon ourselves, and we ask that the following facilities maybe afforded our 
agents:— 

1. Free permission to negotiate with the tribes. 

2. To organize the friendly tribes in opposition to the dervishes. 

3. I hat these agents be authorized to represent to tin* friendly tribes that it is not 
the intention of the Egyptian Government to reiinpose their rule on the Soudan for 
thi* purposes of taxation. 

1. We would ask for an assurance on behalf of the Egyptian Government that 
lltev will confirm any promises made by our agents, as a cun,tit ion of the surrender of 
miy of the leaders of the dervishes, that they shall not he brought to trial nor placed 
under the control of the Egyptian authorities. 

With these privileges accorded to us we are confident that we shall be enabled to 
carry the undertaking to a successful issue; and we ask, on such success being 
<».named, and only then, that certain privileges and concessions be accorded to us 


which shall be hereafter more clearly defined in a trading Charter to be granted on 
our affording Her Majesty’s Government sufficient financial guarantees. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) 1IAY OF K1NEAUNS, Chairman. 


No. 38. 


Sir E. Bavin// to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 2o, 4‘45 l’.M.) 


(No. 135. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 23,1888, 2’50 r.M. 

YOUR telegram No. (>S. 

Statement made in the House of Commons on this subject by the Secretary ol 
State for War telegraphed here. It has excited much adverse comment in the local 
press and in official world. Khedive brought matter personally before Council 
yesterday. 

1 am informed that the cost of sending the British detachment to Assouan and 
bringing them back, together with field allowances, extra cost of rations, ami all other 
charges of every description for two months, will not exceed 2,000/. 

1 can scarcely exaggerate bad effect which is produced here by pressing on 
Egyptian Government demands of this sort. It places us in a position which is, lo 
say the least, undignified. Foreigners, and especially Easterns, cannot he made to 
understand Barliamentary exigencies, and are not unnaturally surprised that when a 
question of some gravity, such as the deloucos ol Suakin, is at stake, we should, whilst 
affording slight material aid, al once stipulate that a few hundred pounds for transport 
should he repaid to is. 

This feeling is al! the stronger, inasmuch as it is generally thought that Egyptian 
contribution is considerably in excess ol the extra expenses actually incurred by Wat 
Office on account of British troops in Egypt. British General tells rue that there can 
he little doubt that this belief is well-founded. I am about to go into the details with 
bim, and propose shortly to address your Lordship on the subject. 

T should he very glad if 1 could bo instructed to say that no. demand for the 
removal of the troops will he made on the Egyptian Government, or, il there he strong 
objections to ibis course,at all events that no demand will he made unless it he clearly 
ascertained that expense is not covered by Egyptian contribution. 


No. 30. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir /■.’. lim ing. 

(No. (19.) 

(Telegraphic.) faorf*njit Ao vvuibvi 2o ? ^ i.Al. 

THE Aden cavalry consist of sixty-nine coloured men. Military men here do 
not speak higlilv of them. 

If the Commander at Suakin is of opinion that any risk to his operations will 
accrue for want of them he may have them. But the use ol the (lueen s land loiees is 
distinctly undesirable, and if resolved upon should not expose their prestige to possible 
injury. 


No. 10. 

Sir IF. 1 Yhile to the Marquis of Salisbury, —( Renind A ornnher -! I.) 

(No. 153.) 

Alv Lord Constantinople, November l.», 1888. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit here with copy of a despatch I have received from 
tier Majesty’s Consul at Benghazi, reporting a rumour of a Mahdist advance from 
Khartoum against Wadai. 

“ I have, &e. 

(Signed) W A. WHITE. 
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Inclosure in No. 10. 

Mr. Cameron to Sir W. White. 

Sir, Benghazi, November 2, 1888. 

I If AVE the honour to report to your Excellency as follows:— 

In September last, not long' after my arrival, T heard a rumour of the presence of 
white men in Darfour. They were said to have advanced with an army from the 
south, hut their success was uncertain. 1 waited for continuation, hut no further 
news has come. 

A different story has just readied me. News lias arrived from Jvufra (twenty-four 
days distant), via Ojila (ten days distant), that several Arab traders had lied north 
1'iom Wadai to Kui’ra, after some recent lighting between the Wadayans and a force 
from Darfour, in which the latter was defeated. 

in Egypt and Suakin the. Arabs speak of the late Mohammed Ahmed, of Khar¬ 
toum, as tlie Mahdi, and his successor as the Khalufa Abdullah. 

Here the. Turks, and the Arab followers of Mahdi Scnoussi,of .Tazabool-Sirva, more 
accurately styled Mahoimucd Ahmed the Mutimahdi, or “would-be” Mahdi. r l'he 
report is that this force from Darfour has been sent to conquer the Central Soudan hy 
order of the Khalufa of the late Mutimahdi. 

It is natural that the rebels at Khartoum should turn their attention to the 
west. 

In the north their expeditions against Wady Haifa have not. been a success. 

To the south, the swamps of th<‘White Nile and Bahr Ghazal, to the east, the 
Ybyssinians and Her Majesty’s ships, all form insuperable harriers. 

The west alone is open. The Malidi’s earliest adherents came from Kordofan and 
Darfour. 

It may be that many of these Baggaras and negroes have returned home in 
despair of getting to Cairo or Mecca, and that, they intend to attack Wadai, Bornou, Ac*. 

Hero at Benghazi the Arabs respect the hermit, Scnoussi. His marabouts are 
scattered over the province. If he dislikes tin* Turks he has also preached against the 
rival Mahdi of Khartoum. His influence is said <o stretch over the desert roads, Ojila, 
Kufra, Ac., to Wadai and to the Tuaregs further west. 

Thus tin* Multilists from the east will have to force a rival Wahabism of a 
purer type, and their success nun depend upon their munitions of war from the. 
arsenal of Khartoum. 

Abeshr. the capital of Wadai. is about seventy days from Benghazi. 

This news, therefore, is old. ! humbly submit it for what, it is worth, in ease of 
flit tire reference. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) D. A. CAMEBON. 


\o. 11. 

The Martinis of Solislntn/ to Sir If. Boring. 

(No. 7th) 

(Telegraphic.) Eon n/n Office, Non other 21, \b>ss, klOv.M. 

11EB .MajestCs ship “ Euphrates,” wit!i a regiment of Lancers, will he at Suez 
iltli December from England. Her Majesty’s ship “ Sempix,” with BOO infantry, will 
he at Suez, 20th November. If General Grenfell wishes for either of these con¬ 
tingents for Suakin, lit* nmy have them. If lit* wants the infantry, orders should lie 
telegraphed at once to Aden. 

Of course they are onlv to he kept for the operation against the d< wishes now in 
contemplation. 

No. 42. 

The Martinis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 71.) 

(Telegraphic.) Faieign Office, November 21, 1S8K, .*} i\m. 

VOri; telegram No. 135. 

Of course if the money now paid hy Egypt to England really is enomrh to include 
the movement to tin* frontier, no separate charge will he made for that. 
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No. 43. 

Foreign Office to War Office. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Offing Not ember 21, 1888. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 21st instant. 1 am directed by the Marquis 
of Salisbury to transmit to you herewith, to he laid before Her Majesty’s Secretary of 
State for War, the accompanying deeyplier of a telegram from Her Majestv’s Agent 
end Consul-General in Egypt,* urging strongly that he may he allowed to give an 
.insurance that, no demand will he made upon tin* Egyptian Government for repayment 
of the expenses incurred hy the dispatch of a detachment of British troops to Assouan, 
or, at all events, that any claim for the repayment of such expenses will hi* postponed, 
mitil it be clearly ascertained that the contribution paid hy the Khedive's Government, 
on account of the British Army of Occupation is insufficient to cover these as well as 
the other extra expenses actually incurred hy the War Department. 

T am to request that you will state to Mr. Secretary Stanhope that, Lord Salisbury 
cannot hut concur in Sir E. Baring’s views, and that hi**would he glad to b * enabled to 
-uthorize him to act in the manner which he has suggested. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


t No. I I. 

Sir E. Boring to the Mart inis of Salisbury.- ' r 25, 2 ,. 11 

(No. 13C..) 

Telegraphic.) " < ,\< .nhr 25, 18^, 1 !*'»,) v.m. 

YOUB telegram No. 70. 

1 have discussed questicn Inllv with Khwlne, P :, t/ Pash.i. and British General, 
old General Grenfell. 

His Highness desires me to return bis warmest thanks to Her Majestv’s Govern¬ 
ment for this timelv oiler of assistance. Military authorities are distinetlv of opinion 
that infantry should he sent to Suakin. I have therefore telegraphed instructions to 
Vden, and have requested Besident, if ship has left, to try to communicate with 
her from Pcrim. 1 have added that, on arrival, iufmtia are to remain <>u hoard 
pending further orders. 

Black troops will arrive In 10th December. \ttack will he made mmedialely 
afterwards. Barracks and tents are not, available al Suakin. Could "Serapis” 
remain here, and troops remain on hoard, leaving directly after attack: 

As regards cavalry, military, authorities think Lancers unnecessary, as there are. 
at, Suakin only eighty horses to mount them, even if Egyptian cavalry were 
dismounted, which General Grenfell deprecates. Thev think mounted infantr\ from 
here would he most useful; 100 men and horse, are available. British General says 
In* can spare them. Mav they he sent : Transport is available. 

f cannot communicate with Suakin, as the cable is broken. 


No. 15. 

Sir E. Boring to the Margnis of Salisbury. —(Honored \urnnher 25, b I’.M.) 

v No. 137.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 25, I"20 l\M. 

MY telegram No. 130. 

Besident, at Aden telegraphs :— 

“‘Serapis’ sailed yesterday t i’.m. Passed Peritu about midnight. Cannot 
communicate.” 


* No 38. 
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No. 46. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—Received November 25, 7*40 P.M.) 

(No. 138.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 25, 1888, 6*55 p.m:. 

I AM consulting naval authorities at Alexandria as to whether it would be 
possible to intercept the “ Serapis ” in the Red Sea by dispatching an Egyptian ship 
now at Suez. If this is found to be impracticable, may “Serapis” lie ordered to 
return to Suakin on her arrival at Suez V 


No. 17. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 26.) 

(No. 355.) 

My Lord, Cairo , November 15, 1888. 

IT will be within your Lordship’s recollection that in the spring of litis year 
considerable discussion took place as to the foundation of a Municipality for 
Alexandria. 

Rending the definite solution of tin* quest ion, it was decided, with the assent of 
the Lowers, to issue a Decree legalizing the collection of certain taxes, heretofore volun¬ 
tarily paid, up to the end of 1888. This Decree was inclosed in my despatch to your 
Lordship No. 1(51 of the 17th April. 

Since then the subject has been under consideration, hut, owing to tin' change of 
Ministry and other difficulties, no decision has as yet been come to in the matter. 

Yesterday, at the meeting of the Consuls-!leneral held to consider tin* question of 
the prolongation of the Mixed Tribunals, "M. de Host), the Austrian Agent and 
Consul-General, who had previously consulted me upon the subject, suggested that the 
Decree in question should he prolonged for another year, in order to give more time 
for the elaboration of a scheme. 

The other Consuls-General agreed to recommend the adoption of this course 
to the favourable consideration of their respective Governments, and 1 have now 
the honour to ask your Lordship wind her I may signify the assent of Her Majesty’s 
Government to a prolongation of tin; Decree for a year. 

1 may mention that a proposal for the constitution of the Municipality has 
already been prepared by flic Egyptian Government, and on the return of the Greek 
Consul-General, who represents very important interests at Alexandria, the discussion 
of the question will he at once recommenced. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) E. BAKING. 


No. 48. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.— (Receircil November 26.) 

(No. 350.) 

My Lord, Cairo , November 15, 1888. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch which 1 have received 
from Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Suakin, reporting on the situation of affairs at that 
port. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) E. BAKING. 


Iiiclosure in No. 48. 

Commander Paget to Sir E. Baring. 

, ,,,,,,i Suakin , Sanmber 1*, 1888. 

KEG It LI to have to report that since my last letter of the M.-( the position 
heie has become more pronounced and critical. At that date there were undoubtedly 
hut lew Dervishes m the trenches, hut now they have been strongly reinforce.! and 
their numbers must lie hut little under 1.000 in and about the trenches and mmum'dim- 
hush, without counting the Handoub contingent under Osman Digna, who are seen in 
numbers about 600 to 700, -treaming from the hills when anv unusual demonstration 
i" undertaken. Still, it take- them two to three hours to arrive on the scenes The 
trendies have been much improved, and are repaired every night, and on their extreme 
right a redoubt, with traverses, has been completed, where one gun is now concealed. 

They have never ventured to expose its position in daylight till vesterdav (the 8th). 
when they tired two shells at our icconnai—. ance. and again at (5 \.\i. this mornin"\ alien 
they placed a shell in the town. 

This afternoon Sir Francis Grenfell arranged for a concentrated lire from the ships 
and torts with filled common shell at this e doubt, which was carried out fairly success¬ 
fully, hut owing to high wind, drifting sai.d, and thereby a, had light, we may not have 
perhaps, succeeded in denm’d-liing the gun. Still, 1 have no doubt we shall do so if the\ 
show again in daylight. 

1 lie Denishcs practice with then two P-pouudors ha- much improved, and thev 
n.'.’, better understand their fuze.-, both time and percussion, and usually succeed in 
bursting their shell. The number they fire nightly is about twenty, at the town or 
either Water Fort ; this they ox.ccd some nights. The town defences and Sliaata Foit 
have been much improved, and are quite impregnable to any tiling, hut Gemuiser Fort 
(Lett Water fort; has been much -haken both by their fire and the concussion of its 
own guns; and Francis .••uw.ioucod building a new fort 200 yards to its right 
on the embankment, to cover the wells, and Gemuiser will he reduced in size and 
strengthened. 

Deserters, from four to h n, come in daily, and tell the same story of the trenches— 
death, wounds, hunger, and great hardships. 

llueo more dhow- have been captured hy Government boats landing stores south 
tor the Dervishes, and it is also reported hy spies and deserters that of late cargoes have 
been run successfully to Sheikh Banul, 25 miles north. The •• Adjourn ” has gone up to 
inquire and watch, as oi course neither " Barer nor “Starling'’ can he spared. 

The tone in the town is very good, hut (he work for the garrison is excessively hard, 
though many shells tall in the town, only one woman 1 ia- been hadlv wounded since the 
2<)th, but the garrison at the fort- get a man or two hit daily. 

Yesterday Sir F. Gienfell proceeded to reconnoitre to our left with the horse 
artillery, covered hy the mounted infantry ('weuty). The guns milimhercd 1,600 yards 
from the Dervishes’ extreme right, and opened tire, when the enemy’s cavalry were seen, 
in number about sixty, advancing rapidly from our left. The guns were thereupon 
withdrawn, and the mounted infantry recalled. These men of the black battalion, though 
full of pluck, make very imlillerent riders, and, armed only with the long rille, and 
without svvoul or revolver, are not lit to cope with tin* enemy’s cavalry', and 1 regret to 
have to state that four foil otf, and were (lien overtaken and killed. The guns then 
drove hack the cavalry, and the bodies were regained and brought in. 

Last night 2(H) oi the black battalion endeavoured to surprise and spike, or bring in, 
the enemy’s guns, hut the inanauvie was frustrated by the extraordinary vigilance of the 
enemy. I he 200 blacks then established themselves under the embankment midway 
between the Mater hurts, and they were attacked from all sides hy large numbers, and 
there was a fierce personal combat for some hours, but they much more than held their 
own. To avoid accidents all lire from forts ceased through the night. Many of the 
enemy were killed ; two of their bodies were brought in, one of an Emir. The Egyptian 
blacks are now lull ol confidence. They lo-t only tour killed (including one missing), 
and live wounded, one very seriously. Thcie is no doubt that two extra black battalions 
would clear the trenches and gain the guns, when the enemy would lose probably large 
numbers by desertion. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) ALFRED PAGET. 


£762] L 
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No. 49. 

Sir li. liftrinj to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 20.) 

(No. 362.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November IS, 1888. 

I HAY hi the honour io inclose copy of ;t loiter which has been addressed to flit; 
“ Egyptian Gazette ” by Colonel (loss, Inspector-General of the Irrigation Depart¬ 
ment, contradicting a statement which has recently appeared in some ol‘ the English 
papers to the effect that the Nile of this year was worse than that of 1877. As a 
matter of fact, the rise of this year was higher than that of 1877 by nearly half a 
metre. 

The newspapers having stated that the fact of this year’s low Nile being likely to 
have a far loss disastrous eiVeet than low Niles in previous days is entirely due io the 
control exercised by the English Officers of Irrigation, Colonel Ross writes to say that, 
in all fairness, some of the credit should he given to the predecessors of the English 
engineers, the present system of canalization in Upper Egypt having been started 
before the British occupation of the eounin. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) E. BAR TNG. 


Inelosuvc in No. 19. 

hirh'tu t from Hie “ Eqi/ptiaii Gazette,” „ Ue.randriu , of November 17, 1**8. 

The Nile Flood. 

To the Editor of the “Egyptian Gazette.” 

1 NOTICE in an article copied from one of I In* English pap-ws into \our paper 
that the 1888 Nile has been lower than that of IS77. It. says:— 

“ But, the low Nile of 1877, although by no means so had as this y ar, is OMimaled 
Io have cost the country mer a million sterling, not to mention tin* greal loss by 
famine. It is highly creditable to the English Control that a worse Nile than 
that of eleven years ago is likely to have a far less disastrous effect, both upon the, 
finances of the country and the condition of the people, for the difference is entirely 
due to the heller system of administration which has been introduced under our 
auspices.” 

1 wish to contradict absolutely the first of these assort inns about the Nile of 18*8 
being lower than 1877. 

The 18*8 Nile was 0-16 metres higher, on the average, than 1*77, in the critical 
time between the Kith Augext and the 1st October. 

As regards the fact of the great credit due to English ('oulrol, I nuisi, m fairness, 
state that it was our predecessors who started the present system of l pper Eg\ pt 
canals, most probably after lb77. Our efforts have been directed i<» maintain and 
improve this system at a minimum of cost to the State, and to lighten the burden ol 
forced labour uselessly expended on unscientific maintenance. It, is true that prior to 
our advent the works in Upper Egypt were badly maintained and grad nails falling 
down, hut both the Inspectors, Major Drown and Abu Sand Bey, have been steadily 
bringing matters round by a judicious use of the limited funds at their disposal. 

Thus the Unmade Canal, which under the able management of Aim Sand Bey, has 
given such good results this year, was made immediately after the year 1*77, and is 
now the most, successful canal in Upper Egypt. 

Yours, &o. 

(Signed) J. C. lloss, 

Inspector-General of Frrijuhon. 


Cairo, November 16, lbhb. 
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No. 50. 

The Marquis of Salishuru to Sir E. Barina. 

(No. 72.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 26, 188*, 11*5 a.m. 

YOUR Nos. 136 and 138. 

Answer to all questions in the alii inative. I have seen a Minute of Lord 
Wolseley’s expressing strong opinion that a battalion should he sent from Cairo to 
make attack sate, hut no doubt General Dormer is in communication with War 
Office. 


No. 51. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Barinij. 

(No. 73. Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreijn Office, November 2(1, 18, SS, ]U5 a.m. 

WE are anxious force should bo strong enough to make attack sale, but do not 
allow Commanders to use their force for any expedition Million! leave from here. 


No. 52. 

Sir E. Barintj to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 26, 1115 a.m.) 

I No. 139.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 26,1888, 11 5 A.M. 

MY preceding telegram of yesterday. 

In consequence of War Office telegram to Dormer. I have stopped Egyptian 
'hip proceeding to sea with a view to intercept “Serapis.” General Dormer telegraphs 4, 
to War Office suggesting dispatch of battalion now hen* to Suakin instead of battalion 
on hoard “Serapis." This will unduly weaken the Cairo garrison, hut I see no 
objection to it as a purely temporary measure. 


No. 53. 

Sir E. Burinp to the Marquis of Salishuru. -(lirruireil Xoi ember 26, 9'30 r.M.) 

(No. 110. Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, Novemhn 26, 1888, 7'10 r.M 

YOUR Lordship’s telegram No. 70 . 

General Grenfell, who will eommam in person, fully understands. Ilis instruction 
from the Egyptian Government will also lie \erv clear. From ail I hear I do not doub 
that some of his subordinates will want to go on to llandouh, 10 miles from Suakin.. 
But General Grenfell himself is strongly of opinion that nothing should he done beyond 
driving the enemy from their position immediately in front of Suakin, and he may he 
trusted to resist any pressure that may he brought |to heur| on hint to do more than 
this. 


No. 51. 

War Office to Foreiijn Office.—(Received November 2G.) 

^ir, War Office, November 26, 1888. 

I AM directed by ihe Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the inclosed copy of & 
telegram with regard to affairs in Egypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 
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Inclosure in No. 54. 

General Sir F. Grenfell to Earl Stun hope. 

(Telegraphic.) C(lirn > November 2(5, 1S8S. 

YOURS 25th. 

][' il,eve ;ivo difficulties about “ enpis” may I >cml on,' ol. my battalions from 
Cairo, instead of Uast Yorkshire, to Suakin, with our mounted inlanlry r 

Transport is available at Sue/. Can ‘••pare them lor a lew weeks. || this is not 
approved. may “ Sorapis” be ordered back trom Suez to Sunk in r 
Sir K. Raring Grenfell concur. 


No. 55. 

Forriijn Office to War Office. 

gp. Foreijn Office, A ovembrr 20, 1SSS. 

1 AM directed b\ the .Manp.'s of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 20th instant, inclosing copy of a leiegrnm from the General in command 
of Her Majesty’s forces in Egypt, suggesting that one of the battalions undor his 
command sl'imdd be sent from Cairo to* Suakin with Hie mounted infantry, instead ol 
the battalion on board Ucr Majesty's ship “ ScrapisA 

I am to recpiesl that you will state to Her Majesty's Secretary ol State tor Mar, 
that Lord Salisbury acquiesces in the measure proposed, if Mr. Stanhope sees ir> 


object ion A its adoption. 


1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) .111MAN PAUNCEEOTE. 


No. 56. 

Admiralty to Forriijn O//in.—(Received November 27.) 

gj t . Admiralhj, November 21. 1NS8. 

’ 1 AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for foreign Affairs, copy of a letter from 
Lieutenant-Commander A. Paget, of Her Majesty's ship “Starling,” reporting his 
proceedings in the lied Sea. 

I. am. Ac. 

(Signed) I* VAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosurc in No. 56. 


Lieutenant-Commander Pfltjel la !lis Royal 11 ij hit ess the Duke of k.dtnburjli. 

i^j r “ SlarUnjfal Suakin, October 61. 1*88. 

1 HA VU the honour to inform you that since the date ol my last letter ol the 
](Jth Oetoher the following have been the movements of Her Majesty’s slops- 

Her Majesty’s ship “Racer,” late Senior Ollieer's ship at Suakin, remains lor 

defence of town. . . 

Her Majesty’s sliij) ••Starling," now Senior < bllccA ship (C ommander May having 

gone lo hospital), remains for defenee of town. 

2, Since the 10th instant there has been Imt little change in the aspect of allairs; 
the Dervishes continue to occupy their trenches, whence they .maintain a desultory 
rillo lire against the forts, especially during 1 ho cool of the morning and evening. 

There has, however, hern much more activity at night. Iho Dervishes have two 
.small field guns, from each of which they tire half-a-dozen rounds or so nightly. 
Assisted by the moonlight they have made sonic good practice lately, hitting the forts 
nearly every other round. A large proportion of their fuzes are blind, so that as ye 1 

but little damage has been done. . 

Thr oloctric- liu’ht lYoiu tin* slii]*s is not oi uiurli in 1 lor ilhiiniiuitiu£ thy i»iouu<l 
jiear the Water Ports owing io the distance, 2,506 to 6,000 yards, and also owing to the 
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shadows thrown by the town wall, the ^ r “ t ^ Ift^h X> 
tiaistfprove'^norc useful, though oven then there will he much 

ground^left^in^shadow. the Dervishes show ver^Uttte.^expericucc^^iaving^ta^sO 

them that, immediately they appear, a . j j t thc cncmy has dropped 

The forts now fire tot ™ 1 te all day, all attempts to bring it 

by the Gardner 1'^ 

l0St "r: 5 in so freely lately, but reports of want of food 

and discontent amongst ^ ^ tluhdeaof carrying the Water Forts b; 

[Above written by Commander May.] 

about, and bruizing many, Major Guidon In i 0 • o j U0U ui have been disastrous. 

^‘IlieS^'io 51"#, Slid our better lire, the Irishes hive . .. 

less successful. r lUinluv Island captured, m % ar Trinkitat, three dliovvs 

On the 20th the Mahmour of Rudui Mana tap , ^ wUiMi were to 

Er toS: J i ! 'r l X 

I;" r ba^one «P f M.T Kicked, and their 

On the BUI, many deserters report t at .phis report bis Hxeel- 

reduced hv death, wounds, and dev i 11 ^ a(lbam>ll f rom assuming the oljensive 

leney thc Governor is unable to „.i * ’ 1 , . tbl . gh-dar “ Grenfell ’’ aud a battciy 

fti "“mr^ £e SEW 5th November, and .. 

more active measures will Hum be hjhcn. in telegraph ship " Weclra 

r ,„. ;!s carries side and wo.led ol garrison. 

\ demand for ammunition is inclosed. have, Ac. 

(Signed) ALFRED l'AGLl. 


No. 57. 

The Mur yum of Salisbury to Sn h. Rat ini/. 

(No. 74.) Arrian Office , Sue ember 27, 1S88, 4‘60 V.VL. 

<' IV, ^^rport of my .. you id <&) 

Router's agent in time for it to !l PP elir IU t-Okcd She fault must lie with the 
AS the Generals are not .ke y >' ; ,k t h.atscretion will make .t 

bWptif their wishes, as ... us to 

ixplain jnlhliely « *» __ 

No. 58. 

Sir I, Barinij *0 Me -f ***•«-<»"** ^ 

(No. 141.) Cairo. November 27, 1888. 

( ' )V1 ^iTlKGKAI'I 1IG eommunieatiou with Suakin U rc slored._ - 


[752] 
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No. 59. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 222.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 27, 1888. 

T HAVE received your despatch No. 355 of the 15th instant, and I have to state 
that Her Majesty’s Government assent to the proposal that the Decree issued in April 
last, and legalizing the collection of certain taxes at Alexandria which had previously 
hecn voluntarily paid, should he prolonged for another year in order to give time 
to elaborate a scheme for the establishment of a Municipality in the city. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 60. 

War Office to Foreign Office .— (Received, November 27.) 

Sir, „ War Office, November 27, 1888. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the inclosed copy of a 
telegram with regard to affairs in Egypt. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosurc in No. 60. 

Mr. Stanhope to General Dormer. 

(Telegraphic.) November 27, 1888. 

YOURS 26th. 

Your proposal to send one of your battalions from Cairo with your mounted 
infantry to Suakin, instead of the East York Regiment, is approved. 

Above telegram sent in cypher 27th November, 18S8. 


No. 61. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 221.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , November 27, I 888. 

1 TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a letter from the Chairman of the. 
Soudan Syndicate," submitting a scheme for the pacification of the Eastern Soudan and 
I he opening up of trade, and requesting the good offices of Her Majesty’s Government, 
with a view to obtain favourable consideration for their proposals. 

T annex also a copy of my reply to this communication. 

I have to request you to communicate a copy of Lord May’s letter to the. 
Egyptian Govrnment, and to invite their observations upon it. 1 shall he glad also to 
have your opinion upon the scheme. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 62. 

Foreign Office to Soudan Syndicate. 

My Lord, Foreign Office, November 28, 1888. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt, on the 
23rd instant, of a letter from you, without date, submitting, on behalf of the Soudan 
Syndicate, a scheme for the pacification of tin* Eastern Soudan and the opening up of 
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trade, and requesting the good offices of Tier Majesty’s Government with a view to 
obtain favourable consideration for your proposals from the Egyptian Government. 

In reply, 1 am to state that a copy of your letter will be forwarded to Her 
Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at Cairo, with instructions to communicate it to 
the Egyptian Government for tlicir consideration. 

Lord Salisbury greatly doubts, however, whether the proposals ot the Syndicate- 
can be accepted under present circumstances. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCKFOTE. 


No. 63. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 29, 11 V.M.) 

(No. 142.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 29, 1888, 10'10 a.m. 

YOUR telegram No. 71. 

T have not hecn able to ascertain who is to blame, hut I have spoken so strongly 
on the subject that 1 do not think anything of the kind will happen again. 


No. 61. 

Sir IV. White to the Marquis of Sal''dairy.—(Received November 29, 3'30 l\M.) 

(No. 85.) 

(Telegraphic.) Constantinople, November 29, 1S W S 1*10 I’.M. 

MY telegram No. S3 of the 10th to your Lordship : Suakin. 

The reporters of foreign press here are much agitated by information they get 
at the Porte and in Turkish circles concerning an alleged intention on the part ot 
Ottoman Ministers to recommend to their Sovereign coming forward with a proposal 
to send Turkish reinforcements to Suakin. . 

for my part 1 do not attach much importance to this rumoured intention, Imt L 
believe that several bntlalions are in the district of the Hodja/, and might lie available 
for such a purpose. 

The Russian Ambassador gave out that this subject was broached tome by the 
Sultan on the occasion of my audience two days ago. Mis Excellency must have been 
misinformed; nothing connected with Egypt was mentioned at that audience, lmt the 
Sultan sent me a message after 1 had left the imperial presence asking some quest ions, 
•uul ultimately sent me word that Artin Pasha would shortly call on me with a com¬ 
munication concerning Egypt. 


No. 65. 

Consul Wood to the Marquis of Salisbury.—-(Received November 30.) 

Mv Lord Jeddalt, November 5, Isbs. 

* I HAVE the honour to report that a little before the Haj (about the middle ot 
Vicust last) a hand of 200 Soudanese belonging to the Bislinroen tribe crossed over 
from the African side and landed at Uabig, a port about GO or 70 miles north ot tins 

P la( < There is a small Turkish fort at Itahig, where about 150 soldiers are located, aiul 
M)me of these tried to stop the landing of these Soudanese, in which attempt three or 
four soldiers were killed. The Soudanese, however, were not allowed to penetrate into 

I lie interior, hut were detained at llabig. . . , . , ,, , • • (ll 

Immediate^ after the Hadj the Kaimakam ol Jeddah went to Labig in tin. 
furbish man-of-war named “ Mo/.alVer ” to inquire into the matter, and on be. return 
it was reported that the above-mentioned Sou,lance alleged that they had crossed over 
1,1 tiiis side because they were starving in their own country. 

About the middle of last month these Soudanese were brought to Jeddah under 
an escort of Turkish soldiers, and after being kept for two days in prison were sent oil 




luvird the man-of-war “ Edirua,” tlie flag-ship of the Turkish Commodore here, which 
carried them over to the other side and landed them at Ras-cl-Klior, the place where 
the above Soudanese were said to have come from. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) CECIL G. WOOD. 


No. GG.’ 

Sir E. Bariny to the Marquis of Salisbury .—( Received November 30, noon.) 

ITcloiranhic ) Cairo, November 30, 1888, 10'tO A.M. 

v GENERAL GliENEELL has asked me to point out that the reports sent to 
some of the English newspapers about the position at Suakm are^highly 

There is a telegram in the second edition of the Onus of 23ul in 
allusion is made to the possibility of the capture oi Suakm in the event of the 
contemplated attack on the trenches being a failure. It is mthe' derfi 

improbable that the attack will fail, and even should it fad, the captun cither 
Suakin or of the advanced forts is a sheer impossibility. 


No. 07. 

Sir E. Bariny to the Mmquis of Salisbury .—(Received November 30, 12-45 r.M.) 

(No. 144. Secret.) 

nvieorinhic 1 Ca,ro » November 30, ISSh, i2 .) l.M. 

K T HAVE reason to believe that Italian Consul-General is urging his Government 
lo try and obtain possession of Suakin. lie has not mentioned subject to me. 


No. G8. 

War Office to b'areiyn Office—(Received December 1.) 

(Confidential.) jy,„. qflfrr, November 30, 18SS. 

' £ AM dim,tal bj tin' Secretary of State for War to transmit to yon, for the 
information of the Soeretary of State for Foreign AtTa.rs, the n,dosed copy ol a 
telegram with regard to affairs in Egypt• ^ ^ 

(Signed) ’ 1 RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosure in No. GS. 

General Dormer to Mr. Stanhope. 

nvhwpvinlih-1 Alexandria, November 30, 1888, 3 P.M. 

' J PRAY take no heed of statement of correspondent in second edition of “ 1 mies 
of 23rd with regard to danger of Suakin being rushed. 


No. GO. 

India Office to Foreign Office—(Received December 3.) 

India Office, December 3, 1888. 

1 AM directed by the Secretary of State for I ndia in Council to acknowledge the 
iveeint of your letter of the 22nd Novemher, IH88, and, m rejdy, to fonvaid, loi the 
iutornnt oil of the Marquis of Salisbury the accompanying copy ol a elegra.u trom 
tt'e'Vieerny of India, dated the 1st December, relating to the proposed minoral nt a 
iroop of cavalry Irom Aden to Suakin. ^ j^vc Ac- 

(Signed) 1 ’ ALLEN JOHNSON. 


In closure in No. t>9. 

The Viceroy at India to Viscount Cm D( , cf , h)lwr p JS88. 

(Telegraphic.) 

YOURS 21st November . m ()1 - lhl . v ,Umi Troop at Suakm. 

Wt- see grave objections to ompio\iu_, __ 


No. 7". 

The MarquC <f Sal, Ann, la Sir E. Barmy. 

(No. 73.) I'.ueii/n Office, Den m<» i 3, t s 8 S r ,l l,U ' , 

(Telegraphic.) objections to employment of Aden Lvoo|> . . 

r fHE Government ot India mi -,m . J 

Sualcin. I presume they are not non retpnml.___ 


.It,-. I'uv l<> Ihr Mi’i't 1 "' “f Srli.lmril- {Umriwi Drcrmbrr -1.) 

i ■ <'it> Westminster, December 2, lbsb. 

sly, rihi.a i. to ..am, ^ 

.nut nroeeed to the port presents of grain cotton seeds 

!'r; *p -1™ Itey,'of MaUn! is allowed to aekmpany me, and the proposed 

attaek'on'the Dervishes is postponed tor a «eeh m u Delia and on the hills near 

1 hcliere tl,at 1 can got he ln e»nnm t I ^ )|m , , iru to eompet or 

Handout, to enme to a tncudly undelsl.indm^. 

. rimrrn ;«! «;• done, as , an, advised ,hn, ,s ,n no 

'. ml “' C '' i,USer ' (8ig J l , , “ W - & l-’ttANOIS WM. FOX. 


No. 72. 

. . i I (lti‘ceiird Decnnber 4, 10*30 A.M.) 

Sir E.Barnuy to the Marquis off ^uhslnuy. {h«"< 


(No. 113.) 

(Telegraphic. 


Cura, December 4, 1888, 10-10 A.M. 


YOUR telegram No. 78 [r oj ol \eA. ida\. 
The Aden Troop is no longer re»p»iu . 


No. 73. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Barmy. 

(No. 70.) Imieian Office , December t, 1888, 145 

. 
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No. 74. 

, J# , . War to Foreign Office.—{Received December 1.)] 

(Confidential.) ' 

r A M T , . , War Office, December 4.1888. 

• r ^ a- dl !' ( ' c ! l ' (L J . v td< ' Secretary ol‘ State for War to transmit to vou, for tin- 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the inclosed “copies of a 
telegram with regard to affairs iu Egypt. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) RALPH 'THOMPSON. 


luelosure in No. 7 1. 

Mr. Stanhope to Oeneral Dormer. 

( lelegrapliic ) _ War Office. December t, |SS8. 

• i iv / ^ auth°r i ti(' s lin-r think British force with Suakin Exiiedition insuffi¬ 
cient. M as Grenfell satisfied that he had sufficient force for objects intended r 


No. 7.1. 

Sir hi. Raring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received December 5, ll'.Tl m.' 

(No. 146.) 

(lelegrapliic.) Cairo, December 5, 1888, ] 1 *11. a.m. 

i OUR telegram No. 76 of yesterday. 

If Sii John Adye has any special reasons beyond those which must occur to 
cieiy one for thinking that Zebehr’s services could be utilized, or that his influence 
may still be considered as a factor in Soudan affairs, I should he very glad if the\ 
could be communicated to me. 


No. 76. 

Foreign Office to Mr. F. IV. Fox. 

^‘ I - # Foreign Office, December 5, 1888. 

1 AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
ol the 2nd instant, offering to proceed to Trinkitat for the purpose of opening friendly 
communications with the tribesmen of the Toknr Delta, provided that Brewster Bey is 
allowed to accompany you. and that the proposed attack on the Dervish force n 
besieging Suakin is postponed for a week or two. 

I am to thank you for this communication, but to state that Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment cannot undertake to interfere with the measures judged necessary by the military 
commanders in Egypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) P. CURB IE. 


No. 77. 


War Office to Foreign Office.—(Received December 6.) 

(Confidential.) 


War Office, December 6, 1888. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affair-, the inclosed copies of a 
telegram with regard to affairs in Egypt. 
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Inclosure in No. 77. 

Genera! Dormer to Mr. Stanhope. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo , December 5, 1888, 12’55 p.m. 

YOURS 4th. 

General Grenfell was quite prepared to carry out objects of expedition to Suakin 
without assistance of British troops. ‘When these were offered, he expressed himself 
quite confident, and said he required no more than our Mounted Infantry and the 
Borderers. The last to be used as reserves. 

He firmly believed that his 2,000 black troops will carry the trenches, and that with 
the other 2,500 men he can inflict severe defeat on enemy, who, by last report, has onl) 
?>00 in the trenches, and 1,500 at Handoub. 

Deserters are coming in to us. 

Any delay is most (inadvisable, as threatened reinforcements may arrive. I 
anticipate heavy losses among our black troops if enemy stands, and some losses in our 
Mounted Infantry ; hut, even if repulsed, 1 do not think any other serious loss or disaster 
can occur, as retreat would bo covered by British infantry, under cover ot guns ot ships 
and forts. 

General Grenfell is well aware of the importance of not risking a failure. 1 am 
telegraphing to him that, if he is not sure of success and would like more British troops, 
he had better postpone the attack ; but I feel confident he is quite satisfied with strength 
of present force. 


No. 78. 


Sir E. Haring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Rereired December 6, 2-50 P.M.) 

(No. 147.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 0, 1888, 140 p.m. 

IN consequence of a telegram which General Dormer received from the War 
Office, I telegraphed to Commander May, who is Acting Consul and, Senior Naval 
Officer, to ask whether any reasonable doubts could he entertained ot the sufficiency ol 
the attacking force at Suakin. 

He replied: “Present force will clear trenches, and probably carry llandoub, 
which is imperative. Assistance of another English battalion is required 1o hold 
Handoub, or produce permanent effect, and bring tribes in. Paget (who commands 
another ship) concurs.” 

I do not think that there need he any apprehension of failure, provided the 
operation be limited, as originally intended, to the capture of the trenches immediately 
in front of Suakin. Every authority here, without exception, is strongly convinced of 
the absolute necessity of insuring success. General Grenfell s instructions as to 
running no risk aro very explicit. 1 spoke- to him most strongly on the subject 
before he left. On his arrival to-day or to-morrow lie will receive further telegrams, 
both from General Dormer and mvself, telling him if he has any doubts to ask for 
further reinforcements. My last reports arc that there are 1,000 men in the 
trenches, and 700 in reserve at Handout). Also that the Dervishes have two or 
three guns in reserve, and plenty ot ammunition. 

General Grenfell’s force will consist of 750 British, 2,000 blacks, and 2,000 
Egyptians. It is scarcely conceivable that this lorce should not he suffieient. 

It is desirable that the attack should be made without delay, as there arc rumours 
of reinforcements coming from tin* direction ol Berber. General Grentell tully 
understands that without further orders lie is not to do more than carry the trenches. 
His instructions both from the Egyptian Government and from General Dormer are 
very explicit on this point. May’s view, although it probably represents a good deal 
of local opinion, must in no way be taken as representing the view ol the responsible 
military authorities, and was probably sent m ignorance ot Grenfell s instructions. 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 
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No. 79. 

Sir E. Barmy to the Marquis of Salisbury.—[Received December 6, 4' 10 I’.M.) 


(Private* and Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 0, 1888, 2*5 i*.m. 

MY telegram No. 147. 

I really do not think there need he the least apprehension as to sufficiency ot 
the attaeking force. Operation is as free from risk as any military undertaking ot the 
kind can possibly he. 

But. T hope that, tin* very great import a net* of keeping the soldiers and sailors 
well in hand is fully understood at home. This is the great danger. Oeneral (Iren I ell 
is very sensible on the subject. ITe wishes to carry trenches and nothing more, hut lie 
will he exposed to strong local pressure to go on to llandouh. Creates! caution is 
necessary he lore consenting to anything of this sort. Opinions ol the soldiers, who 
are sure to hi* hacked up by tin* newspaper correspondents, should be accepted with 
great reserve, as many of them, especially Kitchener, are in I avow ol lighting lor 
lighting’s sake, without much reference to object to he obtained. 

II is very questionable whether present force is siillieiont to go to llandouo 
without undue risk. It is still more questionable whether it is worth while 
reinforcing it to undertake any such operation. Idea ol stationing an English 
battalion permanently at llandouh, as suggested l>\ ('ommander -May, appears to mo 
open t o the si rouges I objections. Argument that the capture ol place will tranquillize 
Hast cm Soudan is of very doubtful value; it is much more probable that, once there, 
there will be outcry for a further advance. 

I feel vei\ strongly importance of this point, as ! can assort* \nu that unless 
great care is taken Her Majesty's Government may lit* dragged into another big 
Soudan business almost before they are aware of it. Further, much useless bloodshed, 
which formerly took place at Suakin, was dm* to giving soldiers too I roe a hand. It 
wo adhere strictly to the original programme, a certain, though limited, amount ol 
good may be done, probably at little cost, ol lite or money. It wiU require much 
stronger arguments than au^ which I have yet heard to convince me that it would 
hi* desirable to extend programme*. 

Personally, I greatly doubt, whether dispatch ot an English battalion was necessary; 
none of military authorities hero thought, of asking tor it, Imt ol course accepted it. 
when it. was olfered. I’ray remember that now that. English troops have been obtained 
there will he greatest temptation to use them for more extended operations than 
were originally contemplated. All sorts of arguments will probably be put forward 
about tranquillizing tin* Soudan once and lor ever. I believe these arguments an* ol 
very little value, in such eventuality the very serious political question has to be 
considered of whether objects to he attained are at all commensurate with muni lest 
risks and disadvantages of engaging in further military operations which, in the* end, 
may not improbably be of a very extended character. 


No. 80. 

H er Office to Foreiyn Office.—[Received December 7.) 

(Confidential.') nw December 7, 1888. 

I AM direct(*il hv the Secretary of State lor War to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the inclosed two copies ol 
a telegram with regard to affairs in Egypt. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 



Inclosure in No. SO. 


The Secretary of State for War to the Genera! Officer commanding in Egypt. 

i ■ \ December 7, 1888. 

° C P11AY understand that English troops have been allowed to go to Suakm onlj 
upon the distinct understanding that, operations are not to extend beyond eh. P 
trenches, and that extension of operations to llandouh is absolutely excluded. 

Have no doubt you realize this, hut our view should hi* made quite eteai. 


No. 81. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring. 

SsStuio.) Fomjn 0/ficc, (Wrr 7.1SSS M5 r 

I HAVE laid your Confidential telegram of (1th instant bet ore tie '* l ,,,lt j, 
We entirely concur in ym.r view, and arc si run* of **l*«»»>> «*** f 
th<* programme of the expedition beyond the relict and pioU c t k * * 

“lvam^tan the coast to llandouh or'clscwhcre, most he ahsnlu cly prohibited. 

l'rav enforce this view effectually upon the feyplian liovernment. S.tmlar 
orders are going from the War Office to the military authorities. 


No. 82. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury. -(Received December 9, l<> v.m.) 

(Telegraphic.) . „ . .-ter ». »»«. ® 

STB E GBENEELL telegraphs to mo as billows :— 

“T hVvo asked f^ squadron of 20th Hussars, as Kitchener's reconnaissance 
to-dav has proved that it is necessary to augment cavalry. U 

directly they would he useful, hut 1 tlunk any long delay now Mould Is .1 mistak , 

the enemy might receive reinforcement.” S ubic(*t of the 

General Dormer is in communication with tin V ai Olliu } 

reiufonvmeuR ^ (h( . will he limited in the sense indicated 

in your Lordship’s telegram No. 77 of the 7th. 


No. 83. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.— [Received December 10.) 

(No. 305. Secret.) Cairo, November 20, 1888. 

the honour to report to ymur 

to Count d'Aulngny. 1 reemasl a J.r rate to Cairo, as directed 

Ambassador had drawn bis attention • , -ubh'd that he had as yet no 

against English and Italian interests Lo d 

serious reason to believe that tin olqu > - • ■ (j oun t d’Aubigny. 

Both of these gentlemen are about to g U J n^^Siwof tbo Suo* cSiil 
The fact, that they should both arrive lieic * ll \ ‘ t t p? y } iav0 come to inquire 

the question if the Ucuatio.. ** by 

* i >-»■ -*y‘ hii *« - r “ n “ turc 10 confitm 

this suspicion. | have, &e. 

(Signed) BAItING. 
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No. 84. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 10.) 

(No. 367.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 27, 1888. 

I I1AYE the honour to inclose a copy of a Khedivial Decree nominatin'; 
Mr. Walter Bond to be a Judge of tin*. Egyptian Court of Appeal. Mr. Bond is a very 
enable English lawyer, who during the time he has been practising at Cairo has 
acquired a thorough knowledge of Arabic. 

The action of the Egyptian Government in nominating Mr. Bond to the Court ot 
Appeal has been quite spontaneous. They have, 1 think, done wisely to secure his 
services. Without European assistance it is almost hopeless to expect that there can 
be any considerable improvement in the working of the native Court. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


tnclosure in No. 84. 

Extract from the “Journal Officiel" of November 20, 1*88. 


Dc'cre f. 

NOUS, Khedive d’Egypte, 

Vu 1’Article 32 dc notre Decret du 0 Cliaban, 1300 (U .Inin, 1883), portant 
reorganisation des Tribunaux Indigenes; 

Sur la proposition dc notre Ministre de la dustier et l’avis eonlornie de notr«- 
Conseil des Ministres; 

Ddcrdtons: 

Article l". Mr. Walter Bond est nomine Consciller a la Corn* d'Appel Indigene 
dc; Cairo. 

Art 2. Notre Ministre de la Justice est charge de Pexeeution du present Decret. 
Fait au Palais d’Abdin, le 21 llabi-Ewcl, 1306 (25 Noyembre, 1*88). 

(Signe) M EH EM ET TEWFIK. 

Par lc Khedive: 

Le President du Conseil des Miuistres, 

(Signe) Riaz. 

la' Ministre dc la Justice, 

(Signe) Fakiuiy. 


No. 85. 

Sir E . Haring to the Marquis of Salisbury. — (Received December 10.) 

(No. 370.) t , 

My Lord, Cairo, December 2, 18S8. 

I HAVE the honour to report that Major-General Sir Francis Grenfell has Ml 
Cairo to-day with his stall' for Suakin, where he will in all probability undertake acti\e 
military operations against the force ol dervishes at present investing the town. 1 oui 
Lordship is aware that General Grenfell visited Suakin some three weeks ago, and that 
in consequence of the representations made by bim cm bis return, two battalions of 
Soudanese blacks have been withdrawn from the Nile frontier and sent, to Suakin, and 
the garrison there has been otherwise strengthened as lar as is in the power ot the 
Egyptian Government. To those Egyptian reinforcements have been added, by per¬ 
mission of Her Majesty’s Government, one battalion ol English troops (the Kings 
Own Scottish Borderers) and a force of Mounted Infantry taken from the English 
Army of Occupation in Egypt, and this lorce is accompanied b\ a considerable loiee 
of British officers. 

The whole force will he commanded hv General Grenlell in person, and 1 have 
I lie honour to inclose herewith a cop\ ol the instructions which ha\c been gi\en to 
him by Riaz Pasha with the approval of the Khedive and the Council of Ministers. 
In virtue of these instructions General Grenlell is given liberty ol action as to the 
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means whieli lie may sec At to adopt to compel the dervish Amu-in evacuate their 
mesent positions, limn which they are able to threaten, and to bombard the torts an 
n^ot' Suakin, and to cause considerable danger to the mhalntauts and ui ta?' 
c n aee at the same time, stress is laid on the neeessdy meumhen! on the 

rnrin to S his open,lions to what is absolutely necessary to tree tin- town Iron 

he da * r now threatening it, a.ul no ,.remission is given I.uertako a •> 

onerat ions ol' anv kind al a distauee - ' wallsol Suakin. 1'i.ui h.Sn l. nn I 

is “ strictlv and' above all" enjoined l„ lake no ollens.ve movement nut-ld, th, nail 
nf the town unless he has reason to feel confident ol success 

h midilhm b> these, General Grenfell has received iur her instructions Iron. 
General Dormer, relating principal^ (o tin-manner m which the Mig im mops in, in 
he utilized. Copy of these hist met ions is also mclo-M. 

(Signal] E. BA RING. 


Inelosure 1 in No. 85. 

Riaz Pasha to Major-denera' Sir /’. CrenfrU. 

(Confiilentielle.) / ( . tw ,,. /, ] 7 Novembre, 188*. 

M. le Sirdar, • (-.•j \ v . ,*<•/> v<»tour de Suakin et, 

IL resulte du rapport, verbal 'F™') ' " .m'il devient, pour ainsi dire, 

d’anres vos propris reeomiaissanees et, umsultai 1 , ,, J ....... ....u 

imjossihle ALreetto villc d,ms 

cause des projectiles que les rebelles no evsseut U an *1« U us (i|)1 

null que ‘vs olms pnnlmsent en N li-s nuhJ d’eau ikuee. 

1’insecurite de la route de eomnuunui ion. l ' sheurite dans la villi' et le repos 

Pour fairc cesser eet otat de ohou-s ot . » ^“belles avee une force 

pour la garnison, vous etes d a\ is qu l • • 1 1 . ^ ^ j pouvoir const ruin*, 

'ullisauterallude nous emparer des ^ unintenint el, qui leur per,net «le 

vm...—- * 

n,t vous exprinm* ^ 

deux bataillons de Soudanais et une partie dc ^ U w ^ nl \ ll l mn ‘; s h eet, elVet. 
par voie de Kosseir et vous demandez q e • ~ ‘ m’ave/ expose a la haute 

1 Jc me suis emprvsse de soumettre tout oo quo ^ coUegues. Tons, 
appreciation dc Son Altese le Khulni . ^ ‘ ^ soit . ulm j s ( . u ’U „’\ a m utilite. 

nous approuvons voire plan ; e est-a-i i e ‘ 1 « k devrait se bonier 

:'V 't .<lant,.,.. t dhm, .1.* |a 

a la delense de la Milt an moj n in, ,i ( . i., position mills out prise el dc 

necessity ineluctable de deloger d abmd • , • aciuelle, et d’elevcr ensuito 

laquellc ils out reussi a motive la v, e ArlW <■! k- -1- 

c*. r- ^ m " smvs •>"*• vo " s 

propose/,, a la condition qu'elh's ne srn,ml 'VnluuMler strictemcnt. et .want tout do 

J’ajoute que nous eroyons devou u jJ. s p mo ius que vous lie soyez 

ii’cntivpremlre aueuu mouvement ofteusiL hoi-, dc hi v Ulc, l 

sftr du sucees. Veuillcz, Ac. 

| i( . President du Conseil des Miuistres 

(Signe) RIAZ. 

Conseil, eon! -une dans nm hulre e.-dessus, rostc la menu . K . 
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Inelosurc 2 in No. S5. 


Con fidential Memorandum. 

G. 0. C., Suakin Expedition, 

MIEILE endeavouring to inflict a severe defeat on tin* enemy, your operations 
slnjufd l)e eon fined to driving him from liis intrenched position, and from the immediate 
vicinity of Suakin. You are not to attempt the capture of llandouh, although the 
enemy, il once turned out. of his trenches, should ho A'igorousi\ pursued. 

2. The British infantry taking part in the expedition are not to he engaged (at all 
events at first or until it becomes necessary), except in support; and if the iufantrv 
have to he brought into the open, they are to he kept in close formation, and advanced 
to cover any possible repulse of the attacking force. In this case they should he kept 
in square. 

3. The British troops will he provided with 100 rounds of ammunition per man 
for mounted infantry, and 300 rounds per man for infantry, 100 of which should he 
carried by the soldier on the day of the attack. 

4. Camp equipment lias been put on hoard, nho a leu Maltese and water carts. 
These need not he disembarked at Suakin if not required. 

5. As regards medical arrangements, Surgeon-Major McCreeiy, the Senior 
Medical Odicer with British troops, will report through Dr. Rogers, Principal Medical 
Officer of the expeditionary force, but he will he entirely responsible and independent 
as regards care of his own sick, and also for discipline*. "When actually in the field, 
the Senior Medical Officer, British troops, will receive your orders through the 
Principal Medical Officer with regard to all medical arrangements. 

6. Major Kekewich is appointed to act. as Brigade-Major to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Barrow, and as Stall' Officer to look after the British troops with whom he should 
return to Cairo. 

7. Lieutenant-Colonel Rhodes, attached to your force as Staff Officer, is to return 
with first detachment of British troops leaving Suakin for Cairo. 

8. Lieutenant-Colonel Barrow, as Senior Officer, Avill he in command of all British 
troops under you for discipline; hut in the field he will command and he with his own 
corps of Mounted Infantry. 

9. The British troops take with them sixteen days’ preserved meat, sixteen days’ 
biscuits, twenty-four days’ groceries, jam, and pickles, for 1 ,<>00 men. Further supplies 
will f'ollou. 

10. Inclosed is a state of the troops composing British force proceeding to 
Suakin.* 


(Signed) 


Cairo, November 30, 1888. 


*1. C. DORMER, Major-General , 

Command illy in Egypt. 


No. 80. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 78.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, December 10, 1888, 2*20 P.M. 

THIS last demand of Grenfell's almost denudes Fgypt of English troops. We 
think that some precaution should be taken in ease of unforeseen accidents. Do you 
think it would he better to have* a ship of war in Alexandria Harbour, or a ship of war 
at Cyprus ready to bring over troops if summoned ? 


No. 87. 

War Office to Foreign Office,—(Received December 10.) 

Sir, War Office, December 10, 1888. 

1 AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for tin* 
information of the Secretary of State* for Foreign A Hairs, the inclosed copies of six 
tcleg.ains with regard to affairs in 1’gypt. 

I mu, &e. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


IncloMire 1 in No. 87. 

Gewral Dormer to ,\fr. Stanhope. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 8, 1888, 7“20 P.M. 

GENERAL GRENFELL telegraphs asking for squadron of 20th Hussars. 1 can 
send them by Egyptian steamer on the ] 2th December. Ho considers no other reinforce¬ 
ments necessary. May I send squadron ? 


Inclosure 2 in No. 87. 

General Dormer to Mr. Stanhope. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 0, 1888,12'50 P.M. 

GRENFELL full) understands, and telegraphs his opinion of confidence ; but in 
face of repeated offers of reinforcements think-, he may not ho justified in continuing 
to refuse them. Therefore, as Egyptian steamer will be ready, leaving Suez about the 
12th December, I propose to [send ?] her hack to Suakin with squadron 20th Hussars 
and 300 men Welsh Regiment, which are all she can carry. 1 propose bringing up 
half battalion Irish Rifles from Alexandria to Cairo. 


Inelosnre 3 in No. 87. 

Mr. Stanhope to General Dormer. 

(Telegraphic.) R'«r Office, December 5), 1888, LPlfi P.M. 

SENT' squadron of 20th Ilussars. Will telegraph again to-morrow. 


Inelosnre f in No. 87. 

Mr. Stanhope to General Dormer. 

(Telegraphic.) War Office, December 10, 1888. 

YOUR proposal to send 300 men Welsh Regiment, besides the squadron of cavalry, 
is approved. _ 


Inclosure o in No. 87. 

General Dormer to Mr. Stanhope. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 10, 1888, 11*10 A.M. 

GRENFELL telegraphs as follows :— 

Thanks very much for your telegram. 1 regret delay, hut cavalry arc much 
required, and, I think, worth Availing for. T should of course he very glad of Welsh, 
and would send them back next. day. I am quite confident of success. 

Shin with Hussars, and filled up Avitli 300 Welsh Regiment, would arrive at 
Suakin about. 17th December. 

As greater portion of my force avIH hi* there, may I not he allowed to proceed my¬ 
self to Suakin ? 


Inclosure 0 in No. 87. 

Mr. Stanhope to General Dormer. 

(Telegraphic.) War Office, December 10, ] 888. 

YOU RS, December 10th. 

Quite appreciate your wish to accompany your troops in person, hut 1 am 
strongly of opinion that, as responsible for order in Lower Egypt, you should remain 
there. 


* Not sent. 


[1521 


r 
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No. 88. 

Sir E. Iiaring to the Marquis of Salisbury .— (Received December 11, 12”2 5 p.m.) 

(No. 140.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 11, 188b, 10-15 a.m. 

YOUR Lordship’s telegram No. 78 of yesterday. 

Everything is remarkably quiet here just nmv. I do not think then- is any real 
risk in sending the additional troops. The main point is to be successful at Suakiu, 
and especially not to delay operations too long. 1 find it difficult to believe that there 
is any serious chance of failure; but as the War Office authorities appear to think 
further reinforcements are desirable, 1 would send them, [t, is better to incur some 
temporary inconvenience here rather than to run the least risk of failure at Suakiu. 
The only thing that is at all to lx; feared is that the Europeans at Alexandria may get. 
frightened and cause something like a panic. They most probably would do so if 
there were any defeat at Suakiu. The Greek Consul-General recently inquired of mr 
rather nervously what were the numbers of the British garrison. 

I think, therefore, it would be a wise precaution to send an additional ship to 
Alexandria. Also, if you will permit, L will let it be generally known that in case of 
necessity reinforcements can be stmt at a short notice from one of the Mediterranean 
stations. It is highly improbable that, they will be required, but announcement 
would hart' good ell'ect, ;md probably be sufficient to allay any risk of panic. What 
most people here really care about is not so much number of troops, but the 
knowledge that we are responsible and are ready to act rapidly and vigorously in 
of necessity. 


No. s<). 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir fi. Haring 

(No. 79. Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, December 11, 1888, t>‘LO r.M. 

WE are anxious that the discussions which have taken place in England should 
not by any possibility leave upon General Grenfell’s mind the impression that, 
there is on our part the slightest tendency to doubt bis judgment. Pray take steps to 
assure him that there is no ground for any such impression, and that he has fullest, 
confidence of Her Majesty’s Government. 


No. 90. 

Sir E. Haring to the Mari/ais of Salisbury. — ( Here!red December 12. 1’10 r.M.) 

(No. 150.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 12, 1888. 

A PRIVATE, letter received here states that Mr. Wyhle is about to go to Suakiu 
with a view to opening negotiations with the tribes. Can you ascertain whether this is 
true, as, if so, I should consult General Grenfell as to desirability of allowing his visit at 
this moment ? 


No. 91. 

Sir E. Haring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Herd red December 12, 5-|5 r.M.) 

(No. 151. Very Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 12, 1888, W5 r.M. 

KHEDIVE informed me this morning that lie had received letter from the Grand 
Vizier stating that Porte wished to re-enter into possession of Suakiu, and asking what 
number of troops would be required to garrison the place. Plus has been evidently 
written at the instigation of Moiikhtur Pasha. 

I bine not >et seen letter, hut it will be shown to me. I told Khedive and Ilia/. 
Pasha that l should not communicate to your Lordship until 1 had seen it, and until 1 
had had some further discussion with them in order to ascertain their views more lulls. 
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At the same time, 1 should be glad to know whether yon have any instructions 
to give me for my guidance in subsequent conversations. 

So far as I can at present, judge, views of Khedive and Riaz Pa-dui are somewhat 
as follows :— 

They are prepared to deal with the matter in any way English Government may 
advise. Unless some prospect can be held out to them of the reeonquest of the Soudan 
at no very distant dale, which they are aware they cannot etleet without assistance, they 
would like to get rid of Suakiu. They scout idea of abandonment pure and simple. 
They are greatly opposed to cession to a foreign Power, both because this would 
embroil them with the Porte, and because they object ino-l reasonably to any enter¬ 
prising European nation being placed in a position from which they might advance and 
eventually control head waters of Nile. They are therefore inclined to favour Turkish 
plan, of course on the understanding that Egypt is relieved of all expenses connected 
with Suakiu. But they hesitate because they fear that this may he only tirst step 
towards turther Turkish encroachment. They are anxious to know whether they 
could obtain from Her Majesty’s Government any guarantee against such encroachments, 
i conceive that we might unobjeetionahlv guarantee to the Khedive that the present. 
Firmans will he maintained, and that we should not permit of any objectionable decree 
of Turkish interference in Egypt. But we can only do this if (he idea of allowing an 
Anglo-Turkish force to he present in Egypt under certain circumstances, as proposed in 
Sir H. Wollf’s Convention, is. as I hope, finally abandoned. I do not see how we could 
guarantee Khedive against a Turkish advance to Berber ami Khartoum. 

Please see your telegram No. I7<h '-huh December of last year. If we wisli lo 
encourage idea, 1 think it would he perhaps advisable not to make any conditions in s<> 
far as Egyptian Government arc concerned. They will probably think our real reasons 
for making conditions is that wo want to put obstacles in way of their arranging matters 
with Porte. Moreover, they will urge that question.- such as cession to other Powers, 
and the Slave Trade, are mutters which should ho treated directly between I hr 
Majesty’s Government am! Porte. Khedive and Uiaz Pasha are extremely anxious that 
no hint of their real views should get round to the Sultan. 

1 will telegraph again when 1 get text of Turkish letter. 


The Marquis of Salisbury lo Sir Iiaring. 

No. 80 .) 

IVlegraphio.) Foreiiui Office, December 12, 1888, I t.:, i*. M 

YOUR telegram No. 149. 

Admiralty have been requested to let. ship he at Alexandria by the 17th. 


The Marquis of Salisbury lo Sir E. Haring. 

(No. 230.) 

Foreign Office, December 12, 1888. 

1 TRANSMIT to you, herewith, a copy of a letter from Mrs. Brewster, expressing 
her belief that her son. Brewster Bey. lias not authorized Mr. Fox to associate bis name 
with that gentleman’s scheme for the pacification of the Eastern Soudan.* 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 91. 


Sir IP. White to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 13.) 

(No. 471. Very Secret.) 

Mv Lord Constantinople, November _7, 1S»8. 

THE message sent me by the Sultan through Munir Pasha after 1 left the Imperial 
presence last night referred to Egypt. 


Not prmtwl. 
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l a>kcd to state privately and very confidentially tor ltis Imperial Majesty what 
was the programme of the Egyptian 'policy of Her Majesty’s Government. 

f assured his Excellency 1 hat tins.* v,a > no change in that poliev, that this programme 
could he found in your Lordship’s speech at the Mansion House, and that we could not 
think of evacuating Egypt until we had completed the reform undertaken, had insured 
its entile tranquillity, and obtained security lor the future. 

Munir l’asl.t wished me, by the Sultan’s orders, to make some suggestion, hut 1 
said, aft '• the experience made by Si” If. D. Wolff, l certainly could not do anything ot 
the kind, upon which I was informed that His Majesty intended sending Artin Pasha to 
me with a lurther communication with regard to Egypt. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE. 


No. A5. 

IP. IP. i ' . , *■' thn'mher 13.) 

(No. lMi.J 

My Lord, ('onsirnili/io/tle, Drrrmbr/ S. IHSd. 

IN my despatch No. 171 ot ilie -7th ultimo. 1 had tlie honour to report to your 
Loulship that Munir Pasha had informed me, on the Sultan’s behalf, that Artin Pasha 
would speak to me shortly, by His Impetia! .Majesty’s comm .nd*-, on the subject of Egypt. 

Aitin Pasha has since called upon me, and l learnt from his Excellency that the 
Sultan had mentioned Eg)pt to him, but he had not received an) Imperial instne tion- 
and had nothing to communicate. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE. 


No. 00. 

The Marquis of Sali'-bun/ to Sir If. Hm inn. 

(No. SI.) 

(Telegraphic.) Fmiqu Offer , Ihmnbrr Id. 1 \S ( S, 3* 10 i-.m. 

YOlTIt telegram No. 150,. 

Mr. W)hle. of this Ollice, believes that his brother intends to start to-morrow for 
Egypt. 


No. 07. 

Sir If. Baring In the Muiqnis or Salisbiti ./.— (En'ened Diu.uher 13, 10*20 l\U.) 

(No. 151. Secret.) 

(L'h'giaphie.) Cano , December 13, ISss, s*5 r.\i. 

THE Grand Vizier has addres-od an otiieial letter to tlie Khedive staling that the 
Porte considers it necessary to take in liaml tin* ailministration of Suakin immediately. 
’I’he Khedive is requested to indicate tin* piaetical measures for giving effect to this 
project, and to stale the number of soldiers which should he sent. Allusion is made 
to tin* possibility ol restoring Suakin to the Egyptian Government after the British 
gairisen has left Eg)pt and utter tranquillity is restored to Suakin. 

The Egyptian Uouinment would be glad to have the advice of Her Majesty's 
dm eminent as to the course that they should adopt. They are disposed not to pul 
any difficulties in the way, hut rather encourage tin* Porte to occupy Suakin. They do 
not much like the proposal, as they h*ar that it nun lead to further encroachments of 
th‘‘ P‘>« *. to detriment of the semi-independence of Khedive's Government. Hut, in 
view ot the necessity ot finding some solution of the Suakin question, thov think 
Turki h oioup.uiou immlvis fewer evils than any other proposal that could he made. 
They would, however, he very glad to leeeive some moral assurance from llei Majesty's 
(loveminent that tin* Porte will not he peunitteil to euereuch upon the prerogatives*o! 
tlie Khedive to any i lent beyond that which is permitted by existing firmans. 

The above was wiitten in Linz Pasha's presence, and seen b) him. His views anti 
those of the Khedive au* more fully given m my telegram No. 15] of vestculav. 


I cannot say that I like the proposal much more than they do. It is open to some 
obvious objections, but I see no better solution, unless, indeed, Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment are prepared to occupy Suakin, a point which I need not discuss. I would therefore 
encourage the idea of Turkish occupation. Any hesitation I may have had is removed 
by General Grenfell’s last telegrams. The capture of Stanley and Emin Pasha will 
raise the spirits of the Dervishes, and will probably set more of them free to attack Wady 
Haifa. Tt is therefore desirable that the Egyptian Government should be placed in a 
position which will permit it to concentrate its limited forces on the Nile. 

Fmther, some advantage may be derived from placing the Sultan, as Head of the 
Mahommcdan religion, in open opposition to the Dervishes. 

I understand the Sultan’s reason for moving in the matter are twofold. In the first 
place, he is very much frightened at the progress made by the Mahdiist movement 
in Arabia. Mouklitar Pasha holds very strong opinions on this point. In the second 
place, lie is afraid of an English Company being formed to take possession of Suakin. 
Allusion to this later point is made in the Vizirial letter. 


No. 98. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 14, 12*45 P.M.) 

(No. 156.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo , December 14, 1888, 12'35 r.M. 

YOUR despatch No. 232 of the 7th, and telegram No. 81 of yesterday. 

General Grenfell, in reply to my inquiry, says that he thinks that the presence 
of cither Fox or Wyldc at Suakin at this time would be embarrassing. Pray dissuade 
the latter from coming, if he has riot yet started. 

I consider that Suakin is now under military government, and 1 do not, unless I 
should receive contrary instructions from your Lordship, propose to interfere with the 
discretion of the military authorities in the event of their considering it desirable to 
prevent any individual disembarking there. 


No. 99. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 83. Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Offer, December 14, 1888, 6'45 P.M. 

YOUR telegrams Nos. 151 anil 154 : Turkish occupation of Suakin. 

Her Majesty’s Government are not unfavourable to the proposal if it commends 
itself to the Egyptian Government. But it cannot be entertained while these military 
operations are pending. Meanwhile, I should be glad to know in what manner, and 
subject to what stipulations, the Egyptian Government would bring it about. Certain 
conditions would be indispensable. Among them would be the following:— 

Nothing must be done to make our operations against the Slave Trade less efficient. 
The Turks must engage not to concede or permit the occupation of Suakin by any other 
Power, nor to impose any new duties that would fetter trade, and they must give 
security against any encroachment on the guaranteed autonomy of Egypt. 


No. 100. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 15, 3’15 P.M.) 
(Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 15, 1888, 2‘45 P.M. 

YOUR telegram of yesterday. 

Grenfell, whom I consulted, replies: “Consider that negotiations for release of 
prisoners is quite useless unless some very important Emir, captured by us, could he 
offered in exchange.” I agree in this view, but 1 could not altogether abandon the 
idea of negotiation. Let us wait for Grenfell’s attack, which will now take place 
in a few days, and then reconsider the question. 


1752 ) <1 
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No. 101. 

Sir E. Rarinq to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 15, 415 r.M.) 

(No. 157. Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 15, 1888, 3-15 e.M. 

YOUII telegram No. 83. 

I think, in order to arrange matter, direct negotiation between Her Majesty's 
Government and the Porte will ho both necessary and desirable. 

Moukhtar’s Secretary has boon to speak to me on the subject. 1 said nothing 
about letter from the Grand Vizier or about my communications with your Lordship, 
but I sounded him as to tins conditions. I gather from what he says Porte is very 
desirous to occupy Suakin, and 1 should think they would not offer much opposition 
to any of conditions named in your telegram. 

Only condition which the Egyptian Government would propose to make is that 
they should be relieved of all expenses connected with Suakin, including tin- tribute. 

As regards Turkish encroachments, Porte would, without doubt, guarantee 
emitinuaix-e of the Finnans; hut Egyptian Government want some more practical 
proof of their intentions. They consider that this would be given if the Turkish 
Commissionei were withdrawn; his presence is no longer necessary, as his mission has 
been long since concluded. 

Hiaz Pasha would, I think, be inclined to state this in the Egyptian answer, 
but I am not sure whether Khedive, whom 1 have not been able to see to-day, would 
agree. I loth would certainly wish Her Majesty’s Government to negotiate for them 
on this basis. They attach great importance to the point. 

They quite agree that the Turks should engage not to hand Suakin over io any 
other Power, hut they think this is hardly a point they can pul forward themselves, 
although Her Majesty’s Government, might of course do it. Porte would not be likely 
to make any difficulties on this score. 

Slave Trade question presents great hut not insuperable dilliculties, which would 
not be solved by getting the Porte to take over the engagements of Egyptian Con¬ 
vention. in so far as Suakin is concerned, in addition to those of the Ottoman 
Convention. Any guarantee to he of value must involve creation of some Ih-itEli 
Agency both at Suakin and Jeddah. 1 think if I might consult Colonel Schaefer I 
might hi* perhaps able to propose something practical in this connection. 

I venture to think no special engagement about ordinary trade is necessary. 
The Commercial Treaties would, of course, obtain at Suakin. It, might he possible to 
stipulate that Suakin should fall under the Egyptian commercial regime, which, under 
the proposals now being negotiated, will Ik* certainly more liberal than that of Porte; 
hut, this would enable Porte to urge with some force* that Egypt, must continue to pay 
the tribute. 


No. 102. 

Sir IP. White to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Recoil ed Dcrember 10, S \.w.) 

(No. 1)1. Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) Constantinople , December 1(5, 1H8S, 12-50a.ni. 

SUAKIN: Your Lordship's telegram No. 130, Secret, of yesterday, and Sir E. 
Paring’s Nos. 151 and lot of the 12th and 13th instant. 

The Sultan is much perplexed by three questions connected with Egypt which 
11 is Imperial Majesty is strongly pressed to take up successively. These an*: (1) the 
ratification of the Suez Canal Convention, (2) an arrangement as to our evacuation of 
Egypt, (3) the question of Suakin. 

The French are pressing for the rat ideal ion of the Convention lirst, as that 
would lead up, they imagine, to tin* other solutions, Imt the Sultan is trying to gain 
i inn*. 

I cannot make out whence tin* pressure about Turkey’s occupying Suakin comes, 
hut it is not, certain that Mis Imperial Majesty has decided upon it, though it appears 
to lie believed at Cairo. A month ago 1 reported lo your Lordship, in my telegram 
No. s;}, Confidential, of the 15th November, what 1 had then heard about it. and it, is 
believed licit* that tin* original idea of this plan comes from Ih** Khedive himself, who 
lirst suggested it to Moukhtar Pasha. 


I doubt the possibility of separating the question of Suakin from the general 
one concerning Egypt, about which the Sultan is getting again very keen. Mis 
Imperial Majesty sent Artin Pasha to me announcing another more important visit 
on this subject shortly. 

It would ho likewise a pity wen* such opportunity omitted to obtain some 
satisfactory extension of our Slavery Convention of 1880. 


No. 103. 


Sir Ilk While lo thr Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telei/raph, December Hi.) 


(No. 11)5 a. Secret. Ext. 01 A 

Mv Lord Constantinople, December Hi, 18,88. 

‘ Til PEE questions, all of them connected with Egypt,are at this moment, attracting 
the special attention of the Sultan and of his Government, on each of which I am 
desirous of submitting a few observations to your Eovdship. 

The first of those is the ratification of the Suez Canal Convention, which, under 
its Article XVfT, ought to have been exchanged by tin* 20th ultimo, and for which 
tlm Turkish instrument of ratifications is still waiting, as the Imperial Ivade required 
for that purpose has not yet been issued. The French Charge d’Atlaires is pressing at 
the Porte to obtain the speedy conclusion of that long-pending question. 

ft is impossible to ascertain the real cause ol this delay, hut I cannot help 
1 hinking that it is possibly due to some hope held out to the Sultan hv the trench 
Ambassador when inducing M's Imperial Majesty to authorize the signature ol. that. 
Convention in connection with our evacuation ol Egypt, a hope ol the realization of 
which His Imperial "Majesty is becoming less certain. 

The vecond question, \iz., the condition ol our stay in Egypt, is again attracting 
the Sultan’s special attention, and Artin Pasha came to me on Monday last, the loth 
instant, and had some genera! conversation about it, without having anything new to 
say; hut his Excellency has announced to me another \ isit shortly as soon as ho lias 
received the Sultan's commands on the subject ol some communication concerning 

l*>vpt. , 

r> ' q*n these two questions a third one has now been added with reference to a Turkish 
force being asked for and sent, to occupy Suakin. Eut if appears by no.means certain 
(although it, is believed at Cairo) that tin* Sultan has as. yet made up his mind in any 
way as to the course he should lollow, were the realization ol such a plan feasible. 

Lt is believed hen* that the origin of such a plan is due to the Khedive himscll, 
and that it was Mis Highness who lirst suggested it to Mukhtar Pasha. In the 
Palace this plan of a Turkish occupation for Suakin has two warm supporters in the 
persons of Dervish Pasha and Djeniil Pasha; some of the Turkish Ministers are lor it, 
others against it. 

For my part, 1. doubt the possibility of separating in any negotiations out here 
the question of Suakin from the genera) one concerning Egypt, and I think likewise, 
that it would he later a cause for regret if any understanding which Her Majesty’s 
Government might he desirous of bringing about concerning either Egypt or Suakin; 
the question of obtaining an extension of the Convention lor the suppression of tin*. 
Slave Trade, concluded by Sir II. Eayanl on the 25th January, 1880, were not brought 
prominently to the front. 

I had the honour to forward tin* substance ol the above to your Lordship by 


telegraph to-day. 


[ have, &c. 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE. 
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No. 104. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 84. Secret.) 

(Telpirranhic ) Foreign Office, December 16, 1888, 12’3o p.m. 

YOUR telegram No. 157, Secret, of yesterday. 

Your suggestion tliat we should negotiate at Constantinople requires much 
consideration.” Everything that is said at 1 he Porte becomes known to all Embassies 
and newspapers, and vve should have to deal with the objections of Prance, the eaith- 
hunger of Italy, the intrigues of Russia, and the fury of our Turcophobes at home. 
It is verv difficult to negotiate under those conditions. 


No. 105. 

Sir E . Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 17.) 

(No. 372.) . ? 

Aly Lord, Cairo, December 4, 1888. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copies of two Circulars which Riaz Pasha 
has addressed to the Mudirs and Governors of Egyptian provinces and towns, and 
which have been published in the “Journal Officiel ” of yesterday. 

Both of these Circulars relate to a subject which at present is causing a good deal 
of anxiety to the Sanitary authorities and grave inconvenience to the Egyptian police 
force, namely, the over-crowding of prisons, caused in great measure by the long 
detention in prison without trial of persons suspected of crime, and partly by the 
incarceration of many persons who, as Riaz Pasha points out, might, without danger, 
he released on hail. 

By these Circulars the Mudirs of provinces and the Governors of towns are 
reproached with negligence in the performance of their duties, and are incited to 
increased diligence in regard to the prompt trial of accused persons and the immediate 
release of all those against whom no ease can he proved, and at the same time they are 
exhorted to release, on sufficient hail or surety, those whose good conduct for the 
future would be thereby sufficiently guaranteed; the class of offenders to whom this 
may apply is carefully defined. 

The length of time which frequently elapses between the arrest of a suspected 
person and his trial constitutes, as your Lordship is already aware, a grave blot on the 
system of administration of native justice, while the actual state of overcrowding of 
prisons gives rise to some anxiety on account of the health of the community at large. 
On the other hand, the energy and knowledge of his subject displayed by Riaz Pasha 
in frequent Circular despatches addressed to the Mudirs and Governors have already 
to some extent roused these authorities from the state almost of apathy into which they 
bad fallen, and there is, therefore, reason to hope that some good effect may be pro¬ 
duced by the two Circulars under consideration. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 105. 

Extract from the “ Journal Officiel ” of December 8, 1888. 

Circulaire adresse'e, a la me me date, aux Moudirs et Gouverneurs. 

(Traduction.) 

M. le-, 

IL ressort, d’un Etat qui nous a <5t6 remis, que le nornbre des detenus dans les 
prisons des provinces attaint actuellement les chitl'res relates dans le Tableau 

ci-aprtte. 
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Etat des Detenus d’ordre des Commissions de Repression de Bri<»anda"o et autrse 
Commissions, du Contentieux, des Moudiriehs et Gouvemorat° et do la Division 
de la Securite Publique :— 


Assiout .. t> i# " 30 

Garbieh .. .. .. # # " ,., 

Charkieh .. .. • * * .. 

Menoufieli .. <# t> *’ g 

linin' 1 rah .. ., t> # # ^ ^ 3g 

Minieh ...... >t n 

Iveneh .. .. .. ’’ gj 

Guiseh .. .. ,. (( ^ # . og 

Dakahlieh .. .. .. 05 

Gouvernorat dc la frontiere .. .. .. ** 6 

Guirgah .. .. .. .. ,, ” 94 

Fayoum .. .. .. .. .. ” 46 

Galioubieh .. ,. ti ^ _ 59 


Nous ne saurions vous dissimulcr le pdnihlc dtonnement, que nous a cause la con- 
statation d’un nornbre aussi considerable de detenus, sur le sort dcsquels il n’a pas 
encore etc statue, constatation qui nous force, a, regret, a reeonnaitre le ]>cu d(* 
diligence apportec, de votre part, dans la suite a donner aux faits qui out, motivd des 
emprisonnements. Vous ne devez pas ignorer cependant, M. le . . . ., quo l’examcn 
rapide dc ces faits constituc pour vous une obligation primant toutes les autres, 
puisque l’innocence ou la culpabilite d’un detenu a titre preventif, e’est-a-dire son elar- 
gissement ou la privation de liberte, en dependent. 

En cas d’innocence, le detenu en prevention doit etre immediatement rclaxe; au 
cas oil une sentence la declare eoupahle, il doit etre sur le champ oeroiuS a la maisonde 
detention, ou il subirn sa peine. De la sortc, on evitera dans les prisons un enconibre- 
ment qui, au point dc vue sanitaire, constituc toujours un danger. 

Nous n’iusistcrons pas sur l’importance qui s’attaehe ii un changcmcnt radical de 
1 (.tat dc tlioses actuel, et nous'ious adressons la prescutc Circulaire en vous enjoignanl 
de vous y conformer strictement et de n’epargner aucun effort pour atteiudre le but 
que nous poursuivons. 

(Le Ministre de l’lnterieur), 

(Signe) RIAZ. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 105. 

Extract from the “ Journal Officiel ” of December 8, 1888. 

Circulaire adresse'e, a la me me date, aux Moudirs el Gouverneurs. 

(T raduction.) 

,P ES Rapports qui nous ont etc transmis par rinspectcur-cn-ehef de la Securite 
l u uiquo dans la Ilaute-Egypte, il resulte que le nornbre des detenus depasse, en 
general, eelui quo I’amenagement. des prisons perrnet de eontenir. Les consequences 
unmediatcs de cct etat de elioses sont: 

1. Un danger pour les prisonniers au point de vue sanitaire; 

2. La necessite d augmenter 1 effect iI des oflieiers et soldats jireposes a leur garde 
et, de ce dernier chef, le nornbre des agents de polka* se trouvo diminue au lireiudice 
de rordre public. 

Parmi les prisonniers, il s’en trouve qui peuvenl etre rendus a la liberte sous 
caution et d autres qu il n’y aurait pas lieu d’ecrouer. Ces deux categories se com. 
posent: 

• ^ De formats ayant subi leur peine au bagne de Tourah et attendant dans la 
prison des Moudiriehs la garantie des Cheiks cxigee par les Reglemcnts; 

2. De proprietaires ou pores de families n’ayant ii leur charge que des accusations 
de laits sans gravite. La fuite de ces derniers netant pas a apprehender, on pout, 
*uns danger, les mettre en liberte provisoire sous caution; 

3. De gens accuses de negligence dans l’oxercicc dc lours functions, si eette 

L^-J li 


Nornbre 
ties Prisonniers. 


Localites. 
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negligence a perm is aux auteurs do crimes, vols ou attaques a main arm<5e, d’echapper 
a, la justice, ou qui n’ont pas pris les mesurcs necessaires pour empecher la perpe¬ 
tration <Pun forfait, el do detenus a titre preventif qui pourraient etre libdr^s d£s la 
clOture de l’instruction; 

\ . Enfin, de personnes qui, sur la declaration d’heritiers ou rexistencc de soup^ons 
ont etc arrctOs par la police, an moment de l’enquetc preliminaire, avant quo leur 
culpahilite soil; formellenicnt demontrec. 

Cos observations meritent d’etre prises en serieusc consideration. II importe, en 
effet, (Paviser aux moyens de diminuer, dans les prisons, lc nombre (les detenus sans 
porter atteinte a la loi et a I’ordre public. II nous parait opportun, a cet egard, de 
consigner immed in foment a lours Choiks respectifs, au lieu de les transferer dans la 
prison de la Moudirieli dont ils reinvent, les foreats du bagne de Tourah, s'i 1’expiration 
de leur peine. II n’y a pas lieu, sous ce rapport, de tenir compte de l’aequieseement ou 
du r<'fus (les dits Cbeiks, sauf le cas ou le Ministerc de Plntericur ordonnerait l’entree 
du foreat dans lc corps (lisciplinaire. 

En principe, auoun individu no doit etre incarcere a moins de condamnation 
pronounce eontre lui paries Tribunaux, (Pune aecusalion criminelle, ou (Pun danger de 
fiute. Les officious do la police et les agents charges (lit inanition de Pordre public, 
doivent done s’attaelier a n’arrclcr quo les vdrilallies auteurs do crimes, et h nc pas 
porter atteinic a la liberie de gens sur lequels no p^sont pas des soupeons graves ou 
des charges de culpability sulPisantes. 

En menu' temps qti’a vous, M. le . . . . , copie de la presente Cireulaire est 
adressee a toutes les aulorites, avec ordre de s(‘ conformer rigoureusement a ses 
prescriptions. 

(Le M inislre de Plntericur), 

(Signe) EIAZ. 


No. 100. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis rf Salisbury.—{Received December 17.) 

(No. 074. Confidential.) 

Mv Lord, Cairo, December L 1S8S. 

ON the 30th ultimo I telegraphed to your Lordship, at Sir Francis Grenfell’s 
request, conunenting on a highly exaggerated account which had appeared in the second 
edition of the “Times” of the 23rd November with reference to the situation at Suakin. 
In the “Times” of the 21th November I find, in addition to the telegram to which l have 
already alluded, the following, dated the 23rd November :— 

“ General Dormer considers that there is no danger of Sunkiu being “rushed,” even 
in the event of au Egyptian defeat, and expresses confidence that General Grenfell 
will he able to dislodge the Dervishes, till up the trenches, and construct forts in their 
place.” 

So far the telegram is quite unobjectionable. The only observation 1 have to make 
is that it would perhaps have been better if the “ Times ” correspondent had consulted 
General Dormer before telegraphing that the Dervishes might perhaps “ rush Suakin, put 
the entire garrison to the swonl, and destroy the lighting portion of the Egyptian army,” 
instead of consulting him after having sent it. 

The telegram then continues as follows: — 

“ While holding this hopeful view, the General is strongly of opinion that the. 
Egyptian army must he largely increased, that is, to 1(1,000 men. This would enable 
them to take llandoub, Tamai. and Tokar. 'Phis done, the General believes that the 
rebellion would be practically crushed, and that an advance on Dongola would finally 
tranquillize the Soudan. Those views commend themselves to nearly all, except the 
financial authorities.” 

So long as Mr. Moberly Fell, who is the “Times’’ correspondent, coniines himself to 
dating the opinions entertained on Egyptian affairs by himself and other irresponsible 
persons, I need not make any remarks on what he writes. Hut when, on a subject of this 
importance, he professes to give the opinions of General Dormer, who occupies the 
highest military position in this country, and when he further adds that these opinions 
are entertained by ‘‘nearly all, except the financial authorities,” I think it is time for me 
to take some notice of the matter. 

The only influence that can he drawn from Mr. Hell’s telegram is that General 
Dormer was in favour of a large increase of the Egyptian army, with a view to the 
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immediate reoccupation of TTandoub, Tamai. Tokar, and Dongoha; that this proposal 
had been rejected on financial grounds ; and that the opinion of allthc responsible autho¬ 
rities here was adverse to that of the Financial Department. Any such inference would 
be wholly incorrect. 

The views attributed to General Dormer were of such importance that I at once 
called on him and spoke to him on the subject. I think it will be, perhaps, better to give 
General Dormer’s views in his own words. In a letter which lie wrote to me after our 
conversation, be expresses himself as follows :— 

“I told him (Mr. Moberly Hell) that in my opinion the force is nothing like 
sufficient to maintain a peaceful frontier, and that we eoidd never expect peace and quiet 
in the Soudan until it was reconquered hy r some one. As a hypothetical case, and if it 
were possible, 1 said that I believed that if the Egyptian army could he doubled and if 
we could gradually creep on to Dongola and take and hold llandoub, Tamai, and Tokar, 
the tribes would readily join the Government, Osman Digna’s power would be at an end, 
and in time that Malidiism would collapse and we might restore the Government at 
Khartoum without having to send an expedition there. Subsequently I sent him the 
“Egyptian Gazette” containing a reproduction of Lord Wolseley’s despatch dated 
April ISSo, and said that I held precisely the views therein contained. I never for a 
moment hinted or said that the Finance Department stood in the way, knowing as 1 do 
that the Egyptian army has been increased to the utmost extent that the finances of the 
country will admit, and that it is sufficient for the actual safe defence of the present 
frontier. I was merely speaking of what 1 thought might he. if Egypt could ever afford 
to have a far larger army, or if England ever again cared to assist her in reconquering 
the Soudan. Mr. Moberly Hell asked me if he might quote my opinion, and 1 replied 
that my opinion on this question was little worth, hut such as it was every one knew' it, 
as I had never tried to conceal it. 1 was not discussing the present position of affairs 
nor Egyptian finance, but simply expressing my views of what some day may come mid 
must come if Egypt is to he peaceful and prosperous. What 1 said had no reference to 
the present military position or ‘situation,’ nor did 1 imagine that he would make use of 
my views for any mischievous purpose to cast discredit on the Finance Department, 
(which I had never even mentioned). 1 shall he very careful in future not to give any 
expression of my private opinions to Mr. Moberly Hell, and I regret very much having- 
done so, You are quite welcome to make any use you please of anything I have herein 
stated to correct any false impression that may exist that, in my opinion, the Finance 
Department has ever stood in the way at all of etleeting any necessary or possible 
increase in the Egyptian army; for on the contrary 1 think that everything has been 
done that could he for the safe defence of Suakin and the frontier, and indeed everything 
which lias been asked tor.” 

In a subsequent letter to me General Dormer says : — 

“ Mr. Moberly Hell has mixed up opinions on the general affairs of Egypt and the 
Soudan in the future with the present situation and policy of the Government, with 
which latter I am entirely in accord, and in any case I should not feel myself at liberty to 
diller or express my opinion upon it.” 

It will he seen, therefore, that Mr. Moberly Hell has given a vcr\ false idea of 
General Dormer’s opinions. 

1 have only to add that the statement that the views set forth in Mr. Moberly Hell’s 
telegram “commend themselves to nearly all except the financial authorities” is wholly 
devoid of foundation. I am in constant communication with all the highest authorities 
in Egypt, and l can confidently assert that the views set forth in this telegram do not, 
accurately represent the opinions entertained by any one of them. They are not the views 
of the Khedive, or of Kiaz Pasha, or of Sir F. Grenfell, neither are they my own views, 
neither, as your Lordship will have observed, do they accurately represent the views of 
General Dormer. To the best of my belief there is, for all practical purposes, a complete 
unanimity of opinion on this subject in Egypt amongst all those whose opinion need ho 
taken into account. Every one regrets that the Soudan has been lost; every one would 
be glad to see the country, so far at all events as Khartoum, regained; every one would 
like to acquire a peaceful frontier; no one, so far a^ I know, has any proposal to 
make, which can at all he said to fall within the domain of practical polities, as to the 
manner in which these objects cun, lor the time being, he attained. All arc agreed 
ihat, for the present, the circumstances of the situation impose a purely defensive 
attitude. 

Whether, in the cu>nt of ollensHe operations being undertaken at some future 
time, the acquisition of Dongola and of Tokar would, as General Dormer is inclined to 
think, tranquillize the Soudan, must in a great degree lie a matter for conjecture. Many 
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authorities incline to the opinion, which I am myself disposed to share, that an advance 
on Dongola would necessitate a further advance on Berber and Khartoum, and that even 
then it is very doubtful whether the Egyptian frontier, though more remote, would be 
more peaceful. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


No. 107. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 17.) 

(No. 37G.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 5, 1888. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose an extract from a despatch which I have to-day 
received from Commander Paget, Senior Naval Officer and Acting British Consul at 
Suakin, on the subject of the general situation at Suakin. 

It appears from this report that the losses, from the fire of the enemy, in the 
Egyptian torts and town up to the present amount to sixteen killed and sixty-one 
wounded, and that a certain amount of distress has been occasioned among the 
inhabitants ot Suakin by the stagnation of ordinary business and by a considerable 
rise in the price of the ordinary necessaries of life. 

Captain Paget estimates the lorcc of the enemy in the trenches before Suakin at 
about 1,000 men and their reserve at llandoub under Osman Digna at about 700; 
the^ June three small guns in the trenches and two or three more at llandoub. 

To oppose this force 1 General Grenfell will, in a few days, have under his orders at 
Suakin an army of upwards of 1,500 men, consisting of about equal numbers of 
Egyptian and black troops with about 800 English. 

Captain Fagot considers that there is some danger of an attack being made by 
the Dervishes on the Egyptian salt-fields of Rowayeli, a few miles to the north of 
Suakin, as the friendly Arabs who were intrusted with the protection of the place 
appear to show a disinclination to undertake active hostilities against the forces of 
Osman Digna. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosurc in No. 107. 

Commander Paget to Sir E. Baring. 

ki r > ^ Suakin, November 27, 1888. 

1 HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that since my last letter of 
the 0th instant the position hero has remained much the same. 

The garrison is at present about 2,700 men, including 200 horse battery and 
05 cavalry, all well mounted. 

The Water Ports have been greatly strengthened, and a small redoubt, protected 
with iron shields, was built, and first occupied on the night of the 21th bv Bimbashi 
Cotton and thirty blacks. It is placed midway between the Water Forts and 50 yards 
in icai of tin'embankment, to protect the wells and the material lor the new permanent 
fort at night. 

Ibis new fort will he rapidly completed. Also more guns and mortars have* 
been mounted in or dost' to the "Water Ports, and main embrasures art' being prepared 
ou the embankment for guns, to assist in the coming attack on the trenches'. 

2. The total loss of the garrison by the enemy since the first trench was cut, the 
•17th September, 1888, to date, is as follows:— 

Killed— 

By bullet ...... r 

Bv q>ear ........ 4 


Wounded— 
Bv bullet 
By -shell 
Bv .sword 
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Of these, 7 have died, and most will have to ho invalided out of the service. 

Total killed, 1G ; wounded, G1 {sic) ; also about 6 wounded m the town have 
been treated in the Civil Hospital; but there are probably other cases who have not 

reported themselves. „ , , 

In the town there is some distress, as so many are thrown out ot employment; 
and, therefore, money is very scarce, but there is no actual starvation. 

Many blacks in the town have been enrolled as irregulars and armed, and paid 
daily, this more for charity than for their anticipated usefulness. 

* I aimex prices as at present, showing a considerable rise:— 


Former 
average Price. 


Present Price. 


Beef . 
Mutton ., 
Durra . 
Rice .. 
Water . 
Milk . 
Ghee 
Firewood 


Per sack 
Per bag 
Per skin 
Per oke 
Per 5 okes 


4 *J to .> piastres . 
5 to 0 piastres 

3 3 dollars .. 

4 dollars . 

1 piastre .. 

^ piastre .. 

2 dollars 

(is. to 10s. per ton 


0 piastres. 

7 piastres. 
1^ dollars, 
dollars, 
piastte . 
j piastres 
4 dollars. 


.. Now of an indifferent quality. 

.. Scarce, forage being 'cry dear. 


2 piastres ., 


10 piastres per oke, j y scarct>) and 

2/. per ton > small quantities. 

20 piastres .. J 


only got in 


3. Deserters from tlie trenches have been coming in less freely of late, as most ol 
the pure blacks have already come in or deserted to the interior. 

The present force now there under Osman Nail) and Idm Haroun arc nearly all 
Dongalese and Jaalen and Shyiahs, probably about 1,000 in number, ihat is about 
the average of all information. 

The reserve at llandoub under Osman Digna will probably not produce more 
than 700 lighting men. lie also has two or three guns m reserve and considerable 
ammunition. There are vague rumours of their being reinforced from Sinkat and 
Berber, but it would he certainly known if they were actually on the road here. 

There are two 0-prs. and one 7-pr. in the trenches, but two only have been 
used of late. In the daytime they are kept hid in the rear trenches 111 dense hushes, 
though they still occasionally use them in daylight, not often, as it provokes 
storm of shell from our lines. But at night they are brought up dose and aetivel > 
worked from constantly shifted positions at distances between‘loO and .)00 yards from 
the Water Eorts. Since the 22nd they lire about twelve a-mght with very creditable 

accuracy, their shell generally bursting effectually. , , ,, , , 

From the 17tli October to date they have lived about o()0 rounds at the town and 
Water Eorts. All through daylight there is considerable' musketry, but their nllomen 
have learnt caution and now show themselves as little as possible. 

The shell expenditure of the garrison is enormous u . 

4 , The fort at Mahomed Ghoul (Baidib) has been but little molested, though there 
is a small Dervish force there watching it, and Osman Digna had promised to send guns 
north. The Dervishes there were commanded by Alnncd Mohammed (son ol the Boy 
here), who was visited in his camp by his father and Bimhash 1 rinsep on the 7tli. 
Ahmed then declared he was with us, and was merely temporising with Osman Digna 
to prevent a more enterprising Dervish taking up the siege. He was summone 
to Uandouh for not arresting or killing these two He excused himsellas lus vrifo ww* 
iu Suakin. Since he has been summoned to Khartoum to answer the Khalil u, Imt 1 
will probably hide in the hills, so now there is rather more danger ol Bauhb and the 

Rowaveh salt-fields being attacked. 

* I have, &c. 

(Signed) ALFRED PAGET, 

Acting Consul. 
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No. 108. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 17.) 

(No. 377. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 5, 1888. 

1 HAV Jjj the honour to acknowledge Hie receipt of your Lordship’s telegram No. 76 
ot yesterday s date, informing me that Sir John Adye strongly recommended that we 
should employ Zebehr Pasha as an intermediary for the purpose of making peace with the 
Soudanese and opening trade. 

Any opinions emanating from so high an authority as Sir John Adye merit the 
utmost consideration. 1, therefore, telegraph to your Lordship requesting that if Sir 
l' i an ^ ^P ec ' a ^ reas °ns, beyond those which must occur to every one, for 

thinking that Zebehr s services might be utilized and that his influence may still be 
considered an important factor in Soudan politics, they might be communicated to me. 

. * think it desirable to submit to your Lordship certain observations on this subject, 
which is one of great importance. The opinions I at present entertain are, of course’ 
subject to modification by the light of any further facts or arguments with which I may 
become acquainted. 

Tour Lordship will remember that at one time I was strongly in favour of sending 
Zebehr Pasha to Khartoum. At that time the situation was very different from that 
which prevails at present. In the first place, General Gordon and Colonel Stewart, 
although they had both been originally adverse to the employment of Zebehr Pasha, 
strongly urged that his establishment as a quasi-independent ruler at Khartoum was the 
only practical solution of the difficulties which then existed. I was of opinion that this 
of itself constituted very strong grounds for employing him. In the second place, the 
aigumerits which both General Gordon and Colonel Stewart adduced were of the utmost 
weight. 

e* ^ mc ^ 1C L‘‘l ,( i !S roum l Khartoum had not as vet thrown in their lot with the 
Mahdi. they were wavering. General Gordon urged with what appeared to me to be 
very great force, that unless some prospect could be held out of establishing a tolerably 
settled government at Khartoum, the tribes would immediately join the Mahdi and that 
the retreat of the Egyptian garrison would be cut off. In the absence of any other 
prominent local leader Zebehr Pasha, was, he thought, the only person who could carry 
on the Government with any degree of success. " 

I he position now is very different. Without saying anything to Kiaz Pasha about 
_>our Loulships telegram, f discussed with him this morning the question of employing 
Ze belli l asha. 1 may mention that Kiaz Pasha entertains no sort of personal animus 
against Zebehr I asha. On the contrary, his feelings towards him are friendly. The 
view which Kiaz Pasha took, and in which tor my own part, I am very much inclined to 
agree, is as follows:— 

lie pointed out that before the Mahdist power was established in the Soudan, moral 
influence, whether exercised by Zebehr Pasha or by any one else, was a factor in Soudan 
politics of sufficient inportanee to be taken into account. But he did not believe that as 
things stand at present, the least effect could be produced by moral influence. It is 
possible that in time the power of the Dervishes will crumble away owing to internal 
dissensions. It is also possible, although it does not at present look very probable that 
self-interest may prompt the Soudanese to establish peaceful commercial relations with 
Lgjpt. But for the present Kiaz Pasha thought that there was nothing to do but to 
leave the Soudan alone. Nothing short of military force could bring tiie Dervishes to 
terms, and for obvious reasons that military force could not be employed. He pointed 
out that when Zebehr Pasha was a power in the Soudan, he had a large fightiii" force at 
his back. Now lie could only rely on moral influence. Kiaz Pasha addoifthaAilthoiHi 
le sympathized with Zebehr Pasha, he had no great personal confidence in him* that he 
came from a very treacherous race ; that lie bad been for a long while abscnt’from the 
Soudan; that he was discontented and sick in body and mind, and that any influence 
which Zebehr formerly possessed had now probably disappeared. 

Those views appear to me to be extremely'reasonable. Zebehr Pasha’s personal 
character and antecedents arc such that from the first his employment was not unattended 
with risk. This 1 always recognized. Under the circumstances which prevailed in the 
spring of 1884, L thought that the arguments in favour of his employment were so 
weighty as to justify incurring the risks to which l have alluded. Even now, if I thought 
there was any reasonable prospect of Zebehr Pasha being of use, l do not say but 


that the experiment, hazardous though it be, might not be tried. But I have so far 
been unable to obtain any positive evidence that Zebehr Pasha’s present influence in the 
Soudan is sufficiently great to atford any reasonable prospect that, even under the very 
doubtful hypothesis of his acting loyally, he could be ot much use. It is also to be 
observed that Zebehr Pasha does not and never did exercise any power in the Eastern 
Soudan. His influence was only considerable in the W estern Soudan, and especially at 
Darfour. It is just possible that if, now* that Mahdiism is established, Zebehr Pasha were 
to reappear in Darfour, he might regain his former influence, but it is more than probable 
that he would only do so if he were to put himself at the head ot the movement which is 
hostile to Egypt. Zebehr Pasha is notoriously untruthful, but he is by no means wanting 
in intelligence, and possesses a rough but not unimpressive style of eloquence. Whatever 
he may have said himself when at Gibraltar or elsewhere, I should he greatly inclined fo 
doubt "his usefulness as a negotiator. It is a very sound maxim in politics that the 
natural leaders of any discontented party, when once they begin to negotiate with the 
Opposition, lose their hold over their own following. This holds good in a remarkable 
degree as regards the Soudan, for, the movement being mainly religions, the suspicions 
of the fanatical party are easily excited in respect to any one who is in constant com¬ 
munication with those who are not of their way of thinking. Sheikh Mahommed Morghani 
is a typical instance of this. lie possessed great influence over the Soudanese. But lie 
threw in his lot with the Egyptian and the English Governments. For the last few 
years he has been resident at Cairo, lie visited England during the Queen’s Jubilee 
and was very well received. The result, which [ always rather feared, was that he became 
so English in his sympathies as to impair his political usefulness, lie has now not only 
lost all influence in the Soudan, hut the orthodox Mahommedans recently destroyed his 
property at Mecca on the ground that by association with infidels he had become little 
short of an infidel himself. 

A trustworthy informant told me a short time ago that in conversation with an Arab 
—not of the governmental Pasha class, but a teacher of one of the mosques, who on a 
point of this sort is a much better authority—the latter said: “ It is a pity that, the 
Egyptian Government cannot catch Osman Digna and keep him for a week ; even if he 
were sent back again, a week’s residence with the English and Egyptians would entirely 
destroy his influence.” Taken literally this is, without doubt, an exaggeration, but it 
represents an order of ideas which T believe to be perfectly accurate. 

I cannot help thinking that Zebelir’s long absence from the Soudan and his 
prolonged residence amongst Christians and orthodox Mahommedans would inspire such 
mistrust among the Dervishes as to render him of little use as a negotiator if he 
remained with us; whilst to set him free and let him go to the Soudan to tell his own 
tale would, I venture to think, be extremely imprudent, for lie would very probably 
throw in his lot with the Dervishes. 

It may, however, be asked, why should not the experiment be tried? To this l 
reply that at this present moment l do not see the least use in attempting to open 
negotiations with the Dervishes at all. The experiment has been already tried several 
times. It was tried by General Gordon, who had all the orthodox Ulema of Khartoum 
at his back. It was tried again by the English Government. It was tried by the 
Sultan, acting through Moukhtar Kasha. It was tried through the Morghani family. It 
has been tried by the Suakin authorities. On each occasion the result has been a signal 
failure. I know of no reasons why it should succeed better now than it has done on 
former occasions. Further, 1 do not think that it would be wise to employ such an agent 
as Zebehr Pasha unless his employment presents reasonable chances ot success, and I do 
not think that, for the present at all events, there arc any such reasonable chances. He 
is a dangerous implement to employ. We cannot trust him. He may do much more 
harm than good. It is certain, as he has numerous grievances which render him very 
discontented, and, as lie is notoriously grasping, that he would expect an extravagant 
reward for any real or pretended services w hich lie might render. 

Further, it is to be observed that, although, in the event ot negotiations ever taking 
place, it would appear at first sight desirable to employ a iMahommodan, or, it possible, 
a native Soudanese, as an intermediary, it is by no means certain that this would be the 
wisest course to adopt. Some good authorities are of opinion that negotiations through 
an Englishman would present greater chances of success. 

In conclusion, I have to say that, before Sir Francis Grenfell left tor Suakin, I 
.-poke to him on the subject of negotiations with Osman Digna and he leaders of the 
hostile tribes who now follow Osman Digna. It is just possible that the remit of the 
operations now about to be undertaken at Suakin will open the door to negotiations. If 
Ibis should be the case, the basis of any arrangement is simple enough. Trade 
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should be opened, and some small subsidies might be paid to the tribes durin" good 
behaviour. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


No. 109. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 17.) 

(No. 380.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 8, 1888. 

I HAVE spoken to Riaz Pasha on the subject of the proposal made by Lord Hay 
of Kin I aims, and forwarded to me in your Lordship’s despatch No. 221 of the 27th 
ultimo.. I found his Excellency strongly opposed to the creation of any Company 
possessing powers, such as those indicated in Lord Hay of Kinfauns’ letter without 
date. 

lie pointed out, in the first place, that the Firmans of the Sultan stood in the 
way of any proposal of this sort; and, in the second place, that, in view of the 
privileges accorded by the Capitulations to Europeans, he was, save in exceptional 
eases, opposed to the establishment on Egyptian territory of largo European Companies, 
these difficulties might, however, perhaps be got over if there were any real prospect 
of a practicable solution being found of the Soudan question in the direction of Lord 
ITa^ of Kintauns proposals. Riaz Pasha is, however, strongly of opinion that such is 
not the ease. He is not by any means in favour of endeavouring to reconquer the 
Soudan, but he laughs at the idea of its being possible, for the present, at all events, 
to establish any sort of settled Government without, the use of physical force. He 
pointed out that the Mahdiist movement was essentially religious. lie believed that, 
lor the.moment, very little could be done by the moral influence of any one, and he 
tell quite certain that, il any such policy were to be tried, it would not present the 
smallest chance ol success unless the person who exerted the influence were of groat 
"weight in the Mahommcdan religious world. I may mention that this is very similar 
to the view entertained by General Gordon. 

I do not think that I need examine the scheme put forward by Lord flay of 
Kinfauns at any length. I will, therefore, onl\ say that I fully agree with Kiaz 
1 asha in thinking that it is wholly impracticable, and that it should, on no account, 
receive any encouragement from ller Majesh s Government. Apart from other 
object ions, it is quite inconceivable that any serious capitalists, after being well 
informed ol all the tacts ol the ease, should be found who would put their money into 
a plan ol this sort, unless, indeed, the Concessions, of which Lord llav of Kinfauns 
speaks, were ol such a nature as practically to throw all the risks on the shoulders of 
the Egyptian Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


No. 110. 

Mr. I<\ II. Smith to Foreign Office, (lie, rired December 17.) 

k'** . V11 Commander-in-chief's Ojfice , Portsmouth, December 13, 1888. 

i' - tiv • , umoui . t f) .suggest, lor the consideration of the Secretary of State for 

Foreign Allfairs,.the possibility ol relieving the state of affairs in the Eastern Soudan, 
especially in view ol the increased embarrassment resulting from the reported 
captivity of Emm 1 asha and Mr. Stanley, through the medium of the Abyssinians. 

1 would first recall the tact that England has on previous occasions received very 
signal sen ice at the bauds ol King Johannis, notably in connection with the liberation 
ol certain Soudan garrisons in 1884, and that, as a result of these services, Abvssinia 
now lunls hcrscll involved m hostilities, in common cause with Em-land against the 
Maliommedans of the Soudan. 

It is also known to Her .Majesty's Government that a state of attain exists between 
the Italians at Massowah and the Abyssinians, which is extremely prejudicial to the 
interests ol both. My previous connection with this question is the ground on which 
.1 would respectfully claim consideration when I sav that this state of allairs is 
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Jie direct result of a mistaken policy on the part of Italy and a disregard of 
certain portions of the llewett Treaty which were intended to confer benefits on 
Abyssinia in return for the valuable services rendered to England and Egypt by the 
Abyssinians. In support of this view I would ask you to turn to the remarks on the 
subject of the Italian dealings witli King .Johannis, contained in the Report of my 
mission to the King of Abyssinia, dated the 20th May, 18S6. I am aware that my 
advice on that occasion was unacceptable to one prominent member of the Italian 
Cabinet; but I think that it will be allowed that the policy advocated by me has 
been entirely, though negatively, vindicated by the course of subsequent events under 
a contrary lino of conduct. 

The relations between the Italians and King Menclek of Slioa also formed the 
subject of a paragraph in the same despatch. Ltaly has for a long time reposed her 
trust in Menclek, whom I may compare to an empty earthen vessel. Until brought 
into actual contact with Johannis, Ras Alula, and Teckla-IIaimanot, Mcnelek’s 
emptiness and weakness will not make itself apparent; but any movement by him on 
the behalf of Italy will meet with an absolutely crushing defeat, and Ttaly will then 
discover what I, who may claim an intimate knowledge of present affairs in 
Abyssinia proper, have long known and represented, namely, that in trusting Menclek, 
they are trusting to one who null promise anything in return for presents—many of 
which he used to pass on to Johannis—but who tears to perform because In* is 
tolerably certain of defeat should lie attempt to do so. 

In view of this state of allairs, both in regard to England’s position at Suakin and 
Italy’s at Massowah, it will be acknowledged that it is to Italy’s best interest to 
become reconciled to Abyssinia, and to England’s to combine the preliminary steps of 
a settlement of affairs in the Soudan with an attempt at the rescue of Emin and 
Stanley. 

I would therefore submit the following course for eonsiderat ion: England and 
Egypt must again, as in 1881, seek to utilize the good offices of Abyssinia for the 
furtherance of a scheme, which is common not only to those two countries hut to 
Abyssinia also, against the Maliommedans of the Soudan. To obtain these good 
offices it will undoubtedly be necessary to make to Abyssinia certain concessions 
which will affect Italy more than England. These concessions would he such as Italy 
might well make on behalf, and at the request of England, in consideration of the 
latter’s claim to be heard as one of the Contracting Powers to the He welt Treaty, and 
of tin* fact that the same concessions would eventually tend to flic realization of her 
colonial projects in the Red Sea ; but which she could not honourably make on the 
demand of Abyssinia, and which she has, therefore, hitherto persistently refused. 

In return for these concessions Abyssinia, operating from her own frontier in the 
direction of Gallabal, Kassala, and beyond the limits of the Rogos district, will he able 
to bring such pressure on the Soudanese as to seriously interfere with and break up 
the concentration of the latter’s forces around Suakin. This line of action will obviate* 
the necessity for any such display of force or direct hostile action as would he 
prejudicial tei the safety of Emin and Stanley. 

I beg to eJfer my services for any project in oonnoetiem with Abyssinia in its 
relation to affairs in the Soudan, and I also take this opportunity of disclaiming 
emphatically any feeding of hostility to Italian interests, such as, I believe, has been 
imputi'd to me, in consequence eif my eh'spatches on the conclusion of my missiem in 
188(5. In saying what I then said \ had in view emly what I then considered, and 
still consider, the best interests of Italy and Abyssinia, having regard to England's 
friendship in European polities for the former and her indebtedness and Treaty 
obligations to tin* latter. Moreover, my despatch was only shown in its entirety to 
the Italian Ministry after a careful perusal by Sir John Savile Lutnley, who decided 
that it contained nothing from iv hi eh any harm could result; and J hoped at the 
lime that this, being the ease, would be a guarantee of protection from the possibility 
of any harm to myself from having written for my own Government anything which 
it would be undesirable that tlie Government of Italy should see. 

As I have already mentioned, I consider my sincerity in this respect proved by 
the course of subsequent events. 


I have, &e. 

(Signed) F. HARRISON SMITH. 
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No. 111. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office.—{Received December 17.) 

Sir • 

’ T . , r , Admiralty, December 15. 1888. 

• , 1 commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to state, for the 
H^rTlniW t H; ^^d^'s of Salislmry, in reply to your letter of the 12th instant, that 
Her Majesty s ship Carysfort sailed from Malta on the 13th instant for Alexandria. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


No. 112. 

Sir E. Barmy to the Marquis of Salisbury .—( Received December 17, 10-45 a.m.) 

(No. 158. Secret.) 

(Telegrapluc.) Cairo, December 17, 1S8S, 9-35 a.m. 

xOUR Lordship s telegram No. 81 of yesterday. 

1 f< ?“; lt .."' i1 ! 1 bc vei y ? im . cult to come to any satisfactory conclusion unless we 
wcrc^ ( 'drorini A 1 ^t c ommuiii(‘ation with the Porte, although, if some of the conditions 
Government 1 ** ^ nCgotiatlons m S ht be conducted through the Egyptian 

I might negotiate with Moukhtar Pasha here, and in some respects this course 
would present better chances of success, as he is evidently very desirous to bring about 
the Turkish occupation of Suakin. Also, there would be rather less danger of foreign 
intrigues and of publicity than at Constantinople. Rut this is open to the objection 

Flirt her If 1 Tf?™* l )0sition * wh ich is somewhat undesirable. 

Lurthcr if ono of the conditions is to be Moukhtar’s withdrawal, it would be rather 

A,so - ho ™""’ of 

ConstnntinopkTX Gram! 
(Implied. Ctt(?r ° th ° K ' dlVC - ,I( ‘ has been told to ^ notb ing, and has so far 


No. 113. 

Major-General Dormer to Mr. Stanhope.—{Received at the Foreign Office, December 17.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 17, 1888, 2-20 p.m. 

JNEWb Irom Suakin satisfactory, though rumour, not confirmed, speaks of 
reintoi cements to enemy, who hold and strengthen their trenches. All our troops will 

troop^^xrdhmr^^’ S ° 1 <l ° DOt Cx l )t,(>f ' Greutc ll will long delay his sortie. Health of 


No. 114. 

II ar Office to borcign Office.—{Received December 17.) 

(Confidential.) ’ 

Sir ’ T am r, m - *i o , „ W'ar Office, December 17,1888. 

I AM directed ny the Secretary of State for "War to transmit to you, for the 
information ol the Secretary of State for Foreign \flairs, fhe two inclosed conies of a 
telegram with regard to affairs in Egypt. 1 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 114. 

Major-General Dormer to Mr. Stanhope. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo , December 5, 1888, 12*55 P.M. 

YOURS 1th. 

General Grenfell Avas quite prepared to carry out objects of expedition to Suakin 
without assistance of British troops. "When these were offered, he expressed himself 
quite confident, and said ho required no more than our Mounted Infantry and the 
Borderers. The last to be used as reserves. 

He firmly believed that his 2,000 black troops will carry the trenches, and that 
with the other 2,500 men he can inflict severe defeat on enemy, who, by last report, 
has only 300 in the trenches, and 1,500 at Handout). 

Deserters arc coming in to us. 

Any delay is most unadvisable, as threatened reinforcements may arrive. I 
anticipate heavy losses among our black troops if enemy stands, and some losses in 
our Mounted Infantry; but, even if repulsed, T do not think any other serious loss or 
disaster can occur, as retreat would be covered by British infantry, under cover of 
guns of ships and forts. 

General Grenfell is well aware of the importance of not risking a failure. 1 am 
telegraphing to him that, if lie is not sure of success and would like mor<* British 
troops, be had better postpone the attack; but 1 feel confident ho is quile satisfied 
with strength of present force. 


Inclosure 2 in No. lit. 

Mr. Stanhope to Major-General Dormer. 

(Telegraphic.) M «r Office , Dcambvr 7, 1^88. 

PRAY understand that English troops have been allowed to go to Suakin only 
upon the distinct understanding that operations are not to extend beyond clearing 
trenches, and that extension of operations to llandoub is absolutely excluded. 

Have no doubt you realize this, but our view should be made quite clear. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 114. 

Major-General Dormer to Mr. Stanhope. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 8, 1SSS, 7*20 pm. 

GENERAL GRENEELL telegraphs asking for squadron of 20th Hussars. I 
can send them by Egyptian steamer on 12th December, lie considers no other rein¬ 
forcements necessary. May I send squadron ? 

Inclosure 4 in No. 114. 

Mr. Stanhope to Major-General Dormer. 

(Telegraphic.) II ar Office, December 9, 1888, 11*15 p.m. 

SEND squadron of 20th Hussars. Will telegraph again to-morrow. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 114. 

Major-General Dormer to Mr. Stanhope. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 9, 1888, 12*50 p.m. 

GRENEELL fully understands, and telegraphs his opinion of confidence; but in 
face of repoated oilers of reinforcements, thinks be may not be justified in continuing 
to refuse them. Therefore, as Egyptian steamer will be ready, leaving Suez about the 
12th December, T propose to [send?] her back to Suakin with squadron 201 h Hussars 
and 300 men Welsh Regiment, which arc all she can carry. I propose bringing up 
half battalion Irish Rifles from Alexandria to Cairo. 


1 






Inclosurc 6 in No. 114. 

Major-General Dormer to Mr. Stanhope. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 10,188S, 11*10 a.m. 

GRENFELL telegraphs as follows :— 

^ hanl “ T^ry for y? ur telegram. I regret delay, but cavalry are much 

required, and, I think, worth waiting for. I should, of course, be very glad of "Welsh 
and would send them back next day. I am quite confident of success 
J „ “ SJiip with Hussars, and filled up with 300 men Welsh Regiment, would arrive 
at Sunk in about the 17th December.” 


Inclosure 7 in No. 114. 

Mr. Stanhope to Major-General Dormer. 

(Telegraphic.) \y ar Office, December 10, 1888. 

lOUR proposal to send 300 men Welsh Regiment, besides the squadron of 
cavalry, is approved. 1 


Inclosure 8 in No. 114. 

Major-General Dormer to Mr. Stanhope. 

f q i • Cano, December 17, 1SS8, 2 20 p.m. 

irom Suakm satisfactory, though rumour, not confirmed, sneaks of 
reinforcements to enemy, who hold and strengthen their trenches. All our troops will 
baie arrived to-day, so 1 do not expect Grenfell will long delay his sortie. Health of 
troops excellent. 


No. 115. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 19, M0 p.m.) 

(No. 150.) 

(lelegrapluc.) Cairo, December 19, 1SSS, 1220 p.m. 

MJAlvIN policy. 

1 1 rust it is understood that there ;s not the least opposition here to the policy 
of negotiating with the tribes and of opening trade. 1 have persistently advocated 
that policy ever since the Soudan was evacuated. Rut the experience of the past 
renders it impossible to be sanguine of the results of the commercial policy in the 
hiture. trade has been carried on with the Soudan for some long while along the 
Nile \ alley without producing any political effect whatever. Moreover, experience 
has shown that those authorities here who were doubtful of the prudence of openin'-- 
trade at Suakin_were, to a great extent, in the right, lor there can scarcely be a 
doubt that the siege of Suakm by the Dervishes has been prolonged and facilitated by 
reason ol the Food which they were able to import. I cannot shut my eyes to this 
evidence. Retore General Grenfell left Cain. 1 discussed fully with him the subject 
ol negotiations with the tribes. If, after his military operations, any favourable 
opportunity to negotiate occurs, advantage will of course be taken of it. ‘ 

the greatest care must be taken in the selection of the European Agents to 
conduct, any such negotiations. They cannot be in better hands than the present 
local authorities at Suakm. Rut I repeat that, in view of the fact that religious 
tanaticisni is the main I eat are of the Dervish movement, l am unable to feefanv 
great confidence that for the present, at all events, much can be done either by 
negotiation or by a proclamation of commercial policy. The views which have been 
ver\ generally set lortli in the English press on this subject are, in my opinion, far 
too sanguine and take too little account of the practical difficulty of givim-effect to 
the policy advocated, to the principles of which no sort of objection can he taken. 
(Confidential.) 

I send this for Parliamentary use or publication in case it may be useful. 


No. 116. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 19, 2'30 I’.M.) 

(No. 160. Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo. December 19, 1S8S, 2 p.m. 

1 HOPE that any discussion of the general Egyptian question w-H be avoided. 
It is at present impossible to arrive at any satisfactory solution of it. 

It is undesirable to allow the Suakin negotiation to drag too long. Directly 
General Grenfell has finished his attack we ought, on every ground, to be prepared 
with a policy. 

T cannot help thinking that the only way to bring the matter to a head is to 
offer Suakin to the Sultan on certain very moderate conditions, and after a while 
intimate that unless the offer were accepted at once we should consider ourselves free 
to deal with the question in any way we thought most conducive to English and 
Egyptian interests. 


No. 117. 

The Earl of Lytton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 20.) 

(No. 608. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Paris, December 16, 1888. 

NUBAl? PASHA is now staying in Paris, I believe for some weeks; and, in the 
course of a conversation .1 had with him yesterday, he entered into an explanation of his 
views about the relations between Egypt and the Soudan, and the host policy to he 
applied to them. 

Although convinced that the acquisition of an effectual control over the Soudan is 
indispensable, not only to the prosperity, hut even to the existence, ot Egypt, he considers 
that this can only he brought about by a very gradual process, requiring time, patience, 
and constant attention to the growth of certain social and industrial conditions which 
have yet to he created, but which the policy he advocates would, in Ids opinion, rapidly 
develop. 

For this reason he strongly deprecates recourse, in any circumstances, either to 
military operations beyond Suakin, or to negotiations with the plundering mid slave- 
dealing tribes. lie predicts that such negotiations, if attempted, will he delusive, ami 
that tiie only possible result of them will he waste of money and character; because it is 
not at present in the power of any Egyptian Gov eminent to oiler these tribes a means ol 
subsistence which would he attractive to them, and at the same time unobjectionable. 

Passing from this negative side of the question, he went on to say that an intimate 
knowledge of Egypt ami the Egyptians from the days of Mohamcd Ali has convinced 
him that the right solution of the problem lies in the patient prosecution ot ail 
administrative policy founded on a more intelligent appreciation of the real requirements 
and capacities of the country : which must be regarded as a very sick man now under 
the treatment of doctors who know nothing ot the patient’s constitution. Egypt, in the 
days of Herodotus, and to a comparatively late period, was a very rich country. It is 
now a very poor one. Why ? Because, owing to changes in the action ot the cataracts, 
the Nile has long ceased to fertilize territories once exceedingly productive. The Egypt 
of to-day is thus only the skeleton of the Egypt of the past; a frame of dry hones, from 
which the flesh and the muscles have shrivelled away, and through which the life blood 
no longer circulates. 

From a country in this anemic condition a certain revenue has to he extracted by 
hook or by crook, in order to keep the State going ami meet the heavy obligations it 
has contracted under the late Khediviate. But the financiers engaged in this task, 
being only financiers, and foreign financiers, too, have begun at the wrong end. 

The solution of Egypt’s financial difficulties should he sought in the restoration ot 
her natural resources; and this would carry with it the solution ot all her difficulties in 
relation to the Soudan. 

Human nature being universal, self interest acts on barbarous populations as power¬ 
fully us on civilized communities. It is only the conditions ot its action that differ ; and 
tribes that now live by precarious plunder, and the traffic in human flesh, would he found 
to have no inveterate objection to living by agriculture ami legitimate trade it they found 
by experience that they were greatly better off' for the change of occupation, and the means 
[752] E 
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of its adoption wore made easy to them. The habits of the desert tribes will endure so 
long as the desert endures, hut wherever you can convert desert land into arable land 
you will at once create a peaceable agricultural population. Preliminary experimental 
investigations, in which he (Nubar) has taken a great interest, lrive, he asserts, established 
the certainty that it is quite feasible to render Egypt independent of the defective action 
of the cataracts by means of waterworks within Egyptian territory, which would 
regularize the overflow of the Nile, and provide the country with a reservoir sufficient for 
the easy irrigation of vast tracts that are now absolutely sterile. 

Were such works in operation, the skeleton would regain the flesh and blood 
it has lost. Under conditions whicli should be made easy and attractive to them at the 
outset, agricultural populations would rapidly settle on the redeemed lands; the sources 
of the national revenue would as rapidly expand; and in ten or fifteen years, instead of 
Egypt having to go to the Soudan, the Soudan would come to Egypt, of its own accord. 

Meanwhile, the application of heroic remedies to the Soudan question should, 
in Nubar's opinion, he avoided. The Egyptian Government or its protectors, whoever 
they he, should hold Suakin, hut not be tempted to go an inch further. The Soudan 
tribes should be regarded as a permanent swarm of flies, to be beaten oil whenever they 
settle too inconveniently, with the accepted certainty that they will settle njzain and 
again from time to time, until the fundamental conditions of the whole situation have 
been modified by the gradual operation of the policy above indicated ; and, so long as 
the Soudan is not held by any European Power, Egypt has no danger to apprehend from 
interference with the course of the Nile above her own territory. 

1 understand from Nubar Pasha that the cost of the investigations he spoke of 
had been defrayed by a small Syndicate, including the Duke of Sutherland ; that the 
feasibility of the proposed works had been established upon unimpeachable expert 
evidence; but that a considerable capital would be required by any Company undertaking 
their construction. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) LYTTON. 


No. 118. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury. — {Received December 20, 9 A.M.) 

(No. 161.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 20, 1888. 

FOLLOWING from Grenfell 

“Attacked trenches at 7 this morning, black brigade storming them with great 
gallantry. Enemy fought desperately, losing very heavily. I have occupied all 
commanding positions. We captured both their guns. King’s Own Borderers and 
Welsh punished enemy severely by their excellent volley tiring. Navy greatly 
assisted by machine-gun fin* and (St*pounder. No English officer touched.” 


No. 119. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury. — (Received December 20, 9 A.M.) 

(No. 162.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 20, 1888. 

THE Khedive desires me to return his warmest thanks to Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment for the effective assistance rendered by Her Majesty’s military and naval forces 
at Suakin. 


No. 120. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 20, 9'45 A.M.) 

(No. 163. Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 20, 1888. 

MOUKHTAR PASHA is pressing the Khedive for an answer to the Grand 
Vizier’s letter about Suakin. 
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No. 121. 

General Sir F. Grenfell to Mr. Stanhope.—(Received at the Foreign Office December 20.) 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, December 20, 1888, 4 p.M. 

ADD to casualties: slightly wounded, Farrier-Serjeant Sturt; 2526, Corpor 1 
Wakefield, 20th Hussars. Last return, Egyptian: two killed, fifty wounded. Barrow 
returned, having pursued enemy to within 4 miles of Handoub, reports enemy still 
flying. Shall send all further reports through Dormer. 


No. 122. 

Foreign Office to Mr. F. II. Smith. 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 20, 18S8. 

T AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 15tn instant, relative to the state of affairs in the Eastern Soudan, and 
suggesting that recourse might be had to the assistance of the Abyssinians in effecting 
a settlement of the districts in question ; and T am to convey to you His Lordship’s 
thanks for your communication. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


No. 123. 

The International Arbitration and Peace Association to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received 

December 21.) 

My Lord, 40 and 41, Outer Temple, Strand, December 19, 1888. 

I AM directed by the Executive Committee of this Association to forward to your 
Lordship the accompanying Resolution passed at the last meeting of the Committee, 
and having reference to the Suakin expedition. 

I have &c 

(Signed) ’ J. FltEDK. GREEN, Secretary. 


Inclosure in No. 123. 

Resolution. 

Resolved ,—That this Committee desires to express its great regret that the various 
proposals that have been made for negotiations with the tribes of the Eastern Soudan 
by men intimately acquainted with that region and possessing the confidence of the 
local Sheiks, have been disregarded by our Foreign Office or its representatives at 
Cairo. 

Further, this Committee, in prospect of the great and probably useless destruction 
of human life, threatened by the oxtensive military operations now being organized at 
Suakin, desires to urge most strongly that, before any general engagement should be 
entered upon, some well-considered and unmistakably sincere eilort at negotiations 
with Osman Digna or other local leaders shall be undertaken. 

This Committee also desires once more to enter its emphatic protest against any 
renewed invasion of the Soudan. 

Resolved, also, that copies of this Resolution he forwarded to Her Majesty’s 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to the Right Honourable John Morley, 
M.P., and the Right Honourable Lord Randolph Churchill, M.P. 
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No. 124. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 21, 9 P.M.) 

(No. 165.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 21, 1888, 7 p.m. 

I TELEGRAPHED to Grenfell as follows:— 

“ Can you tell me whether there are now any prospects of negotiating successfully 
vPh + he tribes on the basis of opening trade ? ” 

He replies: — 

“ After consultation with those in whose opinion I have confidence, I am assured 
that there is no basis on which negotiations are possible with Dervishes. Emir who 
treated with the Turks would he immediately removed and replaced by greater fanatic. 

“ As regards the tribes round Suakin, they are sick of Osman, and would gladly 
welcome reopening of trade, which is impos-ible when it means feeding hostile force. 
Any attempt to negotiate with Dervishes now would be misunderstood by wavering 
tribes, and he, in my opinion, most mischievous.” 

Thcr e is no objection to this telegram being included in papers about to be laid 
before Parliament. 


No. 125. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(lit reived December 22, P30 p.m.) 

(No. 166.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 22, 1888, 200 r.M. 

COMMANDER MAY telegraphs to me that lie fears no definite settlement is 
possible till Ilandoub falls. 

This no doubt represents a good deal of local opinion. It is what l anticipated. 

General Grenfell has communicated nothing on the subject, and in view of his precise 
instructions it is not probable that he will do so. T see no reason whatever to modify 
opinions I have already expressed on this point. Khedive and Eiaz Pasha, with whom 
I have again fully discussed matter, are most strongly opposed to any further advance. 

They urge in the first place that the present force is insufficient for a further advance, 
and that it is clear from General Grenfell’s reports that Ilandoub position is strong. J 

In the second place, that it is quite useless to send further reinforcements unless 
Ilandoub is to be permanently occupied and made base of further offensive operations. 

I fully agree in this view. On the other hand, T recognize most fully necessity, if 
possible, of finding some better solution than returning simply to the policy which 
preceded the recent action. There is nothing to prevent Dervishes again collecting 
before Suakin. They would not be abb' to shell the town ; still it is not at all improbable 
that a few months hence we shall be obliged to undertake fresh operations with a view to 
dislodging them. This would he most unsatisfactory. Turkish solution is by far the 
best. I would urge that negotiations be pushed vigorously, and I cannot help thinking 
that method indicated in my telegram 160 would be best mode of procedure. If the 
negotiation tails we shall be probably driven to take Suakin affairs,more directly into our 
own hands. You will sec from my telegram 165 of yesterday that General Grenfell 
speaks of impossibility of negotiations between Dervishes and “Turks,” meaning the 
Egyptians. It is just possible that negotiations conducted in name of Her Majesty’s 
Government might succeed better. This idea or something analogous to it has been 
frequently put forward by Wylde and others, and \ do not mean to say that there may 
not be something in it. 1 could consult General Grenfell on it, but I do not like to do 
so without your permission, as it will convey impressions that Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment is inclined to direct interference. Moreover, if we once begin to discuss matters 
on these lines, discussion may lead us further than was at first expected or intended. 


No. 126. 

Foreign Offer to Lord Hay of l\ infauns. 

My Lord, Foreign Offce, December 22, 1888. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s letter of the 23rd, and to my reply of the 
28th ultimo, 1 am now directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to state that the proposals 


/ / 

submitted by you on behalf of the Soudan Syndicate have been communicated by Her 
Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at Cairo to the Egyptian Government. 

That Government, however, and Sir E. Baring concur in thinking that the scheme 
suggested by the Syndicate is, under present circumstances, impracticable. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE 


No. 127. 

The Marquis of Salisburi/ to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 88.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Offer, December 23, 1^88, 11 ‘-15 A.M. 

WE have reflected carefully over the project of handing over Suakin to Turkey. 
At present we see no means of securing the conditions which to us seem indispensable 
on Slave Trade, abstinence from encroachment on Egypt, guarantee against occupation 
by a foreign Power, and trade facilities. We could only secure these by another 
edition of Sir II. Wolff's Convention; and we have no doubt that France and Russia 
would procure the non-ratification of any such agreement. Mr. Goschen is writing to 
Sir E. Vincent as to the financial question. 


No. 128. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 24.) 

(No. 381.) 

My Lord, Cairo , December 13, 1888. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copy of a despatch from Commander 
May, R.N., Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Suakin, respecting the general state of 
alfairs at that place. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 128. 

Commander May to Sir E. Baring. 

Sir, Suakin, December 7, 1888. 

1 MUCn regret that through inadvertence T omitted to telegraph my arrival 
from sick quarters to resume my duties. 

Since the date of Commander Paget’s letter the situation has remained unchanged, 
though there has been less tiring than before, perhaps because both sides an* reserving 
themselves for the attack on the trenches. The Dervishes have strengthened several 
points in their lines, and have one gun mounted protected by a heavy traverse from 
the lire of the forts. On the hank between the "Water Ports there will soon be mounted 
one 64-pr., one 40-pr., and one 24-pr., seven mortars, about ten lichl-guns, and six 
machine-guns. With this reinforcement the lire from the front line on the trenches 
should he very heavy. 

The garrison have only lost one man killed and one wounded since the 29th, hut I 
regret to state that Mr. Wake,correspondent of the “Graphic,” was mortally wounded 
yesterday near the Water Ports. 

The Sirdar arrived to-day. ne will be able to take the field with about 
700 English troops, 2,000 blacks, and 1,000 Egyptians. This force ought to he able to 
clear the trenches, but if the enemy retire* into the bush there may he some difficulty in 
pushing on to Ilandoub. Unless LLandoub is taken, and a sufficient force kept either 
to occupy it or to keep the country clear, it seems doubtful if the tribes will come in. 
They seem determined now to hold the trenches, and, if they get a good boating there, 
it may perhaps produce considerable effect, but if we then reduce the garrison, l should 
not be surprised to see them back again before the hot weather sets in. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. J. MAY, Commander, R.N., 

Acting Consul. 


[7M] X 
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Iso. 129. 

Sir E. Bariny to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 21.) 

(No. 383. Secret.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December ] I, 1.888. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 154, Secret, of yesterday, I have the honour 
to inclose herewith a French translation of the full text of Vizirial letter received hy 
the Khedive, in which the Sublime Porte announces its decision to take over the 
administration of Suakin, and asks the Khedive to indicate the means by which this 
resolution should be carried into elfoet, and the extent of tin*'force necessary for that 
object. 

Your Lordship will observe that allusion is made in this letter to an alleged 
conversation between the Khedive and myself on the subject, of Suakin, in which I am 
said to have suggested the abandonment of Suakin, on grounds of economy, either 
to the Porto or to Osman Digna. 

According to the Grand Vizier’s letter, this conversation was so reported to 1 Ik* 
Porte by Mouklitar Pasha, but it is perhaps hardly necessary for me to assure your 
Lordship that no such conversation ever took place. 

This letter goes on to remind the Khedive that by Article X of the Suez Canal 
Convention the defence of Egypt, within the limits indicated by the Lrnperial Firmans 
is intrusted to the Government of the Khedive, to which, in case of necessity, the Port * 
has engaged to render assistance. 

It, is then hinted that on the withdrawal of the British Army of Occupation from 
Egypt, and after the restoration of public tranquillity at Suakin, there might be a 
possibility of restoring the place to the Egyptian Government. 

Some anxiety is also shown lest the English should form a trading Company, 
which would follow the same tactics in the Eastern Soudan as were formerly adopted by 
the East India Company. 

Several days had elapsed after the receipt of this letter by the Khedive before T 
was made aware of its existence, but it was eventually communicated to me by 11 is 
Highness. 

I understand that a somewhat violent altercation took place between the Khedive 
and Mouklitar Fnsha, in which llis Highness complained very bitterly of the 
inaccuracy of Mouklitar Pasha’s report. 

T have, Ac. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 120. 

I izirial Let hr. 

Constantinople, 2d Rubi-awul, 130(J 

(Traduction.) (Ic 27 November, 1888). 

IL resulte d’une communication recue dernierement do .son Excellence Ghazi 
Mouklitar Pacha quo dans line recente cut revue nvoe votre AHcs.se 1c Consul-General 
de Sa Majeste Itritanuique on Egypte lui auraif suggerc quo le paiement. d’une sonime 
de 100,000/. environ par an pour la defense tie Suakin est une lourde charge pour le 
Budget Egypt ion, surtout an moment oil I’on eherche par tons les moyens a realiser 
dos Economics ; d’nutant plus qu’il ne soluble pas qu’il v ait pour l’avenir un interet 
quelconquc a conserver Suakin. Four ces raisons il serait preferable d’abandonner 
Suakin, suit ii la Sublime Forte, suit a Usman Digna. Si toutolbis cette maniere de 
voir presente certaines dilUcultes, on procederait ii Regard de Suakin eomme il a etc 
fait, pour Massowah. Commo il est de toutc necessite d’opter mitre ces propositions ct 
quo, d’un autre cote, le Gouvornement Ottoman ue vent pas prendre sur lui l’oceupa- 
tion de Suakin, le Consul-General de Sa Majeste Britaunique aurait demande a votre 
Altesse son avis sur Facceptation dc Func dos deux autres propositions. \ r oln> Altesse 
aurait, repondu quo le Gouvernenient Egyptieu m* pent accepter aueune de <vs deux 
propositions ct qu’il est infailliblemmu tenu de dele mire et dc garder Suakin. 
D’ailleurs, 1’Angleterre ne eonsentira jamais a 1’abandon de Suakin a une autre. 
Fuissance, et si olio y est ahsolument obligee, il u’est pas improbable qu’elle no forme 
une Compagnie sous le nom dc “Association Commereiale Alricaine,” composite de ces 
memos Anglais qui out provoque taut do discussions et de coinmentaire-. a Londres et 



adoptcront pour Suakin, et partant pour le Soudan, la memo ligne dc conduite qu’ils 

ont adoptee autrefois pour les Indes. ,q a., 

Cette reponse de votre Altesse est une nouvclle preuve de son attac lu nu et do 

son devouement a Sa Majeste le Sultan, qui l’a liautcmcut appreciee. ^ 

Quant a la question de l’administration ct dc la defense de Suakin, yotri Alto, 
n’ignore pas quo Suakin etant uni* depemlauce dc l’Egypte, son transfert a une autre 
AStSHStt pour cfTot, :'i cause ,lu » situation, le transfert d« So«.hn m 
momonl doniib sous cette mfiuf administration, cc epu pourrait mettn O.^ypt, 

“‘‘"■‘^X'doTAvticlc X ,lo la Couvonlum d„ Canal do to sismV dorniPromonl, 
oar les Grmdos Pui«sanoos ct dont oopio ct trausmiso oi-jomto a votre Altesse, ,|uc la 
S«e!k dultkoiro dc 1'ligyptp daus'lcs Ihnilcs indi.puVs par les ta. 1™J«» « 
est con flee au Gouvernement Egypticn et que la Sublime lotti s st n * 

fmirnir une assistance cllVctive on cas do besoin. . .. . .... • 

Si la Sublime Porte prenail direelement on main l’administration civile M m\h aue 
Su . lkiu en v euvoyant le nombre de soldats necessaires pour sa deknst il so 
pourrait qu une fois que les troupes Auglaises auront quilte RKgyptc et quo 1 ordre 
Lblic et la tvanquiUitc seront retahlis dans Suakin, quo cette villi* soil rep acei do 
nouveau sous l’adniiuistration Egypiieune dans les limitcs indiquees par les 1 miuin 

Impeviaux. . , dout (le pro ndre immediatement on main Fmlniinis- 

tration de S ii mi viu de purer aux complications et au.x dangers qm pourra.ent 
ImS a FaW Dans ce bit et par ordre de Sa Majeste Imperiale le Sultan nous 
prions votre Altesse de vouloir bien nous indiquer les moyens pratiques pom nu ttie ,i 
Stiim oc pn.jot, aiusi que le nombre de soldats Imperiaux qu’il landrail y 

expedier. 


No. 130. 


Mr. ./. G. Kennedy to the Marquis of Salisbury .—{Received December 24.) 

(No. 3o1.) Rome, December 20, 1888. 

* y iTlAVE tlie honour to inclose translation by Mr. Corbett of an ‘‘'T 

Signor Crispi’s organ the “ Uiforma,” expressing high appreciation o! the u ply "i.u e 
by SR .lames Eergusson in answer to awash expressed in the House ot Commons hy 
Lord Randolph Churchill and Mr. Morley for the abandonment ol Suakin. 


[ have, &e. 

(Signed) J. G. KENNLDY. 


Inelosui’C in No. 130. 

Extract from the “ Riforma ” of December 19, 1888. 

^ Abandonvknt Impossible.- —Admitting that, the letter of Osman Digna .quaks 
the tnit'li, and that Emin and Stanley are really captured, would the abandonment ol 
Suakin he possible ? Although the Conservative and Radical member par 
of the English Parliament have joined m demanding it. no reasonable l • 

answer this question in the allirmative. „ , , , ,.p 

It is not <mlv 1 Iml retreat would he unworthy of, and fatal to, the pio^'n 
England, but the interest of all nations demands that the East Coast ol . )Ki * 
luAi the Possession of a civilized Power. The abandonment oi Suakin would nmnn 
that this most important point would fall into the hands ol the Ma u i, anc “ ,,a) ” 
disastrous eoiisequenees would ensue, not only lor the salety ol Egyp 11 . ( • 11 , 

Soil Of the Slave Trade, but also for the navigation of the world, which won d be 
compromised as soon as this point was in the hands oi savage tribes, without laws or 
faith, and strangers to everything which venders possible the develop men o m< us y 

“ d fcSil not, il is true, l,c able to bold the sea at any distance from the coast; 
hut, apart from the fact that it is not certain that they would not try to do so, the 




so 


UluToiy ' 1 thnt ™ ast 1,! * d 1>ocom< ’ ' 10stil1, «>nto two navigation completely 

!L! l ,'r f:l11 F ! CI 'J rto ,". l;l kis l ' m > fatal to tin; civilization of Central Africa 
thc abandonment o! Suakm vmtld be much g.-. V iw 

consequences. The presence at Suakin of a civilized Power represents at the present 
day a universal interest. It was not, perhaps, indispensable, hJlion X<n-c‘d Ishm ‘1 
movement, to Minch all Africa, from east to west, is now a prev; hut it certainly is so 

the ~ l ^'i>^i- - 

S I^n^Zst.t work *0!' !S?b 

reach oii'alHbe in! Ultcmst * s thereby avoids a moral check, which would 
all . t ^"^wlman countries under her dominion, and she also Guarantees the 
ina 1011a highway which js the uuiispi usable condition of her prosperity. 

M Sual ' m similar outposts are the shield of the commerce of 

Vorl, w would Urn cl,*,,! („ it i,s l„,J,,t and most profitable field on llm day 

11 ' hah ‘ wcw ) iclorious on the Pod Sea, whether they were the Mussulman 
Dervishes or the so-called Christian Abyssinians. ‘ ‘ nissulman 

cJreumstanc!^ ^<*1 \^]izaVioi 1 °"*n 1 d " 1 1 o J Yl 10 'it 1 tT'Tvs^ * 1 ' J - ( j l ° ''™ n \ 

economy, iiliicl, would see its conquests drain,at,.cl were tlicv to m r,!ii. Tbe adymtal^ 
to 1 m gained h\ resistance to them is imiverul, and the Powers who have taken the 

forme!\renot 1h!wi[h <>rit l ^ "i" 1 <,f “ ll VAU ^ )0:m s ^«; lm< the interests of the 
nr ! , n 1 • 1 ’ ' " 1,ni am,ulli ls taken Of the injury which the absence 

trade! W1UCrA ' 0U(1 ‘‘ aUS ° 10 lll0ir I,!lc ' fi< ‘ aetmty anil to the development of this 

Sir James Forgusxou’s reply is therefore perfectly comprehensible and it umihl 
a like Sura, dUt} ’ •» with similar refusals, demands „f 


No. 

Sir E ■ Barin y 10 tl,e Marquis of Salisbury .-(Revived December 24, 1235 p.m.) 

(No. 108. Secret.) 

Jele lapliie ) Cairo, December 24, 18SK, il‘25 a.w 

1 OUR Lordship's telegram No. 88 of yesterday. 

The manner of eommunienting the decision to tile Khedive, as well as the advice to 

s„v g „mr "VET?* t0 h " “"■-‘"or to tlur I>orto, require, eareful cons dS i n sha 
say nothing till 1 hear again from you. snan 

1VB nf T he '^vptian tiovcrnn.eiit, although they originally spoke of conditions certainly 

j- 5=?^^^ fn'rsu? rtr 

adoption ol this line, he will almost certainly answer in‘the sense accenting tlie Turkish 
proposal Put r would loll him confident iaHi? that >ou think Urn pXX 1 e 
mipossihle n real,at,on, and that you cannot take 'the initiative in hringin'- i 1, ,n 

1 would state support of this view that you have good reason Ibr l.elievi," that 

1 T U " "I 1 ," 1 ' 1 ": al W' 1 1 Suakm question indrpendenllv of the .•eneral E-viili-in 
question, and Unit this would involve anollicr edition of the Wollf Convention. 

"Oiiltl especially dwell on the impossibility of obtaining two conditions v\y 
Power/ “ K '“" St ' " ,kish »'«> Kunrantee agains, 

Hgyptian'in'tl'iesC '"‘ k ' “ ,,0Ut Sl,m ' TrmU '> " l,ich is moro Kaglish than an 

a, lA.rr! d , tt ; rlail ' 1 .'- say notliiiiK whatever about trade facilities. This is scarcely 
umiet il ""etest at nil, and it is important that the Khedive should not remain 
unde, the impression Hull we wish to raise ... obstacles to freeing Ifep' 
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from the incubus of Suakin. If, however, you wish me to say anything on this point, 
please explain more fully what facilities are required beyond those to which allusion is 
made in my telegram No. 157. 

My plan, of course, involves the possibility of negotiation being continued between 
Egypt and tho Porte, and although I do not believe it at all likely that it will come to 
anything you may think it undesirable, as at a later period it may oblige the English 
Government to intervene in a manner which will practically cheek it. 

But you will understand my difficulty, which is, that I want to prevent Egyptian 
Government from establishing a permanent grievance against us. 

Please send me early answer as to whether you approve of those suggestions. 
Khedive and Riaz Pasha are constantly pressing me to know what they are to reply to 
the Porte. 

Do you propose to communicate to me any more instructions about Suakin policy 
generally ? 

Failing the Turkish solution, 1 am unable for the time being to suggest any course 
which is not either impracticable or open to great objections. T presume that we must 
go on as heretofore. 'Phis is very unsatisfactory, but 1 see no present remedy. 

No. 132. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. SO.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, Decembei 24, 18S8, 1'30 P.M. 

YOUR telegram No. 100. 

We fully retain our objection to any advance. 

As to Suakin, the Turkish solution must he put aside for the moment at least. 

I will write our objections more fully. 

1 have no objection in principle to Grenfell opening negotiations w ith Dervishes. 
But what have you to offer, and what do you want to got ? 


No. 133. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 250. Ext. 80.) 

Foreign Office, December 24, 1888. 

I HAVE received and had under eareful consideration your telegram No. 100 
of the 22nd instant, relative to the present situation at Suakin, and the possibility of 
opening negotiations with the Dervishes in the name ot Her Majesty’s Government. 

I have to state that Her Majesty’s Government fully retain their objections to any 
advance cither to llandoub or elsewhere. 

As regards the suggestion that Suakin should be handed over to the Porte, they 
are of opinion that such a solution must he put aside, at all events for the moment. 

Her Majesty’s Government, have no objection in principle to negotiations being 
opened by General Grenfell with the Dervishes, but they would be glad to hear your 
views as to what offers should be made to them, and what arrangements they should be 
asked to agree to. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 134. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 90. Secret.) ' 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, December 25, 1888, 3 p.m. 

YOUB telegram No. 108, Secret. 

As long as Egypt occupies Suakin, England commands there and can be answer¬ 
able for its defence. But if Turkish troops were there, no Egyptian or English 
Commander could he there unless the Turks were placed under him, to which the 
Sultan would not consent. 

Turkey is in a state of weakness bordering ou paralysis, partly trom financial 
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exhaustion, partly from the Sultan’s peculiar defects. If Suakin were evacuated in 
favour of Turkey, it would he a possible, I believe a probable, result that the Dervishes 
Avould be masters of it in six months. We should then have to send a considerable 
naval and military expedition to retake it. which would be verv costly, rather daiwerou-’ 
and quite ridiculous. ' ° 

. f would reply that the reported conversation with you is untrue; that the Grand 
\ izier s interpretation ol the Suez Canal Convention is untenable; that the danger 
from the Dervishes is no longer urgent; that the suspicion that we mean to assign 
iim territory to a Company is baseless; and that, under present circumstances, Her 
.Majesty’s Government do not feel justified in renouncing the responsibility which 
tiny share with the Egyptian Govenmumt for the safety of Suakin. 


No. 135. 

77<r Marini is of ‘Salisbury la Sir E. liar inti. 

(No. 251. Ext. !)<).) 

,Sir ’ . , Foreign Office, December 25, 1SS8. 

11 hit Majesty s Government have carefully considered your telegram No. lfis. 
Secret, of (he 24th instant, containing suggestions as to the course’ which should 
be followed in view of the decision not to evacuate Suakin. and requesting instructions 
as to the language you should hold to the Khedive in regard to the proposal made in a 
letter addressed l>y the Grand Vizier to the Khedive that the plaee should he handed 
over to the Porte. 

( I have to observe tluit, as long as the Egyptian Government retain 

Suakin, the British authorities practically command there, and can he answerable for the 
defence of the place. 

If the place were evacuated by Egypt in favour of Turkey, it would he impossible 
lor (he British Commanders to remain unless the Turkish forces were placed under 
them, an arrangement to which the Sultan would never consent. 

1 urkey itselt is in such a state of weakness from a variety of causes dial no 
leliauec can he placed on her ability to hold Suakin if it were handed over to her. 
t is possible, and even probable, that the Devishes would gain possession of the place 
within mx months of its evacuation by the British and Egyptian troops. Her Majesty’s 
A o\eminent would then be compelled to send a considerable naval and military' 
expedition to retake it, an operation which would lie attended h> considerable cost anil 
some hazard. 

. *!er Majesty’s Government consider that the Khedive, in his reply to the Grand 
\ iziers letter, should state that the alleged conversation between Mis Highness ami 
yourself on the subject of the abandonment of Suakin is untrue, and should reply 
as follows on the other points: that the Grand Vi/.ier’s interpretation of Article X of the 
Suez Canal Convention is untenable; that there is no ground Ibr tlie .suspicion that 
Suakin and the adjacent territory is likely to he handed over to an English Commercial 
Company; that the danger from the Dervish force is no longer of an immediate 
and urgent nature; that Her Majesty’s Government, in conjunction with the Egyptian 
Government, have incurred a responsibility in respect to the defence of Suakiiiwliirii 
they do not leel justified under present circumstances in renouncing. 

I have to request that you will frame your language m accordance with this 
instruction. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 130. 

■''n E. Inn intj to lhr Mm qius of Salisbury .— (lieceiced December 25, I j\m.) 

(No. Kit).) 

fToiegraphie.) Cairo, December 25, 1 SS\ 3 i>.m. 

I Ij last news Irom Suakin is to the eileet that the tribes who were formerly 
wavering are -showing a marked tendency to separate themselves from Osman Di-ua. 
t wo tribe-, who hold the Berber route have begun to cut oil* the supplies of munitions 
"I war sent to the Demshes. The tribes about Tokar lane refused to send reinforce¬ 
ments to Osman Digun. 
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No. 137.; 

Sir E. Bariny to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph. December 25.) 

(No. 305. Ext. ICO.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 25, 18SS. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a translation of a telegram sent yesterday 
by the Sirdar to the President of the Council of Ministers, stating that the eiiect of the 
recent victory at Suakin has been that the tribes who were formerly wavering are 
showing a marked tendency to separate themselves from Osman Digna. Two tribes who 
hold the Berber route have already begun to cut oil* the supplies of munitions of war sent 
to the Dervishes, while those about Tokar have refused to send reinforcements to Osman 
Digna. 

I had the honour to telegraph the substance of the above to your Lordship 1 lii< 
afternoon. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 

P.S.— I also hog to inclose herewith a copy of the telegraphic reply sent by Riaz, 
Pasha to General Grenfell. 


fnelosure 1 in No. 137. 

General Grenfell to lliaz Pasha. 

(Traduction.) 

(Telegraphique.) Somihiu, le 24 De'rembre , INKS, a i2'30 I’.M. 

LE resultal dc la vietoire remporteo dans la balaille do Gemaiza est. quo 1 miles les 
tfilms qui habitaient tout pres do Handouh quitlercnt les environs apres quo nous nous 
sommes ompares des fortifications dc l’ennemi; les Hadcmlowas soul toujours sur les 
montagnos: les Gemilabs qui sc trouvcul <nr le Mont Ouriha oommonccnt «\ couper les 
.•envois de munitions do guerre <|ui vieunent pour les Dorviehc-, ; les Hamdahs sent ilaus 
la route de Berber el se sent mis on communication avee les Gemilabs pour ehasser les 
Dorvichcs; les habitants de Tokar s’occupcnt de lour culture et out refuse il’envoyer des 
renforts a Osman Digna ; h's Omrahs sent trnnquilles et rien n’est a craiudre de leur 
part. 

On dit (pie les Derviehes out subi des pertes eiiormes dans la dernicre imtaille. 
Emir Uarar Mousa Digna fut fait prisonnicr et les Emirs Kabsa et Kuku et deux autres 
furcnl tues. 

.I’ai envoye une Circulaire a toils les Clieikhs les informant de la deroute complete 
des Derviehes dans la hataille de Gemaiza. .To vous prie de m’informer quelles nouvelles 
mesures dois-je prendre et si le Gouvernemcnt desire laire quelque chose outre ee qui a 
etc deja fait. 

Inclosure 2 in No. 137. 

lliaz Pasha to (lateral Grenfell. 

(Telegraphique.) Cube, le 25 December, 1888. 

YOTRE depeche estlue an Conseil. Eile a fait I’etlet le plus satislaisant, eomme elle 
le merite. Conforrnement au\ instructions qui vous out etc denudes au moment de voire 
depart, le Conseil ne vous demamle dc prendre d’autre mesure quo do completer les fortifi¬ 
cations et fortifier les positions pour mettro la \ille de Souakiu et ses environs on parlaite 
surety. 
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No. 138. 

Sir E. Baring In the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received Deermbm j(i, 1*10 P.M.) 

(No. 170. Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 2G, 1888. 

YOUR telegram No. 00. 

1 have spoken lo Khedive ami Ilia/ Pasha, and shall he able t.o get an answer 
sent to Porte, which will, 1 think, lead to the negotiation being dropped in so far 
as Egypt is concerned. 1 shall see draft answer before it is sent. 


No. 130. 

Sir II . While to Ihr Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 07.) 

(No. 500. Secret.) 

My Lord, Const mil inople, December 21, ISSN 

WIT 1 i my despatch No. 405 of the loth instant, marked Secret, 1 had the iionoui 
to address to your Lordship a report stating the perplexity of the Sultan with regard to 
Suakin and other questions connected with Egypt, the substance of which I had previously 
sent by telegraph. 

There are still two points with regard to Suakin in particular that have been pressed 
on 11 is Imperial Majesty’s attention by Mukhtar Pasha from Cairo, and by some of UN 
Imperial Majesty’s advisers here, viz.:— 

I. The possibility of our feeling compelled to call in the aid of the Italians to occupy 
•Suakin; and 

*2. The advantage which the Sultan would derive by sending bis own troops to 
garrison that port, staling that if the latter course was adopted, the hoisting of the 
Caliph's flag would ultimately lead to the pacification of the Mussulman in thc'Soudan, 
and thus constitute an irresistible argument for pressing for an evacuation of Egypt 
proper. 

Fortunately, the brilliant success achieved by General Grenfell with his English 
and black troops will render these and similar arguments quite inoperative on the Sultan’s 
mind. 

L have, &c. 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE. 


No. HO. 

Sir E. Baring lo the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December ill, 8 a.m.) 

(No. 171.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 27, 1888. 

GENlillAL GRENFELL telegraphs that deserters report that Osman is now 
deserted by all local Arabs, but has sent to get them hack. 


No. 141. 

Sir E. Haring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph , December 27.) 

(No. 397. Ext. 171.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 27, 1888. 

I HAD the honour to inform your Lordship by telegraph this morning that a 
telegram had been received from General Grenfell, stating that deserters had reported 
to him that Osman Digna was now abandoned by all the local Arabs. 

1 beg to inclose herewith the full text of General Grenfell’s telegram. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


8o 


Inclosure in No. 141. 

General Grenfell to Major-General Dormer. 

(Telegraphic.) 

WOUNDED all doing well, but many thigh wounds and amputations. All quiet. 
The Emir Moussa Digna recovering. Deserters report Osman Digna is now deserted by 
all local Arabs, but has sent to get them hack. Very few seen since defeat. Only small 
parties searching for dead, Digna has sent to Arkowit to have hidintr-place prepared in 
case he has to leave Handoub. Sites for three new forts and one blockhouse selected. 


No. 1 42. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Rercired December 'll, 10-30 A.M.) 

(No. 172. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 27, 1S88. 

OSMAN’S nephew, who is now a prisoner, is recovering from his wound. 
Grenfell proposes to try and ('fleet an exchange, lie thinks it quite useless to try tor 
Emin, and I fear he is right. But I suggested to him that it might at least be tried 
in the first instance. Failing him, Grenfell will try to get Ibrahim Fauzi, who 
accompanied Gordon to Khartoum. 


No. 143. 

Consul Wood to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received December 20.) 

(No. 2.) „ io , 

Mv Lord. Jeddah, A aremher 2i, 1888. 

‘ WITH reference to Sir .1. Bauneefote’s despatch No. 1, dated the KHh October, 
1888, regarding the alleged distribution by Osman Digna of letters among the Thiels ol 
the various tribes in the llcdjaz, I have the honour to inform your Lordship that sometime 
in the month of February 1888 Colonel Kitchener, who was on his way to Sunk in in one 
of the Egyptian mail-boats, landed at this place, and as the \ ali ol the lledjaz was then at 
Jeddah. Colonel Kitchener visited him in company with Mr. Jago, my predecessor, and 
the Consular Dragoman. In the course of conversation he communicated to the \ ali 
ncarlv the same news which Mr. Portal gives in his letter, and stated that several letters 
Iron)Osman Digna to some of the Arab Chiefs of this place had been intercepted by the 
Egyptian authorities. 

This information made the \ ali look very serious at tin* time, and lie subsequently 
took steps to find out whether letters trom Osman Digna had been received by any of 
the Arab Chiefs in this country, but he could obtain no confirmation of the news. 

The matter has been openly talked of for the past six or seven months in the Bazar 
here, but everybody considers it to be nothing more than a rumour. 

1 have also made inquiries regarding it, through a reliable person, trom some ot the 
Arab Chiefs who frequent Jeddah, but they appeared to know nothing about it. 

It is possible that Osman Digna may have sent letters to some particular Chief or 
Chiefs here with whom he was formerly acquainted, and not to the Chiefs of all the tribes 

in the Hodja/.. , . . , .. ... . , 

There are several Arabs here who were very intimate with Osman Digna when lie 
used to visit Jeddah for the purpose of trade, and it is very likely that they still cany on 
correspondence with him. The introduction ot Circulars, it any, is thereloie not only 
possible through their agency, hut also through Soudanese merchants, who very often 

manage to come across. • , , , • . 

If the Circulars alluded to by Mr. Portal have been actually introduced into the 
Iledjaz, they do not appear to have had any effect on the Bedouins, because when the 
200 Bishareens, about whom I reported in my despatch No. 1, crossed over to Ralug and 
were laid hold of by the Turkish authorities, the local Arabs did not evince the slightest 
sympathy; on the contrary, they were handed over to the authorities by the Bedouin 
Chief of llabig himself. 

I have, Ac. 

CECIL G. WOOD. 
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No. 144. 

8Vr F. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury. — (Receivdd December 29, 9 A.M.) 

(No. 174,.) 

( r olo^niphic.) Cairo, December 29, 1888, S*55 A.M. 

W biy hLL telegraphs deserters report all local tribes now left llandoub, 
and that others summoned by Osman lied to mountains. 


No. 145. 

8/r F. Baring to the Maiquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph , December 29.) 
(No. 399. Ext. 174.) 

My Lord, . < Cairo, December 29,1888. 

1 UAVb the honour to transmit herewith copy of a telegram which lias been 
received from General Grenfell with regard to the situation at Suakin. 

General Grenfell, as 1 had the honour to telegraph to your Lordship this morning, 
reports that all local tribes have now left llandoub and that others summoned bv Osman 
Dignn fled to the mountains. 

I have, ike. 

(Signed) K. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 145. 

General Grenfell to Major-General Dormer. 

(Telegraphic.) December!*, 1888. 

IN order to cover departure Borderers and commencement New Forts, 1 loft at 7-,‘10 
this morning with all mounted troops. Welsh. 10th battalion, worked up llandoub Khor 
to north of Sliaata Khor; when about 1 miles out swung south and march to late Dervish 
camp, lints having previously been burnt bv Barrow, Hik'd up two wells on which their 
cavalry and reserves depended for water. Only twelve oamelmen were seen who tied to 
andoub. Country now quite deserted. Deserte.s report all local tribes now left 
I luuuoub, and that others summoned by Osman flovl to mountains. 


No. 146. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Deceived December 29, 10-45 a.m.) 

(No. 175.) 

(lid('graphic.) Cairo, December 29. 1SS\ 10-20 \,m. 

1 Oint despatch No. 222. 

All the Great, Powers arid some of the minor Powers have accepted, but the Greek 
Government absolutely refuses its assent. I understand this is due not so much to any 
arguments against the proposal, considered mi its own merits, as to general dissatis¬ 
faction with present hgyptian Ministry. It is a greal mistake to suppose that 
hgyptiau Government will suffer They will positively refuse to make up file money 
and they will lie quite justified in doing so. But the inhabitants of Alexandria, of 
whom large numbers are Greek, will be much inconvenienced. 

Could a pressing representation he made at Athens on the subjectMatter 
is ot some importance, as, if approaches to the quays fall into disrepair, foreign 
trade which is to a largo extent British, will he inconvenienced. Assent of t?ie 
Greek Government should, if possible, be given by 1st January. 
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No. H7. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph, December 29.) 

(No. 400. Ext. 175.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 29, 1888. 

WITH reference to your Lordship's despatch No. 222 of the 27th November, 
conveving the assent of Her Majesty’s Government to the is«.ue of a Decree in virtue of 
which certain taxes at Alexandria, hitherto paid voluntarily, should be made compulsory, L 
have the honour to report that all the Great Powers, and some of the Minor Powers, have 
similarly given their assent. But the Greek Government absolutely refuses to do so. 1 
understand that this is due not so much to any arguments against the proposal consult ied 
on its own merits, as to general dissatisfaction with the present Egyptian Ministry. '1 ln- 
Egyptian Government, however, will not suffer from their refusal. They will positively 
decline to make up the money required, and I submit that they will be perfectly justified 
in doing so; but the inhabitants of Alexandria, of whom the Greek colony forms a large 
proportion, will be much inconvenienced. I have, therefore, ventured to telegraph this 
morning to your Lordship to ask whether a pressing representation could he made at 
Athens on the subject. The matter is of some importance, as if the approaches to the 
quays fall into disrepair, the foreign trade, which is to a large extent British, will suffer 
much inconvenience. 

I added that, if possible, it would he ver\ desirable that the assent ot the Greek 
Government should he given before the end of the year. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 

No. 148. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Monsnn. 

(No. 16.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, Ihomlnr 29, 18S8, 6"25 l\M. 

BARING’S telegram Xu. 175 repeated to you, and his despatches No. 161 of 
17tll April and No. 355 of 15th November. See Confidential Print, Egypt. 

Press the Greek Government as earnestly ns you can. 

No. 119. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 30, 4-30 
(No. 176.) 

(Telegraphic.) Caiio, December 30, 1888, 3‘20 p.m. 

GRENFELL telegraphs :— 

“Deserters state that Osman’s appeals for reinforcements have been disregarded. 
Tribes are sending in loyal messages.” 

lam in communication with him as to the possibility ot coining to terms with 
the tribes round Suakin. 

No. 150. 

Sir E. Mon son to the Marquis of Salisbury.— (Received December 30, 5-45 P.M.) 

(No. K».) 

(Telegraphic.) Athens, December 30, 1888, 3"55 P..M. 

YOUR telegrams Nos. 15 anil 16. 

I have seen*Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, and placed note in 
the hands of the latter. 

They state frankly that their opposition is dictated by resentment against the way 
in which Greek interests are ignored by Egyptian Government, and unsupported by 
that of Her Majesty. 

They decline to make me any promise, hut say that if they yield it can he only on 
condition of reciprocal concessions. 
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Llicy will instruct their Consul-General to sec if reciprocity can he arranged. 
I have urged them to use utmost, expedition. 

Have repeated this to Sir II. Baring. 


No. 151. 

N/r E. During to llm Marguis of Salisbury. —( Receive / Drren.ber 31.) 

(No. 388.) 

M y Lord, _ .... Cairo, December 20, 1888. 

' IIAVIj Uh honour to inclose a copy of a Khcdivial Decree which has appeared in 
tin Official Journal, under which a Council is named to exercise a irencral supervision 
over the work of public instruction. 

The President of this Commission will be the Minister of Public Instruction. Your 
Lordship will observe that Sir Edgar \ incent and Sir Colin Scott-Moncricir arc amongst 
the members. ° 

(Confidential.) 

()n the Dli ultimo I addicased a despatch (No. 312) on the general <pieMi.ui of 
education in Egypt. I dwelt specially on the desirability of adopting'some steps, with a 
view to bringing English influence to bear on education in Egypt to a greater extent than 
heretofore. 

I said that 1 did not propose to make any detailed suggestions of my own,, - 1 thought 
that the initiative had better be left to the Egyptian Government. 

d’lie Decree which i now forward is, in a great measure, the result of conversations I 
have had wit 1^ Ilia/. Pasha on this subject, lie consulted me about the creation of an 
Educational Board, and as l found that he was strongly in favour of the idea, I readily 
acquiesced. There are, unfortunately, no Englishmen' iii high positions in the Egyptian 
seryur who can he considered as specialists in educational matters. I therefore suggested 
to Ilia/. Pasha that Sir Edgar Vineun and Sir Colin Moncrieif should he pluci.fon the 
Board, lie readily agreed. I may mention that Yaooub Pasha Artin, ulm was formerly 
Director-General of Education, and who, as your Lordship will observe, has also been 
placed on the Board, thoroughly understands the question, and is a warm advocate of the 
principle that English, rather than French, educational influence should predominate in 
Egypt. 

The measure now adopted, although it dees not involve any very gloat manges, is a 
step in the direction indicated in inv previous despatch. 

Any substitution ot English tor French educational influence must he very gradual, 
and must he effected with much care. I have no wish to do anything in this matter which 
might lead to representations from the French Government, or which might excite violent 
hostility amongst the French residents in Egypt. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BAKING, 


luelosure in No. lol. 

Exlrad from the Official Journal” of December 19, 1888. 

NOUS, Khedive d’Egypte. 

Vu nos Decrets en dates du 28 Mais, 1881 (28 Rabi-Akher, 1298), ct du 22 Mai 
1887 (28 Chahun, 1301); 

Sur la proposition do notre MinLtre de 1’Instruction Piibliquc et Favis conforme de 
noire Consed lies Ministres, 

Dccretons: 

Article 1". II est institue au Ministere de I’lustrum ion Publiquc une Commission 
Consultative d’lnstruetion Publiquc, presidee par le Ministre tie tv Departemcut, et 
composce de di\ menihivs. dont les minis suivent:— 

Abdulla Pacha Fikri ; 

Sir Edgar Vincent, Conseiller Financier; 

Sir ( olin Seott-Moneiielf, Sous-Secretaire d’Ktat au Ministere des Travaux Publics; 

^ aeouh Artie. Purlin, Membiv du Conseil d’Administration des Cbcuiins de Fer; 


89 


Vidal Pacha, Dirceteur de l’Ecole de Droit; . % 

Chefik Bey Mansour, Conseiller cl la Cour d Appel Indigene , 

Zohnv Bov, Directcur de I’Bcole Polvtechnique; ^ , 

Cheikh Hamza Fathalla, Premier Inspecteur de la Langue Arabe dans les Lcoles . 

M. Montant, Surveillant des Etudes dans les Eeoles, . 

Ibrahim Bev Moustapha, Professeur de Chimie a 1 Ecolc de Medccinc. 

Art. 2. Cette Commission sc rcunira toutes les lois que le Ministre de 1 Instruct 

1 '‘h'^La/’l^altrUm^n; de eette Commission comportent l’examcn des matures 

SUlV T C Le7Projet S de Loi ct RSglements relatifs a 1’enseignemcnt, et partieulierement les 
programmes des eeoles. 

2. La creation de nouvelles eeoles. ... 

q r e choix des livres d’enscigncment it adopter dans les eeoles. . 

4 '. Les mesures relatives a l’ordre et a !a discipline dans les eeoles, et.a leu.' ^ CC ^ ,0 J- 
5. Enfln toutes les autres questions qui lui scront soumises par le Mimstie 

1 La^Commission pent nommer un ou plusicurs do ses membres, ^nt pour 

examiner les questions qui lui sont soumises, suit pour taire des inspections dans les denies 
Gouvernementales ou particulieres, soil enlin pour dtudier certamcs questions (levant 
soumises a l’examen de la Commission. 

Art. 5. Notre Ministre de 1’lnstruction Publiquc est charge de 1 execution du present 

1 tecretit ^ p ^. g ( p Ab(lill) le 15 Rabi-Akher, 1306 (18 Deccmbre, 188s). 

(Signd) MEhBMET TEWFIK. 

Par le Khedive : 

(Le President du Conseil des Ministres), 

(Signe) Kiaz. 

Le Ministre de 1’lnstruction Publiquc, 

* (Signe) Aly Moubarkk. 

No. 152. 

Sir E. Baring to the Margin's of Salisbury.— (Received December 31.) 

(No 389.) Cairo, December 21, 1888. 

y WITH reference to my despatch No. 381 of the 13th instant I have the honour 
to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have received from 
Commander May, Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Suakin, reporting further on the 

general situation at that post. have &c 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 152. 


Actim/ Consul May to Sir lh- Baring. 

t Sua/t'in, December 14, 1889. 

SINCE the date of my letter of the 7th December, there has been less firing on 
either side than hitherto; but though as a rule very lew men are to be seen .111 the 
trenches, they have shown themselves in greater numbers once 01 twice when tli 
movements of our men have led them to I ear an attack. 

The enemy still continue to lire one or two of their guns almost evory night, hut 

have (lone but little harm. . ... ,. 

On the 8th December, Kitchener Pasha earned out e reconnaissance with tin 

Egyptian cavalry, who retired before an inferior number ol Dervishes, with the loss oil 
one killed and two wounded. The forts tired with considerable accuracy as the 
Dervishes retired, and it is reported that Osman Nicb was wounded home deserters 
continue to come in. They report the arrival of ammunition Iroin Berber, whence it 
is said fifteen camel loads arrived about a week ago. 

[752] 1 A 
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Estimates of the strength of the enemy vary so much that it is hard to form an 
opinion, hut the highest estimates do not, as far as I know, exceed 3,000 men, of 
whom, perhaps, half are in reserve at Ilandouh. It seems probable that many are 
waiting for the turn of ('.vents, and that the stronger our force is, the weaker will be 
the enemy’s. 

The '* Noor-cl-Bahr,’’ under Middlcmas Bey, sails for Agig to-day, Now that the' 
Italians have promised to make their surveillance effective, the Dervishes will, I trust, 
he in great measure cut off from getting supplies in that direction. Deserters say 
that their supplies now come from Berber and Tokar, the latter doubtless including 
the coast in the Agig direction. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) 11. MAY. 


No. 153. 

IVar Office to Foreign Office.—(Received December 31.) 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, LTrir Office, December 31, 1888. 

T AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Adairs, the two inclosed copies of a 
telegram with regard to affairs in Egypt. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosure in No. 153. 

Major-General Dormer to Mr. Stanhope. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 31, 1886, i\m. 

BRITISH troops all return as soon as possible. At Suakin all quiet: forts 
rapidly being built. Osman Digna deserted by local tribes, who arc sending in loyal 
messages. I Lis efforts to obtain new followers are disregarded. 

On the frontier all perfectly quiet. Sirdar .leaves Suakin about the 3rd January 


No. 154. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 31, 10 P.M.) 

(No. 177.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 31, 1888, 9-40 e.M. 

FOLLOWING from Grenfell 

“Greek arrived to-day vitl Kassala, two months from Khartoum, states last news 
there Mahdi troops twice repulsed in Balu-Gazal. Khalifa had sent to recall force. 
Denies truth of fall of province.” 

1 _ 


No. 155. 

Sir E. Haring to the Marquis of Salisbury. — ( Received December 31, 10 p.M.) 

(No. 178.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 31, 1888, 9*40 p.M. 

FOLLOWING from Grenfell 

“ Letter to-day from Abd-el-Kader, Sheikh Handoub Hadendowas, in answer to 
my Proclamation. He protests loyalty to Government, and pleasure of himself and 
tribes at Orman’s defeat. He states all Hadendowas have agreed not to assist Osman, 
hut not being strong enough to fight him, is temporizing, and for this reason is taking 
his tribe to Sinkat to he nominally under Osman’s orders, but in reality to cut off 
Ids retreat if Handoub is attacked and the Dervishes driven out. 

“ All Sheikhs to whom I sent Proclamation have now replied.” 
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